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The Lesson of Paul's Life 
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Another of the valuable series of articles on the 
work of the superintendent in his desk, is supplied by 
Mr. Searles of Brooklyn, who was for a time chairman 
of the International Executive Committee, and who 
is a skilled and experienced Sunday-school superin- 
tendent. And Professor Terry, of Evanston, gives a 
helpful description of the Jewish Sanhedrin and its 
parties in the days of Paul. 


If there is anything in a book which is worth read- 
ing, there ought to be an index to help a man to its 
finding. If there is nothing in the book which is 
worth reading, there is no need of an index; nor of 
the book either. So it comes to pass, that the lack of 
an index to any book whatsoever is in itself a seem- 
ing index to the book’s lack of real value; and it is 
a conclusive proof of the book’s wretched incomplete- 
ness. If a choice must, indeed, be made between a good 
book without an index, and a good index without a 
book, the off-hand presumption is in favor of the index. 


Pray for your enemies, but do not pray for them 
as if it were an unquestionable fact that they are all 
wrong, and that you are all right. If your way of pray- 
ing for your enemies implies impeccability on your 
part, your prayer is an offense to him who condemned 
the prayer of the Pharisee. Pray, by all means, that, 
if your enemy is in the wrong, he may be brought to 
see the truth; but pray also, that if you are in the 
wrong (and ‘probably you are), the truth may be 


shown to you; and that you may have grace enough | ing faces, whose every line gives evidence of ignorance | most nature. 





to confess your error, and,if you have done your 
opponent any injury, to ask that forgiveness which 
you profess yourself willing to bestow. 


Most of us are familiar—theoretically or practi- 
cally—with the Christian paradoxes enumerated by 
Paul in his letters to the churches. But there are 
other Christian paradoxes, not enumerated by Paul, 
with which we are still more familiar. There is the 
believer whose all belongs to God—and who keeps it 
all himself; the believer who abides in thé joy of the 
Holy Ghost—and is a chronic grumbler over the 
mysterious ways of Providence; the believer who 
trusts wholly in the promises of the Lord—and wants 
somebody else to back them; the believer whose life 
is a living sacrifice to God, yet who never does an act 
of self-sacrifice if he can help it. Undoubted para- 
dozxes these, and a score of similar ones that might be 
named, Yet, after all, are they Christian paradoxes? 


New discoveries are constantly making in the old 
world, which throw light upon the Bible story, or 
upon the early history of Christianity. And every 
such discovery tends to confirm the truth of the Bible 
story, and the integrity of the Christian religion as 
based on the facts of that story. In not a single 
instance has a modern discovery shown an error in 
the Old Testament or the New, or given any confir- 
mation to the theories of the rationalistic or destruc- 
tive critics. The latest important discovery in the 
East, is of a lost epitaph of an early Christian bishop, 
who was born only a quarter of a century, or so, after 
the death of the Apostle John. The story of this 
epitaph is told, and the exhibit of its bearing on his- 
torical Christianity is made, to our readers this week 
by Professor Warfield of the Allegheny Seminary. 


What is devotion? According to a very popular 
interpretation, devotion seems to consist in the per- 
formance of so much praying, public or private, litur- 
gic or non-liturgic. But devotion is really only the 
same thing as devotedness, and William Law is right, 
when, in the very beginning of his Serious Call, he 
defines devotion as a “a life given, or devoted, to 
God.” According to the popular definition, the 
heathen who turns his prayer-barrel with unceasing 
industry is a truly devout man; according to the 
true definition, Brainerd, Judson, Livingstone, giving 
up all that they might bear the gospel to those who 
knew it not—and many a humble Christian, besides 
whose life is spent in lowly ministrations for the love 
of Christ and of his little ones—are instances of true 
devotion. The mere utterance of the words of a 
prayer is not necessarily devotion ; and, again, prayer 
may be a part of devotion, but never all of it. Every 
deed of a Christian’s life, every word and every 
thought, ought to be uplifted to God in the spirit 
of a true consecration. This devotedness is devotion; 
and no performance of “ devotions ” makes devotion, | 
when this is absent. 


Modern life is full of contrasts. 
our great cities, a few minutes’ walk will bear you | 


from the palaces of merchant princes to the abodes | 
of the wretchedly poor. 








suffering. 


and brutality. Here is the church and the school 
and the bookstore; and here is the saloon, and the 
corner stand where sensational literature is sold. Here 
are men toiling in mills and workshops ; and here are 
houses where industry never entered, but where the 
weariness of an idle life keeps constant court. These 
and a hundred other contrasts can be seen in half an 
hour’s walk in any great city. But the greatest con- 
trast of all is one which is not so easily visible. The 
two men who walk down the street arm in arm— 
each, to the eye of man, the equal of the other in all 
respects—may be separated by an invisible gulf, as 
wide as that which yawns between heaven and hell. 
There is no contrast in modern life so great as the 
contrast between the two standards under which the 
whole world ranges itself to-day. The kingdom of 
God and the kingdom of Satan—these two stand 
over against each other in irreconcilable hostility ; 
and yet the subjects of both meet and intermingle in 
the world, often without knowing to which of the 
two kingdoms one another belongs. The two king- 
doms are spiritual kingdoms, and their soldiers do 
not always wear a visible uniform by which they may 
be distinguished. There is a danger, even, that in 
our busy, every-day life, the distinction may be for- 
gotten through the very lack of a visible contrast to 
bring it directly to mind. But the distinction, though 
not always visible, is there; and its consequences 
reach into eternity. No other contrast of life matters 
so much—whether we are rich or poor, ignorant or 
intelligent, refined or uncultivated, is a question 
which may chiefly affect this life; but the distinction 
between God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom is one 
whose consequences will affect each of us untold ages 


»| after the petty other contrasts of this life shall have 


been forgotten. 





THE DUTY OF SUFFERING. 


What is “suffering”? “Suffer” is from the Latin 
sub, “ under,” and fero, “to bear;” “to bear under.” 
“To suffer” means variously, “ to feel or bear what 
is painful, disagreeable, or distressing;” “to un- 
dergo,” “to endure without sinking,” “to support 
bravely or unflinchingly ;” “to sustain;” “not to 
sink under.” “Suffering” is the act or condition of 
enduring. The root-idea of “suffering” is, that the 
sufferer is underneath, and the burden is on him. To 
suffer is to continue underneath, instead of slipping 


, | out from under; to endure as a bearer of the dis- 


tressing burden, instead of shirking or evading the 
disagreeable task of its bearing. 

Suffering is never, in itself, desirable. Its very 
nature forbids the possibility of its being attractive. 
The constant temptation of a sufferer is, to be rid of his 
suffering if he can be; and the inevitable inclination 
of one who is not a sufferer, is to avoid assuming any 
proffered burden which is sure to prove a cause of 
Yet suffering is often a duty; its seeking 


| is often the only course of right to a person; and its 
| endurance is often: the test of one’s manhood, or one’s 


In almost any of; womanhood. The discomforts of suffering, need no 


| emphasis to any son or daughter of Adam, The duty 
of suffering, is not sufficiently apprehended even by 


As you walk through the | | many a disciple of Him who was made “ perfect 


streets, you see faces filled with the light of virtue, | through sufferings.” 


intelligence and culture, and you see dark and lower- 


A longing for ease and repose is of man’s inner- 
The desire to escape from suffering is 
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as instinctive as the love of life. The cry of “the 
sweet psalinist of Israel,” in his hour of trial, is the 
cry of every pain-tried soul: 
“ And I said, ‘Ob that I had wings like a dove! 

For then would I fly away, and be at rest. 

Lo, then would I wander far off, 

And remain in the wilderness: 

I would hasten my escape 

From the windy storm and tempest.” 


And there is no invitation of David’s Greater Son 
which is fuller of comfort and hope, than his assuring 
words: “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” In the 
thought of this assurance, every believing soul joins 
with the Apostle in his ejaculation: “ Let us there- 
fore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into 
his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.” 
But just what this divinely promised rest is, and 
when it is to be attained to, is a question about which 
different minds have very different understandings. 
The commoner thought is, that the rest which one 
has a right to seek after, and to delight in, is an 
absolute freedom from trial and pain ; exemption from 
suffering, even if at the cost of exemption from feeling. 
“ There is no joy but calm,” 
the poet sings. And in his imagining of calm: 
“ How sweet it were, hearing the downward stream, 
With half-shut eyes ever to seem 
Falling asleep in a half-dream! 


To dream and dream, like yonder amber light, 
Which will not leave the myrrh-bush on the height.” 


The form of religion which even to-day is accepted 
by more persons than are believers in any other one 
form of religion, has its very basis on the assumption, 
that the chiefest desire of the human soul is, and 
should be, an escape from “suffering,” and that as 
suffering is inseparable from consciousness, therefore 
an end of consciousness is the soul’s highest hope. 
Thus the Booddhists, who include one-third or more 
of the human race, have, as their conception of the 
heavenly state, an unconscious and an eternally 
dreamless repose, which they call Nirwana. Only 
thus and there, as they consider it, can it be truly 
said of any soul: 

“ All is ended now, the hope, the fear, the sorrow, 
All the aching of heart, the restless, unsatisfied longing; 
All the dull, deep pain, and constant anguish of pa- 
tience.” 
Only of those who are in that state, can they conceive 
it as being said truly: “ Blessed are the dead, ... that 
they may rest from their labors.” And there is no 
little similarity between the innermost thought of 
many of the ease-lovers in the realms of Christianity, 
and the many more ease-lovers who are in the domain 
of Booddhism. 

Whatever may be the longing of the natural heart, 
and whatever may be the teachings of the most 
widely popular of false religions, iu the direction of a 
selfish ease-giving rest, the whole spirit of the gospel 
of Jesus breathes of the gain, and of the duty, of suf- 
fering ; while all the gospel precepts and all the gos- 
pel illustrations in this sphere indicate that the 
“rest” which is given on earth to the Christian 
believer, is a rest while in suffering, rather than a 
rest from suffering. ‘“ It behooved Christ to suffer ;” 
“leaving you an example, that ye should follow his 
steps.” And “as ye are partakers of Christ’s suffer- 
ings,” even “ so also are ye [partakers] of the com- 
fort” which is in and from Christ, in his triumph 
over evil. He who promises “ rest” to all who will 
come to him, promises them “ tribulation ” also; and 
no man can have tribulation without suffering ; and 
Christ’s conditional promise of eternal rest is, “ He 
that endureth unto the end, the same shall be saved.” 
Contentment and endurance in suffering are the privi- 
lege and the duty of every true disciple of Jesus. 

And as are the teachings of the gospel of Jesus, so 
are the teachings of the highest and noblest experi- 
ences of the children of men. There is a gain in suf- 
fering. True rest is not in unthinking ease. Only 
through prolonged endurance is there any real attain- 
ment of a worthy soul-enjoyment. God sends us no 





gift with choicer possibilities in it, than are enwrapped 
in suffering : 
“ Though sharpest anguish hearts may wring, 
Though bosoms torn may be, 
Yet suffering is a holy thing; 
Without it, what were we?” 

The rest which best refreshes the sufferer, is the rest 

of a worthy purpose in suffering. 

“Tis loving and serving the highest and best; 

’Tis onward, unswerving,—and that is true rest.” 
True manhood will not cease, nor desire to cease, from 
continued and progressive action, at whatever cost that 
action must be maintained. True manhood is virtue. 
Virtue cahnot be selfishly dormant. 

“Glory of Virtue, to fight, to struggle, to right the wrong— 
Nay, but she aimed not at glory, no lover of glory, she: 
Give her the glory of going on, and still to be.” 

Even among the Booddhists, there are millions upon 
millions who recognize the low selfishness of a soul’s 
desire to find repose in an unconscious isolation of 
useless being, while “the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain,” with a need of sympathy 
and help in endurance; and the very theogony of 
Booddhism has been, in certain regions, revised, to 
meet the higher and nobler conception of a more 
generous spirit, and a worthier aim of existence. In 
China, especially, the Booddhists long ago brought 
forward a divinity, “whose highest merit was that, 
having reached the edge of Nirwana, she declined to 
enter, preferring to remain where she could hear the 
cries, and succor the calamities, of those who were 
struggling with the manifold evils of a world of 
change.” When the repose of an unconscious 
oblivion was already before her, she chose to suffer 
on in sympathy and in unselfish endeavor, in order 
to be a blessing to others, rather than to find an 
ignoble personal relief in the neglect of duty to other 
sufferers, “ Tsz‘-pei Kwan-yin,” she is called, or “ the 
merciful goddess who hears the prayers ”—of sufferers. 
And in the temples of China the image of Kwan-yin 
finds a place, where “she is represented with a thou- 
sand hands ready to succor human suffering;” or, 
again, as holding in her arms a little babe, as illus- 
trative of the mother-spirit of unselfish tenderness. 
And there is a lesson in this imperfect suggestion 
from Booddhism, which corresponds with the more 
beautiful exhibit of its truth in the gospel of Jesus; 
a lesson of the duty of suffering on for the sake of 
others, as well as for our own sakes, even when the 
choice would seem to be ours of an escape from suf- 
fering, into a selfish and an undisturbed repose. 

The Booddhistic idea of suffering, as something 
essentially and always evil, and as something to be 
evaded at any and every cost, has quite too much 
tolerance in the minds of many who call themselves 
Christians. The comfort of a half-way “ Nirwana” 
has its selfish attractions to not a few who are fully 
familiar with the teachings of the gospel of Jesus. 
The man who comuuits suicide because he is tired of 
his sufferings, is a selfish and cowardly shirker of his 
plain duty of continued endurance in those sufferings. 
He who takes to drink to drown his sorrows, is simi- 
larly unfaithful in his duty of suffering. The hus- 
band or the wife who seeks a sundering of the marital 
tie, merely because every breath of that married life 
is another breath of sufferiag, is unmistakably faithless 
to the promised duty of being true, in better or in worse, 
until death itself should part that twain-one. So, again, 
with parent and child, with teacher and scholar, with 
friend and friend. How common it is to hear asa 
proffered excuse for an abandonment of endurance 
in that sphere,—that endurance there is a cause of 
constant suffering! There can even be found those 
who count themselves true men, who will shamelessly 
tell of their turning away in selfishness from wife or 
child in some hour of their loved one’s personal pain, 
because they “never could endure the suffering of 
such an hour.” And, again, there are selfish women 
who say that they are ready to give money for the sick 
or the poor, but they cannot visit personally in the 
homes of suffering, because that would cause them 
suffering. The Booddhistic “ Kwan-yin” may, if she 





will, remain in the realm of suffering, and may use 
her thousand hands m a ministry of sympathy and 
of relief; but these so-called Christian disciples would 
selfishly ‘plunge into the oblivion of Nirwana, in order 
to shirk their appointed duty of suffering. 

Ought Chinese Booddhism to have such a seeming 
advantage as this over any phase of our more exalted 
Christianity ? 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


There is a general readiness on the part of Sunday- 
school workers throughout the country, to avail them- 
selves of any practical means to promote the total- 
abstinence cause among the young. The recent article 
by the Rev. J. Henry Sharpe, giving a sketch of the 
formation and progress of the White Ribbon Army in 
the Bethany Sunday-school, of Philadelphia, has called 
out letters from near and far in request for added details 
of information on the subject. The following inquiry, 
from a Massachusetts teacher, is a sample of many simi- 
lar letters already received by us: 

Will you please state, through your columns, where the 
badges and pledges of the White Kibbon Army can be 
obtained, and the expense? We should be glad to hear 
further of the organization. 

The Rev. Dr. Arthur T. Pierson, pastor of the Bethany 
Presbyterian Church, is to prepare a little pamphlet 
giving all necessary details of the organization referred 
to. Meanwhile, inquiries on the subject can be addressed 
to Mr. John Wanamaker, Superintendent of Bethany 
Sunday-school, Philadelphia. 


In no department of religious literature has there 
been more activity, or more progress, within the past 
twenty years, than in the delineation of the personal 
life-story of Jesus of Nazareth. These life-stories have 
been multiplied beyond all precedent, in Germany, 
France, Great Britain, and the United States. The 
mere enumeration of them all, would occupy more space 
than can well be given just here; but it is sufficient to 
name a few of the best out of the many, in response to 
this question from a correspondent in Michigan: 

Through your column of Notes on Open Letters, will you be 
kind enough to give us a comparative statement in brief of the 
respective style and merits of the leading Lives of Christ, with 
especial reference, in this case, to popular circulation amoung 
young people and ordinary réaders? Also give us publisher, 
and cost of cheapest edition. 

Among recent works on the life of our Lord, the Rey. 
Dr. Alfred Edersheim’s Life and Times of Jesus the 
Messiah, deserves the first place, not only for its varied 
learning, but for a certain uniqueness in the point of 
view from which it is written. It is the life of Jesus as 
a Jew,—as the Messiah of the Jews, written by one who 
is himself a Jewish scholar, by birth a Jew, and hy faith 
a Christian. In this work the Gospels are illustrated 
from Dr, Edersheim’s intimate knowledge of the Talmud 
and of other rabbinical literature; popular mistakes as 
to Jewish customs are corrected ; and the life and teach- 
ings of Jesus are exhibited as they must have appeared 
to Jews trained in the Scriptures and in the oral tradi- 
tions. The style of the book is interesting, and those 
things which concern the student, rather than the gen- 
eral reader, are relegated to the foot of the page and to the 
appendixes. Until the publication of Dr. Edersheim’s 
work, the book which most nearly filled its place was 
The Life and Words of Christ by the Rev. Dr. Cunning- 
ham Geikie. Dr. Geikie writes from an original knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures, but his rabbinical knowledge is 
derived from-English and German anthologies. His 
style is popular and pictorial, and his book is better 
adapted for young readers. than Dr. Edersheim’s, not 
only from its greater brevity, but from the absence of a 
scholasgic mannerism which shows itself in Dr. Eder- 
sheim’s writing. Next to Dr. Geikie’s volume, we would 
place Archdeacon F, W. Farrar’s Life of Christ. This 
is less extensive in its scholarship than Dr. Geikie’s 
Life of Christ, but its picturesque and rhetorical style 
lead many to prefer it to that work. Archdeacon 
Farrar’s Greek scholarship can almost always be 
depended upon; but his appreciation of Oriental modes 
of thought and expression is only partial. These three 
works on the life of Christ take the first rank among 
popular biographies of our Lord. He who has all three 
may count himself well furnished. On a somewhat dif- 
ferent plane stands Hanna’s Life of Christ. This work 
is, perhaps, better adapted than either of the three just 
named for practical and devotional reading ; but it falls 
below these in breadth of learning and in pictorial 
power. Edersheim’s work is republished in America by 
A. D. F. Randolph & Co., New York, at the price of 
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$6.00. It is in two volumes, and is from the same plates 
as the English edition, which costs about twice as much. 
There are several editions of Geikie’s Life of Christ. 
D. Appleton & Co.’s two-volume edition costs $8.00; 
while the same publisher’s one-volume edition, printed 
from the same plates, but on lighter paper, costs only 
$1.50. Mr. John B. Alden, New York, also publishes 
a cheap edition at fifty cents. The two chief popular 
editions of Archdeacon Farrar’s Life of Christ are pub- 
lished by E. P. Dutton & Co. The two-volume edition, 
containing all the notes, costs $4.00; while the one- 
volume edition, without the notes, costs $1.00. Hanna’s 
Lifeof Christ is published by Robert Carter and Brothers, 
at the price of $2.50 for the entire work, which is pub- 
lished in three volumes. 








THOU NEEDST NOT SHRINK. 


BY GRACE WEBSTER HINSDALE, 


Wilt thou sit down, 
O weary soul! 

And let the night of faithless fears 
Upon thee roll? 


Wilt thou refuse, 
Of God to ask 

Where thou shalt find the needed straw 
To fill thy task ? 


Canst thou not trust 
The obedient sea 

To build its waves, a crystal wall, 
To shelter thee? 


Art thou afraid 
Of desert sands, 

Of fiery wound and fierce assault 
From cruel hands? 


Strengthen thy faith 
With heavenly bread 

Of promise sweet.—Lo! midst thy foes 
A feast outspread ! 


Go forward, go,— 
From Jordan’s tide 

Thou needst not shrink.—Love’s welcome waits 
On yonder side, 

Thy pilgrim staff 
Death takes from thee, 


And thou, within thy Father’s house, 
At home shalt be! 





THE EPITAPH OF ABERCIUS. 


BY PROFESSOR BENJAMIN B. WARFIELD, D.D. 


We are so accustomed, these days, to think of “ illus- 
trations from the monuments” in connection with the 
Old Testament, that I am not sure that somé of us do not 
need reminding how much inscriptions have done, and 
may be expected yet to do, in confirming and illustra- 
ting the New Testament account of the origin of Chris- 
tianity. A recent discovery of Mr. Ramsay’s in Asia 
Minor will point this remark. All readers of the lives 
of the Oriental saints have made themselves merry over 
the legends of one Abercius, said to have been the suc- 
cessor of Papias in the see of Hierapolis in Phrygia, 
who is described as working many miracles and doing 
many strange things, and, when he came to die, as hay- 
ing himself buried in a tomb of his own building, which 
bore along metrical epitaph of his own composing. This 
epitaph is found in the extravagant life of Abercius by 
Symeon Metaphrastes, but has been looked upon as 
but one of the “ old wives’ fables” which constitute the 
rest of the story. Curiously enough, however, Mr. 
Ramsay has stumbled on the veritable tomb, still bear- 
ing a part of the veritable epitaph, at the less important 
Phrygian town of Hieropolis, thus at ounce correcting 
the traditional site of Abercius’s bishopric, and establish- 
ing the genuineness of the writing. This puts a new 
face on the matter; and the more so, that the inscrip- 
tion can scarcely be long later than Commodus, and 
therefore dates from just the debated ground of Christian 
history. In the despised and neglected epitaph of the 


old saint we now see one of the most valuable remains of 


Christian antiquity,—an abiding and unsophisticated 
witness of the type of Christianity that was current in the 
lifetime of a man who was born scarcely later than say 
A.D. 120. In full accord of what Pliny had told us of 
the neighboring Christians of Bithynia, a few years 
earlier, we see this aged bishop ascribing divine attri- 
butes to Christ. We see him cherishing certain sacred 
books which easily identify themselves with our Bible— 
which certainly included the Psalms and Revelation, 


he Epistles of Paul and the Gospel of John. We see 





him in full and cordial communication with his Chris- 
tian fellows from Rome to the Euphrates, and with them 
all celebrating two mysteries of the faith—baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. No trace of a primal antagonism 
between two opposing parties, through the union of 
which subsequent Christianity originated, is discoverable 
in this record,amy more than in the others that have 
come to us from a like antiquity. 

All this and more is apparent, however, from the epi- 
taph itself, which we adjoin in a rough version: 


A townsman of this town elect, in life 

I had this made, that, in due season, here 

I may a body’s place possess. My name’s 
Abercius ;—pupil of the Shepherd pure 

Who feeds his flocks on mountain and in plain,— 
Great eyes who hath which every way do see. 
And he it was who taught me faithful books ; 
And sent me royal Rome to see, and her 

The queen, of golden robe and sandals gold. 
And people there I saw who wore bright seals. 
And Syria’s ground I saw and all her towns, 
And Nisibis, across Euphrates’ flood. 

And everywhere I found companions true. 

With steadfast step I followed Paul ;—’twas Faith 
That led the way, and spread for food 

At every place the Fish, exceeding great 

And clean, drawn from the fountain. Virginal 
Was she that took it. This unto her friends 
She gave to eat alway, with generous wine, 

And with the mingled cup she added bread. 
While still here present, I, Abercius, have 
These things commanded to be written here,— 
My threescore years and twelve completing fast : 
Let him who reads them over me rejoice,— 
Each one whose heart accordant is with mine. 
Lay no one else within this tomb but me,— 

Or pay to Rome two thousand golden coins 

And to this kindly town a thousand more, ! 


The modern reader may be puzzled, and, perkaps, 
somewhat repelled, by the exceedingly figurative and 
mystical language which the writer affected in common 
with most Christians of his time. His description of 
the Church as a “ Queen, golden-robed and golden- 
shod,”’ depends on the Greek translation of Psalm 45 : 10,? 
and is closely illustrated by a sentence from Clement 
of Alexandria (c. 200). ‘Such David describes the 
Church : ‘ The Queen stood on thy right hand, enveloped 
in a golden robe, variegated’”’ (“‘ Miscellanies” 11 : 6). 
The “ folk who wore a golden seal” are the children of 
the Queen, the Church, signed and sealed in baptism. 
Jesus is represented by the two symbols of the Shepherd 
with all-seeing eyes, and the Fish, the life-giving food 
of the Church. The latter of these, however strange to 
us, was, perhaps, the favorite one with the Church, from 
the second to the fourth century, the badge of persecuted 
Christianity, which she began to lose her affection for 
so soon as she acquired the rulership. The letters of the 
Greek word “ Fish,” were the initials of the words, 
“Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour,” and thus the 
word on the sculptured figure served as a convenient 
anagrammatic confession ; it was with fishes along with 
bread that Jesus fed the multitude, just before his great 
discourse (John 6), wherein he offered himself as food 
for the soul; it was fishes that the resurrected Christ 
gave his disciples to eat of miraculously on the shores of 
Gennesaret (John 21); above all, the emblem could be 
naturally associated both with the water of baptism and 
the feast of the Eucharist. We do not know how early 
the symbol took root in the Church. Hausrath, in a 
striking passage in his historical novel “ Antinous,” 
ventures to represent it as already in Hadrian’s day in 
ordinary and familiar use. Clement of Alexandria, who 
forbids Christians to engrave heathen images on their 
seals, and recommends, instead, “ either a dove, or a fish, 
or a ship, or a lyre, or an anchor” (Paed. 3: 1), and 
Tertullian, who says: “ But we, little fishes, after the 
example of our Fish, Jesus Christ, are born in water, 
nor have we safety in any other way than by perma- 
nently abiding in water” (De Bapt., chap. 1), simply 
assume it as an already well-understood symbolical 
image. Perhaps our epitaph presents the earliest 
instance of its use,—and it assumes it as already old and 
common. It woul® be easy to illustrate the actual 
phraseology of Abercius, both from the catacomb frescoes 
and from third and fourth century literature. 
the earliest paintings, the eucharistic symbols are 
depicted, resting on the back of a fish, the reality. 





It is right to say that the text of the epitaph is not everywhere sat 
isfactory. The reader will find the original Greek in excellent shape 
in The Expositor for January, 1885, page 11, and an essay by Bishop 
Lightfoot on it, preceding it, 
with this number, begins @ new series, with increased prospects for 
usefulness. 

*In the Hebrew Bible, Psalm 45: 10; in the Septuagint Version, 
Psalm 44: 10; in the Authorized Version, Psalm 45: 9.—Tug Epitor. 
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It is well to add that The Expositor, | 


Rossi says: “ Where fish and bread were represented 
together ... there was meant asecret reference tothe Holy 
Eucharist, of which the bread denotes the outward and 
visible form, and the fish the inward and ‘hidden 
reality.” 

Curiously enough, however, the closest illustrative 
parallel to Abercius’s lamguage is found in another 
epitaph, erected to a young man named Pectorius, at 
the other end of the world,—in far-away Gaul. This 
famous “ Autun inscription” has been much discussed, 
and is usually assigned to the fourth or fifth century; I 
cannot believe it to belong later, however, than the third 
century, and it may come even from the end of the 
second. Observe how closely it accords with Abercius’s 
in color and imagery: 

“Oh, holy child of the supernal Fish, 
Keep now thy heart in reverence, since a fount 
Immortal, mortals yet among, thou hast 
From waters heavenly sweet obtained, Thy soul, 
Oh, dear one, quicken with the waves etern, 
‘hat give enriching wisdom, and receive 
Theghoneyed food of th’ Saviour of the saints,— 
Yea, hold in hand and, hung’ring, eat the Fish ;— 
The Fish, to whom I cry, ‘Come nigh to me, 
My Master,—Saviour; be my guide, 
Oh, thou who art the light of all the dead. 
Aschandius, father, dear unto my soul, 
And mother dear, and all of mine, oh, gaze 
Upon the Fish, and of Pectorius think,/’” 

Here, too, the Fish is connected with both the sacra- 
ments, and all that the one inscription describes, the 
other exhorts. Each is the best commentary on the 
other. 

Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny. 


1 The Greek of this inscription may be seen 1n Boeckh's Corpus, No. 
9890. It was broken into seven pieces, and is much injured; the lat- 
ter part especially has to be much restored from conjecture. 





THE SANHEDRIN AND ITS PARTIES. 


BY PROFESSOR MILTON 8, TERRY, 8.T.D. 


Four times, in the Acts of the Apostles, we are fur- 
nished with a picture of the great council of the Jewish 
nation in conflict with powerful representatives of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. In the first we find Peter and 
John making their bold defense, when all Jerusalem 
was stirred with the profound impression consequent 
upon the miraculous healing of the lame man at the gate 
called Beautiful (Chap. 4). The second followed the 
miraculous deliverance of the apostles from prison, when 
they were brought “ without violence,” and charged by 
the high-priest with filling ‘ Jerusalem with their doc- 
trine” (5: 26-28). At this meeting the wise counsel of 
Gamaliel prevailed, and quieted (or a time the rising 
storm. The third was that memorable occasion when 
zealots of the foreign synagogues conspired against 
Stephen, brought him before the assembly, and “all 
that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw 
his face as it had been the face of am angel” (6: 15). 
The third and last mentioned is that which was con- 
vened by command of the chiliarch Lysias, and was 
addressed by Paul, as narrated in Acts 23: 1-10. Paul 
had himself been present, more than twenty years before, 
when Stephen was condemned, and had given his voice 
and influence against the holy martyr (Acts 8:1). Then 
he was a young man, full of ambition and full of zeal 
for the religion of his fathers, and ready to persecute 
unto death the disciples of Jesus. Now, in mature age, 
he stands before the great tribunal of his nation to offer 
a testimony for Jesus like that for which Stephen died. 
It was not, however, from the hands of his own people 
that the apostle to the Gentiles was to receive the mar- 
tyr’s crown. 

THE ORIGIN OF THE SANHEDRIN.—To the Jew this 
high court of his nation was awful with judicial powers, 
and venerable with associations of antiquity. Common 
tradition traced its origin back to the days of Moses, 
recognizing as its first members the seventy elders chosen 
by the great law-giver (Num. 11:16). Moses himself 
was said to be the first president. Saul and later kings 
presided during the period of the monarchy. Ezekiel’s 
mention of the seventy elders of Israel (Ezek. 8: 11) is 
thought to prove its existence in the time of the exile. 
It is also claimed that Ezra reorganized it after the 
return from Babylon. 

Little dependence, however, can be placed on this 
| class of Jewish traditions, Ezekiel’s vision of the 
| seventy elders offering incense before idolatrous imageiy 





| is no valid evidence of the existence, at that time, of an 
| organized council like the Sanhedrin, and the Scripture 
history of the kings of Israel and Judah records so fully 
the acts of the principal rulers and counsellors, that it is 
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scarcely supposable that such a body as the Sanhedrin 
existed through all that period, and yet received no men- 
tion by historian or prophet. Such judges and courts 
of justice as were instituted by Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 
19; 5-11) appear to have been only temporary reforms, 
attempted by kings who would fain have turned the 
strong tide of idolatry and wickedness which was rapidly 
sweeping the nation into ruin. The Greek etymology 
of the name, and the jurisdiction exercised by this coun- 
cil, favor the opinion that the Sanhedrin was instituted 
after the return of the Jews from their Babylonian exile. 
Rulers like Nehemiah would soon find it necessary to do 
substantially what Jehoshaphat did “for the judgment 
of the Lord, and for controversies” (2 Chron. 19: 8). 
The ancient tradition of the Great Synagogue, founded 
by Nehemiah and his contemporaries, should not be 
altogether rejected, and the supposition that an institu- 
tion like the Great Synagogue subsequently developed 
into the Great Sanhedrin is both plausible and probable. 
Nevertheless, the exact date and occasion of the origin 
of this great court of justice cannot be clearly deter- 
mined, -It existed in the time of the Maccab@es, and 
probably earlier, and is to be identified with the council 
or “senate” (gerousia) of the Jews, mentioned in the 
books of the Maccabees (1 Macc. 12: 6; 2 Macc. 11: 27). 

THe CoMPOSITION OF THE SANHEDRIN. — From 
numerous references of the New Testament, such as 
Luke 9: 22; 20: 1; 22: 66, and parallels, it may be seen 
that the Sanhedrin was composed of three classes of per- 
sons, namely, the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes. 
These represented the priesthood, the laity, and those 
pre-eminently learned in the law, altogether a very suit- 
able and competent body to sit in judgment upon the 
various questions of crime or of controversy likely to 
arise in the nation. How many of each of these classes 
were entitled to a seat in the council is now a matter of 
conjecture, but it is plausibly supposed that there were 
twenty-four priests, according to the number of orders 
described in 1 Chronicles 24, and twenty-four elders 
(comp. Rev. 4: 4), so as to allow, at least ideally, for 
two elders from each of the twelve tribes. This would 
leave room for twenty-two scribes to complete the num- 
ber, seventy. Talmudic tradition made the whole num- 
ber seventy-one. 

The qualifications for membership in this great assem- 
bly are said to have been many and minute. The can- 
didates must first have been judges, each in his native 
city, and thence have been promoted to the “ Little 
Sanhedrin,” of which, however, we have no account 
outside the Talmud. They were required to be of fine 
physique, of blameless character, and skilled in many 
branches of learning. The president was chosen by the 
council, and was naturally expected to be pre-eminent 
in wisdom and piety. For a long time the presidency 
was hereditary in the family of Hillel. Sometimes the 
high-priest held this office, but its occupancy by Ananias 
(Acts 23: 2), and also the meetings held in the palace 
of Caiaphas (Matt. 26: 3), are generally believed to have 
been arbitrary and illegal. 

Tae PLACE OF MEETING AND PoWERs OF THE SAN- 
HEDRIN.—The sessions of the Sanhedrin were held 
within the precincts of the temple in a basilica, which, 
from the square hewn stones of which its floor was con- 
structed, was called Gazzith, or hall of squares. But 
after a decree had been secured from the Roman em- 
peror providing that no heathen should pass, on penalty 
of death, within the sacred enclosure, the Jewish court 
was required to assemble somewhere outside the temple 
area, where the officers of the Roman government might 
exercise some measure of surveillance and authority 
over their proceedings. Hence it was that the chief 
captain Lysias could both command the Sanhedrin to 
come together (Acts 22: 30), and also send soldiers into 
their hall to rescue Paul from violence (23: 10). 

According to the Talmud, the form of the hali in 
which the Sanhedrin held its sessions resembled the half 
of a round threshing-floor, thus providing that the sev- 
eral members might the more easily observe each other. 
The seventy judges would accordingly sit in a semi- 
circular row, the president in the centre, with two scribes 
occupying adjoining seats, one on each side, to take the 
testimony and record the judgment. 

The jurisdiction of the Sanhedrin extended to all mat- 
ters pertaining to the civil life and religious customs of 
the Jewish people. Four modes of executing capital pun- 
ishment were at their discretion,—stoning, burning, be- 
heading, and strangling. Those condemned to be stoned 
were led outside the judgment hall, and when within 
ten cubits of the place of execution, were called on to 
confess, that they might obtain some portion in the 
world to come. “ The order for those burned,” says the 

‘mud, “ was to be sunk in dung totheir knees. And 








men put a hard towel to a soft one, and encircled his 
neck. One pulled on one side, and another pulled on 
the other side, till the condemned opened his mouth. 
And one lit a wick, and cast it into his mouth, and it 
went down to his bowels, and it consumed his intestines. 
... The order of those beheaded was to have their heads 
struck off with the sword, as is the custom of govern- 
ments. ... The order for those strangled was, that they 
were sunk down in dung to their knees, and they put a 
hard towel inside a soft one, and encircled his neck. One 
pulled on one side, and another pulled on the other side, 
till his soul departed ” (Barclay’s Talmud, pp. 190, 191). 

THE PARTIES IN THE SANHEDRIN.—The narrative 
in Acts 23: 1-10 throws light upon the parties into 
which, at the time of Christ and his apostles, the Sanhe- 
drin had become divided. Paul’s familiar acquaintance 
with the intense party spirit existing between the Phari- 
sees and the Sadducees enabled him with a word to kin- 
die violent dissension and a great clamor in the assem- 
bly. The factions thus set at variance over Paul’s 
confession of faith in the resurrection, represented a 
long line of diverging sentiments, the earliest traces of 
which appear, perhaps, in the double series of great 
teachers, of whom the Talmudic treatise on the Fathers 
speaks. In this treatise, José, son of Joeser of Zeredah, 
and José, son of Johanan of Jerusalem, are represented 
as uttering wise sayings, but differing in their modes of 
statement. The same is observed cf Joshua, son of 
Perechiah, and Natai the Arbelite; Judah, son of Tabia, 
and Simon, son of Shetach; Shemaiah and Abtalyon, 
Hillel and Shamai. From the days of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah, great attention was given to the study of the 
written law. At an early date—we cannot determine 
how soon after Ezra’s time—the more zealous of the 
Jews began to fence the written law about with oral tra- 
ditions. The story, as it now stands in the Mishna, is, 
that Moses received the oral law from Sinai, and deliv- 
ered it to Joshua, Joshua delivered it to the elders, the 
elders to the prophets, and the prophets to the men of 
the great synagogue. They emphasized three precepts: 
“Be deliberate in judgment, raise up many disciples, 
and make a fence for the law.” Here manifestly are 
the seeds of Phariseeism, and it is every way probable 
that the habit of gaining disciples by over-zealous 
efforts, and adding tradition to the law, produced a reac- 
tion, and led to the formation of a party which made 
bold to reject all doctrine which was not clearly read in 
the most ancient law. Some have affirmed that the 
Sadducees rejected all the Old Testament Scriptures 
except the Pentateuch, but of this there is no clear evi- 
dence. The fact that Jesus cited against them a proof- 
text from the book of Moses (Mark 12: 26), does not 
prove that they rejected the authority of the prophets 
and the Psalms. The traditionalists naturally developed 
into formalists, and laid great stress on every detail of 
doctrine, life, and worship. Hence, most probably, their 
name, Pharisees, or separatists (separate ones, Perushim), 
for they despised others, and hesitated not to say to 
those less scrupulous as to forms: “Stand aside, we are 
holier than ye.” The opposite party, rejecting vain tra- 
ditions, and despising self-adulation and hypocrisy, ex- 
tolled the unvarnished righteousness which accorded 
with the simplest lessons of the law, and called them- 
selves Sadducees, or righteous ones (Zaddukim). Such, 
at least in the absence of certain knowledge, is the most 
probable theory of the origin of these famous Jewish 
parties. 

But that which developed intense hostility and bitter- 
ness between these parties, appears to have been the 
political affiliation of the Sadducees with the Asmo- 
nan rulers, and their subsequent assumption of the 
high-priesthood. Thus they became a political faction, 
rather than a religious sect. When Jonathan, the Mac- 
cabee, was made high-priest by authority of Alexander 
Balas (Josephus, Antiq. XIII. 11. 2), it was evident that 
there had taken place a notable departure from the old 
Mosaic ordinance of a hereditary high-priesthood in the 
family of Aaron. Deeply humiliating to many must 
have been the thought that the holiest office in the 
nation had fallen to the arbitrary disposal of a heathen 
ruler. But the feeling became deeper when John Hyr- 
canus, stung by the reproach of the seditious Pharisee, 
Eleazar, forsook the party of the Pharisees, abolished 
ordinances which they had imposed upon the people, 
and allied himself with the Sadducees (Josephus, Antiq. 
XIII. x. 5,6). The high-priesthood, thereby becoming 
the possession of Sadducean rulers, took on a political 
character, and the Sadducean party, with the high-priest 
at their head (comp. Acts 5: 17), came to regard them- 
selves as a priestly aristocracy, and to act accordingly in 
the chief council of the nation. 

Political factions become the more bitter when inten- 











sified by differences of religious belief, just as reli- 
gious wars are known to be the most fearful and fanati- 
cal. It was but natural that the differences of doctrine 
between Pharisees and Sadducees became more and 
more magnified through years of controversy and strife. 
The Pharisees grew more and more strenuous in the 
maintenance of traditions, and in the observance of 
minute details of ceremony, until the more important 
matters “ of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith” (Matt. 
23: 23) were treated as of relatively little or no account. 
They loved to pray standing on the corners of streets, 
and in the most conspicuous places. They were wont to 
say, “God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of 
men. I fast twice in the week; I give tithes of all that 
I acquire.” Rabbi Simeon, son of Jochai, is reported as 
saying: “The whole world is not worth thirty righteous 
persons, such as our father Abraham. But if there were 
only thirty righteous persons in the world, I and my son 
should make two of them; but if there were but twenty, 
I and my son would be of the number; and if there 
were but ten, I and my son would be of the number; 
and if there were but five, I and my son would be of the 
five; and if there were but two, I and my son would be 
those two; and if there were but one, myself should be 
that one.” 

Notwithstanding their self-righteousness and exces- 
sive formalism, the Pharisees were a majority in the 
Sanhedrin. They had most, if not all, the scribes on 
their side, and they drew after them also the great mass 
of the common people. For they claimed to represent 
the old theocratic spirit, and looked with jealous eye 
upon such affiliation with heathen governments and 
rulers # the Sadducees seemed to court. Their leaders 
could accordingly touch the national heart and com- 
mand a great following, while the Sadducees, a rich 
political aristocracy, ambitious for place and power, were 
unable to carry the multitude with them. 


According to Josephus, the Pharisees and Sadducees 
differed on the doctrine of free-will (Antiq. XIII. v. 9), 
the Sadducees affirming that men’s actions are at their 
own disposal, while the Pharisees maintained a modified 
system of fatalism. But the great doctrinal distinction 
between these parties was on the subject of the resurrec- 
tion. The Sadducees “say that there is no resurrec-, 
tion” (Matt. 22: 23). According to Acts 23: 8 they say 
“there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit.” 
According to Josephus, they held “the doctrine that 
souls perish together with their bodies” (Antiq. X VIII. 
1. 4), and “rejected the continued existence of the soul, 
and punishments and rewards in Hades” (Wars, II. v111. 
14). The Pharisees, on the other hand, held both the 
doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, and the exis- 
tence of angels and spirits. They maintained, says 
Josephus, that “all souls are imperishable, but only 
those of the good pass into another body, while those of 
the worthless suffer the punishments of Hades” (Wars, 
II. viz. 14). Some learned men have questioned the 
statements of Josephus as to the doctrine of the Saddu- 
cees touching the soul’s immortality. Ginsburg (in 
Kitto’s Bib. Cyclopedia, art. Sadducee) thinks that the 
Jewish historian, anxious to make the parties in his 
nation correspond with the philosophical schools of 
Greece, did injustice to the Sadducees Edersheim also 
observes that, when Josephus attributes to the Sadducees 
the doctrine that the soul perishes with the body, “the 
statement may be dismissed as among those inferences 
which theological controversialists are too fond of im- 
puting to their opponents” (Life and Times of Jesus the 
Messiah, Vol. I., p. 315). It is perhaps impossible at 
this day to determine precisely all the theological tenets 
of these rival parties. Paul, a Phariseé, and a son of 
Pharisees, loudly confessed his adherence to the “ hope 
and resurrection of the dead,” but his elaboration of this 
doctrine, in 1 Corinthians 15, takes a higherrange than the 
Pharisees of his day would probably have been able to fol- 
low. Josephus, on the other hand, speaks of the passing of 
souls into other bodies, as if he entertained some notion 
kindred to the Pythagorean doctrine of transmigration. 
And so there may have been divers modes of statement 
and belief. The earlier Sadducees may have admitted 
the doctrines of immortality, and future rewards and 
punishments; but ages of controversy would have been 
likely to magnify the differences between the rival sects. 
The Sadducean tendency was logically adverse to the 
current notions of the supernatural, and the denial of 
the existence of angel or spirit would naturally involve 
that of the immortality of the soul. So far apart in doc- 
trine were these two parties, and so bitterly hostile to 
each other, that Paul’s appeal to the hope of the resur- 
rection, and his proclaiming himself a Pharisee, were 
sufficient to throw the entire assembly into violent 
uproar. Such dissension and discord are ever adapted 
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to drive opposing dogmatists into extremes, either of 
credulity or of unbelief. 


Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, Tl. 





THE SUPERINTENDENT IN THE CLOSING 
EXERCISES OF HIS SCHOOL. 


BY JOHN E. SEARLES, JR. 


The importance of the closing exercises of the Sunday- 
school can hardly be overestimated, for upon these very 
largely depend the result of the entire session. Many 
a faithful, earnest teacher has gone home, feeling that 
the work of the lesson hour has been lost through the 
lack of fitness in the closing exercises, which, so far 
from seconding the instruction o! the class, have tended 
rather to dissipate the impression already made. And 


, not alone among the teachers is this lack of appropriate- 


ness felt; for, let it be remembered that our scholars are 
not all thoughtless and inattentive, lacking appreciation 
of the quality of the work done in the Sunday-school. It 
would be a revelation to many teachers and superintend- 
ents if they could know how many among the younger, 
as well as among the older scholars, detect at once their 
lack of thorough preparation and the want of fitness in 
their management—and when these intelligent, thought- 
ful scholars, as is sometimes the case, failing to find in 
the class-hour that instruction which they have a right 
to expect, miss also in the closing service the impression 
which belongs to it, they go away with a sense of dissat- 
isfaction which soon grows into lack of interest, and 
ultimates in non-attendance. As has been already inti- 
mated, the main thought of the closing service should 
be impression, based on the work of instruction already 
done iu the class ; and inasmuch as this work of impres- 
sion is the most delicate and difficult with which we 
have to do, it involves the most careful and prayerful 
preparation on the part of the superintendent. There 
must be, first, the thorough study of the lesson by which 
he is fitted to lead his teachers’-meeting ; second, the 
knowledge of what use his teachers will make of the 
lesson in their classes—which he gets in the teachers’- 
meeting ; and third, the knowledge of the spiritual con- 
dition of his school, which he gets through conference 
and correspondence with his‘teachers, and personal 
contact with the scholars. With such preparation, a 
superintendent is fitted to commence work on his “ clos- 
ing service” for the following Sunday, a programme for 
which requires to be prepared with great minuteness 
each week. 

The order of such a service is capable of great varia- 
tion, and, given the preparation and prayerful purpose 
to make the exercises conform to the idea before ex- 
pressed, there is little danger of inappropriateness, and 
to specify plan is almost unnecessary; but lest a sug- 
gestion may be expected, the following is offered as one 
of many plans of the same general character which have 
been proven of value. 

Before, however, making a programme, let it be said that 
the first essential to a proper closing service for the Sun- 
day-school is, that all matters not spiritual, or belonging to 
the lesson theme of the day, should be first disposed of. 
Matters of records, missionary and other collections, li- 
brary books, announcements, special music, etc., should 
be completed before the commencement of the closing 


exercises. If these are not otherwise provided for, it is |. 


decidedly preferable that they come at the close of the 
lesson-hour, when the classes are reconvened—that is, 
between the lesson service and the closing service. 

With these interests cared for, we are left free to give to 
the concluding service that quiet, reverential, and im- 
pressive character which should mark the close of every 
session of the school, the order of which may be as fol- 
lows : 

1. Perfect quiet. 

2. A hymn or song bearing on the lesson of the day. 

3. A short, clear review of the lesson in not more than 
six carefully prepared questions, and a simple, concise, 
blackboard analysis giving the practical teachings. 

4. A few earnest, tender words from the superinten- 
dent, enforcing the main thought of the lesson. 

5. The review hymn, with special attention to the 
words before singing. 


6. The closing prayer by the superintendent, one or 
two minutes only. 

7. Dismission of classes by signal, during a quiet clos- 
ing voluntary on the organ, teachers all remaining. 

8. A teachers’ prayer-meeting of ten minutes. 

And now having suggested a plan, allow me to answer 
in advance some of the questions sure to be propounded : 

1. That perfect quiet / Give your signal, and wait for it. 





2. Should that hymn be confined to the lesson-subject? 
Yes ; if other singing is desired, or if you have Christmas 
or other special music to sing, let it precede the lesson- 
hour. 

8. (a.) The Review. Should it be alwaysin same form? 
On the contrary, it should be varied as much as possible, 
but always a review. (b.) The Blackboard. Should it 
be used every Sunday? It should only be used when 
the lesson can be made more effective with than without 
it; but that will be a majority of the time, if study is put 
on it, and simplicity insisted on. 

4. Should the Superintendent Talk? It is true that in 
some quarters this may be a dangerous door to open; but 
if the superintendent has the preparation before indi- 
cated, and during the lesson-hour has carefully studied 
the faces of his scholars, he has it in his power in a few 
closing words to add to the work of the classes; but let 
him remember that “this kind goeth not out but by 
prayer and fasting.” 

5. The Hymns. Where shall we find those that fit the 
lesson? They are always to be found by searching; to 
find them takes time, and there are, among those who 
have tried it and proved the power of an appropriate 
hymn, superintendents who spend hours in quest of 
the best hymn to follow the review, and where this is not 
found in the book commonly used, it will often pay to 
print it; stencil it on a song-roll, or hektograph it; for 
many @ lesson can be sung into a heart, that would 
otherwise fail to find an entrance. 

6. The Closing Prayer? Always short; one or two 
minutes is quite enough. Having already stated the 
truth, and sung it, then pray it, and it will not fail of 
fruitage. 

7. The Dismission. (a.)-Why by classes? To preserve 
the quiet solemnity of the closing service, there should 
be no talking in the room after the closing prayer. (6.) 
Are not the teachers then deprived of social conversa- 
tion with their scholars? Yes; and to meet this, let the 
teachers see their scholars five or ten minutes before 
school time. (c.) How about serious scholars? Ask them 
to remain with you to the little prayer-meeting, and 
talk with them afterward. (d.) Is the organ better than 
singing during dismission? (The objection to singing is 
that it thus loses its place as a service of worship, and 
become an accompaniment or postlude.) Many have 
used singing, and like it; try both, and see which is 
best. 

8, The Teachers’ Prayer-Meeting, Why and What? To 
pray for the blessing of the Holy Spirit on the work 
done, and give an opportunity for teachers to present 
special subjects of prayer among their scholars. 

As before stated, the above plan is simply suggestive in 
its form, indicating the preparation for and spirit of the 
closing exercises, for which the superintendent is respon- 
sible. Ifthe objection is made that such a plan involves 
too much of time and labor, the only answer is that no 
good work can be done without these, and the end 
sought justifies the outlay. The closing moments of 
each session should be the strongest, the most tender, 
the best. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 





A LIFE WORTH LIVING. 
BY EMMA C. DOWD. 


Highest aim and true endeavor ; 
Earnest work, with patient might ; 
Hoping, trusting, singing ever ; 
Battling bravely for the right; 
Loving God, all men forgiving; 
Helping weaker feet to stand ;— 
These will make a life worth living, 
Make it noble, make it grand. 





HOLLY. 
BY WILLIS BOYD ALLEN, 


He was a little German boy, and his name was Hoell. 
This was rather a hard one for the boys, so they short- 
ened it to Hall, and then lengthened it to “ Holly.” 
Holly’s father and mother were quiet, industriou8 peo- 
ple, who worked in a large factory on the outskirts of 
the city, and had to teach the little fellow to take care 
of himself, most of the day. He went to school regu- 
larly, and carried his luncheon in a pasteboard collar- 
box, just large enough for two slices of bread-and-butter 
and a doughnut, with occasionally a piece of pie 
squeezed into one corner. It was not always, though, 





that that happened. Pie-days were great events in 
Holly’s uneventful life. 

It was late in the afternoon of a February day. School 
had been out for an hour or two, and it was not quite 
time for the factory to close; so Holly lingered in the 
brilliantly lighted streets, now pausing to gaze at some 
gay shop-window, now diving into a doorway to shelter 
himself for a little from the snow, which had begun to 
fall fast. 

“Come over t’ the common, an’ snowball!” called 
out two or three boys, as they hurried past with their 
hands in their pockets. 

“Guess not,” answered Holly, from a doorway. 
“ Almost time ter go home.” It was growing pretty 
cold, and the air was one great whirling drift of snow, 
each flake brightened by the glare of electric lights 
along the street, as if it were snowing stars. A green 
baize door, just behind Holly, opened with a bang, and 
a man staggered out, pushing the boy aside roughly 
with an oath. A waft of hot, whiskey-poisoned air fol- 
lowed him, as the red-eyed saloon breathed once, out 
into the pure night; then the green door shut softly 
again. 

Holly rubbed his shoulder, which had struck against 
one of the door-posts, with little inarticulate moans and 
sobs of pain, like a dog that has received an unexpected 
blow. The man made two more steps, across the side- 
walk. Holly almost wished he would fall, when he 
went off the curbstone. He did fall. The wretched, 
drunken creature gave a heavy lurch forward, and then 
there was a stained, irregular heap on the snowy pave- 
ments. A heavy express team was thundering down 
from the office on its last trip; the driver was putting 
on arubber coat. In the flash of an instant, Holly saw 
the danger, and, forgetting his bruised shoulder,—for- 
getting, too, the danger which might come to himself,— 
sprang into the street. 

“Hi! hil stop! achtung! achtung! stop! sfop/” he 
screamed with all his might, in broken German and 
English together. 

“ Whoa, there! Look out!” shouted half a dozen 
voices, as the boy sprang out into the street. But it was 

too late. The team thundered on. 


There had been several visitors in the Children’s Hos- 
pital that day, and one kind-hearted lady, remembering 
that it was March, and spring, had brought half a 
dozen twigs of pussy-willows. These were fastened up, 
at the foot of one of the cots, where the little patient 
could see them as he lay there, propped up among the 
pillows. 

“Katschen, kdtschen,” he murmured, his pale face 
lighting as his eyes fell on the gray bits of fur clinging 
to their slender wands. The other children watched 
him curiously, for Sister Agnes had told them Holly 
was very, very sick. Presently, as the glow of sunset 
came in through the high windows, the sister said it was 
time to sing. Three or four convalescent children, who 
were strong enough to move about, stood in a row, and, 
led by the voice of the kindly-faced nurse, sang in their 
sweet childish treble : 


“Jesus loves me, this I know, bad 
For the Bible tells me so! 
Little ones to him belong ; 
They are weak, but he is strong.” 


Holly’s face lighted again. He could not move, but 
Sister Agnes saw his expression change and his lips 
move, and she bent over him tenderly to hear what he 
wanted. 

“ Please, can I sing, too?” 

Now Holly’s voice was hoarse, and not quite musical 
at the best; and the sister was afraid he would put the 
others out. 

“Some other time—” she began. Then she saw his 
face fall, and pitied him, and said he might. Holly’s 
thin little face brightened up at once. 


** Jesus loves me, loves me still, 
Though I’m very weak and ill.” 


All through the ward childish voices joined in, from 
this cot and that, as the sunset glow came through the 
window. Holly was singing, too, very much out of tune, 
and mixing the words all up, and putting in German 
where it didn’t belong, but then he was singing with all 
his heart. 

* Let his little child come in!” 


rose the sweet voices of the children, with a glad swell 
of music. 

The chorus went on, louder than ever; but one voice, 
unnoticed by the rest, had dropped out. Holly had 
stopped saying the words brokenly, here—because he 
had learned to sing, there. 
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6, February 1.—Paul at Jerusalem... 
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LESSON VII., SUNDAY, 


TitLE: PAUL’ 


FEBRUARY 15, 1885. 
S DEFENSE. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Acts 22: 1-21.) 


COMMON VERSION. 
1, Men, brethren, and fathers, 
hear ye my defence which I make 
now unto you. 


2. (And when they heard that | 2 


he spake in the He’brew tongue | 
to them, they kept the more si- 
lence: and he saith,) 

8. 1 am verily a man which am | 
a Jew, born fn Tar’sus, a city in | 
Gi-li’ci-a, yet brought up in this | 
city at the feet of Ga-ma'li-el, and 
taught according to the perfect 
manner of the law of the fathers, 
and was zealous toward God, as 
ye all are this day. 

4, And I persecuted this way 
nnuto the death, binding and de- 
livering into prisons both men | 
and women. 

5. As also the high priest doth 
bear me witness, and all the es- 
tate of the elders: from whom 
ulso I received letters unto the 
brethren, and weut to Da-mas’- 
cus, to bring them which were 
there bound unto .J«-ru’sa-lem, for 
to be punished. 

6. And it came to pass, that, as 
I made my journey, and was 
come nigh unto Da-mas’cus about | 
noor,, suddenly there shone from | 
heaven a great light round about | 
nie, 

7. And I fell unto the ground, | 
and heard a voice saying unto | 
me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest | 
thou me? 

8 And I answered, Who art | 
thou, Lord? And he said unto | 
me, I am Jesus of Naz’‘a-reth, 
whom thou persecutest, 

9, And they that were with me 
saw indeed the light, and were 
afraid; but they heard not the 
voice of him that spaké to me. 

10. And I said, What shall I do, 
Lord? And the Lord said unto 
me, Arise, and go into Da-mas’- 
cus; and there it shall be told 
thee of all things which are ap- 
pointed for thee to do. 

11, And when I could not see 
for the glory of that light, being 
led by the hand of them that 
were with me, I came into Da- 
mas’cus. 

12. And one An-a-ni’as, a devout 
man according to the law, having 
a good report ofall the Jews which 
dwelt there, 

13. Came unto me, and stood, 
and said unto me, Brother Saul, 
receive thy sight. And the same 
hour I looked up upon him. 

14, And he said, The God of our 
fathers hath chosen thee, that 
thou shouldest know his will, 
and see that Just One, and should- 
est hear the voice of his mouth. 

15. For thou shalt be his wit- 
ness unto all men of what thou 
hast seen and heard. 

16, And now why tarriest thou? 
arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord, 

17. And it came to pass, that, 
when I was come again to Je-ru’- 
sa-lem, even while I prayed in 
the temple, I was in a trance; 

18, And saw him saying unto 
me, Make haste, and get thee 
quickly out of Je-ru’sa-lem: for 
they will not receive thy testi. 
mony concerning me. 

19. And I said, Lord, they know 
that I imprisoned and beat in 
every synagogue them that be- 
lieved on thee: 

20. And when the blood of thy 
martyr Ste’phen was shed, I also 
was standing by, and consenting 
unto his death, and kept the rai- 








ment of them that slew him. 

21. And he said unto me, De- 
part: for I will send thee far 
hence unto the Gen’tiles. 


REVISED VERSION. 


1 Brethren and fathers, hear 
ye the defence which I now 
make unto you. 

And when they heard that 
he spake unto them in the 
Hebrew language, they were 
the more quiet: and he saith, 
8 Iam a Jew, born in Tarsus 
of Cilicia, but brought up in 
this city, at the feet of Gama- 
liel, instructed according to 
the strict manner of the law of 
our fathers, being zealous for 
God, even as ye all are this 
day: and I persecuted this 
Way unto the death, binding 
and delivering into prisons 
5 both men and women. As 

also the high priest doth bear 

me witness, and all the estate 
of the elders: from whom also 

I received letters unto the 

brethren, and journeyed to Da- 

mascus, to bring them also 

which were there unto Jerusa- 

lem in bonds, for to be pun- 
6 ished. And it came to pass, 
that, as I made my journey, 
and drew nigh unto Damascus, 
about noon, suddenly there 
shone from heaven a great 
light round about me. And I 
fell untothe ground, and heard 
a voice saying unto me, Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? 
8 And I answered, Who art thou, 

Lord? And he said unto me, 

Iam Jesus of Nazareth, whom 
9 thou persecutest. And they 

that were with me beheld in- 

deed the light, but they heard 
not the voice of him that spake 
10 tome. And I said, What shall 

I do, Lord? And the Lord said 

unto me, Arise, and go into 

Damascus; and there it shall 

be told thee of all things which 

are appointed for thee to do. 
11 And when I could not see for 
the glory of that light, being 
led by the hand of them that 
were with me, I came into Da- 
12 mascus. And one Ananias, a 
devout man according to the 
law, well reported of by all the 
13 Jews that dwelt there, came 
unto me, and standing by me 
said unto me, Brother Saul, 
receive thy sight. And inthat 
very hour! ' looked upon him. 
14 And he said, The God of our 
fathers hath appointed thee to 
know his will, and to see the 

Righteous One, and to heara 
15 voice from his mouth. For 

thou shalt bea witness for him 

unto all men of what thou hast 
16 seen and heard. And now 
why tarriest thou? arise, and 
be baptized, and wash away 
thy sins, calling on his name. 
17 And it came to pass, that, 
when J had returned to Jeru- 
salem, and while I prayed in 
the temple, I fell into a trance, 
18 and saw him saying unto me, 
Make haste, and get thee 
quickly out of Jerusalem: be- 
cause they will not receive of 
thee testimony concerning me. 
19 And I said, Lord, they them- 
selves know that I imprisoned 
and beat in every synagogue 
them that believed on thee: 
20 and when the blood of Stephen 
thy witness was shed, I also 
was standing by, and consent- 
ing, and keeping the garments 
21 of them that slew him, And 
he said unto me, Depart: for I 
will send thee forth far hence 
unto the Gentiles. 
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1Or, recewved my sight and looked 
upon Aim 


LESSON PLAN. 


TOPIC OF THE QUARTER: The Missionary and His Mission. 
Lesson Toric: Calted from Persecuting. 
1. Persecuting Christ’s Church, vs. 1-5. 


Lesson OUTLINE: | 2. Hearing Christ’s Voice, vs. 6-16. 
3. Called to Christ’s Service, vs. 17-21. 


GoutpEen Text: And I said, What shall I do, Lord ?—Acts 
22: 10. 





Dairy Home READINGS: 


M.—Acts 22: 1-21. Called from persecuting. 

T. —Acts 7: 54-60; 8: 1-3. Engaged in persecuting. 
W.—Acts 9: 1-18. The call from persecuting. 
T.—Acts 9: 19-31. The call unto service. 

F, —Acts 26: 1-23, Summoned from persecuting. 
$.—Phil. 8; 1-16. Sorrow from persecuting. 

$.—1 Tim. 1: 12-20. Saved from persecuting. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. PERSECUTING CHRIST’S CHURCH 

1. The Jewish Persecutor: 

1 am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia (3). 
Paul said, I am a Jew, of Tarsus in Cilicia (Acts 21 : 39). 
I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham (Rom. 11: 1). 
Are they Hebrews? Soam I... Israelites? So am I (2 Cor, 11: 22). 
Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel Phil. 3: 5). 
ll, The Educated Persecutor;: 

At the feet of Gamaliel, instructed according to... the law (3). 
At thy feet; every one shall receive of thy words (Deut. 33 : 3). 
Mary... sat at the Lord's feet, and heard his word (Luke 10; 39). 


One in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel (Acts 5: 34). 
After the straitest sect of our religion lived (Acts 26 : 5), 


il. The Zealous Persecutor: 
Being zealous for God, even as ye all are (3). 


The Jews... are all zealous for the law (Acts 21: 20). 
A zeal for God, but not according to knowledge (Rom. 10: 2). 
More excevding zealous for the traditions of my fathers (Gal, 1:14). 
As touching zeal, persecuting the church (Phil. 3: 6). 
IV. The Relentless Persecutor: 
1. Persecuting the Way. 
I persecuted this Way unto the death (4). 


Saul laid waste the church, entering every house (Acts 8: 3). 
When they were put to death, 1... against them (Acts 26: 10). 
I was before a... persecutor, and injurious (i Tim. 1; 13). 

2. On the Way to Persecuting. 


I...journeyed to Damascus, to bring them...to be pun- 
ished (5). 


To Damascus... that... he might bring them bound (Acts 9: 2). 
1 persecuted them even unto foreign cities (Acis 26: 11). 

1. A birthright among God's chosen people did not keep Paul from 
early persecution of those who believed on God's Son. We may 
have | so born in a Christian land, and still not be Christians. 

2. A most complete education did not restrain Paul from early per- 
secution of Christ's followers. We may be college-educated and 
still remain bigoted, ignorant, intolerant opposers of the truth as 
it is in Jesus. 

8. A consuming zeal only made Paul’s mistaken activity the more 

disastrous. We had better never be zealous than to have a zeal 

only for the wrong. 
. A relentless determination rendered Paul's evil work of perse- 
cuting increasingly evil. Weare so much the worse off for hav- 
ing a strong will, ifit be a wrong will. 
A hatred of the Way led Paul into the way of persecuting. If 
we do not love the Saviour, we shall soon find ourselves attacking 
those who do. 


a 


II, HEARING CHRIST’S VOICE. 
1, Voice and Vision: 


A great light...and a voice... I am Jesus... whom thou 
persecutest (8). 


In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, whom ye crucified (Acts 4: 10). 
They crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh (Heb. 6: 6). 
Iam Jesus whom thou persecutest (Acts 9:5; 26: 15). 
i. Direction and Decision: 

Go into Damascus ; and there it shall be told thee (10). 
Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth (Exod. 4: 12), 
Thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee (Jer. 1:7 


). 
What ye shall speak . .. shall be given you in that hour (Matt. 10:19). 
Enter into the city, and it shall be told thee (Acts 9 : 6). 


itl, New Vision: 
Aranias ... said unto. me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight (13). 
Ananias coming in... that he might receive his sight (Acts 9: 12). 


Straightway he received his sight, and followed him (Mark 10; 52). 
Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight (Luke 18; 42). 


IV. New Direction: 
1, Past Appointment. 

God... hath appointed thee... a witness for him (15). 
Ye also bear witness, because ye have been with me (John 15: 27). 
Ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem (Acts 1 : 8). 

Who are now his witnesses unto the people (Acts 13: 31), 
So must thou bear witness also at Rome (Acts 23: 11). 
2. Present Duty. 
Arise, and be baptized. ... Calling on his name (16). 


He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved (Mark 16: 16), 
Repent ye, and be baptized every oue of you (Acts 2: 38). 
In one Spirit were we ull baptized into one body (1 Cor. 12: 13). 
Oue Lord, one faith, one baptism (Eph. 4 ; 5) 
1. The great light shone on Paul in the broad glare of noonday. So 
bright is the divine glory that it overshadows any earthly radi- 


ance. 

2. The divine voice called the sinner by name. Christ addresses 

each of us personally, and it is a waste of time to plead that the 

message he sends us was intended for some one else. 

The warving came to Paul that it was Jesus whom he was perse- 

cuting. Our sins are chiefly not against our friends, ourselves, or 

even our church; but against our Saviour, 

. The true answer to the divine warning is, “ What shall I do, 
Lord?” What we have done, we may repent of—what we shal 
do tests the sincerity of our repentance, 

5. The Lord sent Pau) right on to Damascus, whither the apostle 

had been journeying before. Christianity doesn’t take a man 

out of his earthly surroundings; it sends him on to Damascus, 
but with a new purpose and new hope. 

The beginning of the Christian life is in faith. We must trust- 

fully wait until we reach Damascus for God's plaus regarding 

our life to be unfolded. 

. The new vision of heavenly things may well blind our eyesto the 
things ofthis world. 

8. The reclaimed wanderer. the regenerated persecutor, the regained 

evil-doer, are all sure witnesses of what power there is in the 
Christian life. 


bad 
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III, CALLED TO CHRIST’S SERVICE. 


1. The Call Received: 
Saying unto me, Make haste and get thee quickly out (18). 


When they persecute you in this city, flee into the next (Matt, 10: 23). 
Let them that are in Judwa flee (Luke 21: 21). 
Not walk in Juda, because the Jews sought to kill him (John 7: 1). 








ll. The Call Answered: 

Lord, they themselves know that I imprisoned (19), 

What shall we say after this? for we have forsaken (Ezra 9: 10). 

Our transgressions ... and our sins testify against us (Isa. 59: 12). 

Not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted (i Cor. 15: 9). 

Il. The Answer Answered: 

Depart: for I will send thee ,. . unto the Gentile (21). 

Go thy way... to bear my name before the Gentiles (Acts 9 : 15). 

Then ds I am an apostle of Gentiles (Rom. 11 ;: 13), 

I was appointed ...a teacher of the Gentiles (1 Tim. 2: 7). 

1, We need to make haste and get to our field of Christian labor 
—especially if, like Paul, we have spent the early years of our 
life in opposing Christianity. 

. We have a right to select the home mission field as our place of 
labor, but if God indicates that our place is among the foreign 
missions, it is our euty to go thither. 

. We shall always feel hampered by the record of opposition that 
preceded our acceptance of Christ, but we can do thorough work 
for Christ nevertheless. 

4. We are responsible alike for our doing and for our consenting to 
what others do, We may become implicated in the murder of 
Stephen without having cast a stone. 

5. We may rightfully pause and deliberate and consider regarding 
our future course until God cuts it short with a peremptory 
“Depart.” Then we must at once arise and go. 
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LESSON BIBLE READING. 


CHRIST CALLING TO SINNERS., 
1, While on Earth: 
Christ calling his disciples (Mark 1 : 16-20). 
Christ calling the Galileans (Matt. 4.: 17). 
Christ calling to repentance (Luke 13 : 3-5). 
Christ calling to humility (Matt. 23 : 10, 11). 
Christ calling the unrighteous (Mark 2: 17). 
Christ calling to those who were being lost (Luke 19: 19), 
Christ calling sinners to repentance (Matt. 9:13; 18:11). 
Christ calling the many (Matt. 20: 16). 
2. From Heayen: 
Saul summoned from persecuting (Acts 9: 4; 22:7; 26:15). 
Paul called to service (Acts 9; 15, 16; 22:21), 
The Gentiles called to believing (Rom. 1 : 6). 
The call of the risen Christ (Acts 3 : 26). 
The call of the glorified Christ (Rev. 2: 16; 3:3; 22:17). 
3, Re'ection of the Call: 
Brings blindness to the truth (Acts 28 : 27; Rom. 11:19). 
Causes exclusion and delusion (Matt. 25: 41; 2 Thess. 2: 10, 11). 


Leads to rejection and condemnation (Acts 18: 6; Heb. 12: 25). 
Ends in destruction (Matt. 22 : 7-10), 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The Castle of Antonia probably stood on or near the 
northwestern part of what is now the Harim enclosure. 
Almost midway between the Castle of Antonia and the 
temple*stood the Tower of Antonia, at the north-western 
angle of the temple enclosure. The Tower of Antonia and 
the Castle of Antonia communicated with each other by a 
double series of cloisters, running rorth and south, and the 
tower communicated with the temple by cloisters and stairs 
descending into the outer court, or court of the Gentiles. 

Paul had been seized in the inner court, and had been 
hurried out into the outer court, when the Roman soldiers 
came upon the struggling mob. When the military had 
succeeded in capturing Paul from the rioters, they moved at 
once toward the stairs between the court of the Gentiles and 
the Tower of Antonia, intending to hurry their prisoner up 
the stairs and through the cloisters to the castle. The mob 
pressed upon them so closely that progression was difficult. 
When the lesson opens, Paul had been borne partly up the 
stairs by the soldiers; and had asked and received permis- 
sion to address the people who were pressing closely behind. 
Paul was still standing on the stairs when he began to speak. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D, WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 1.—When the enraged men had been awed to silence, 
Paul addressed them in the Hebrew spoken at that time, 
which had considerably departed from the Hebrew of 
the ancient Scriptures. He could speak both in Greek and 
in Hebrew, having probably learned both in Tarsus, at the 
house of his father, and having also in Jerusalem, under 
Gamaliel, studied the Law and the Prophets in the original 
tongue. But he chose here, in the spirit of conciliation, to 
speak the Aramaic Hebrew. He begins in the usual man- 
ner, “brethren and fathers,’ a form only used by Luke, 
and in respectful addresses, in the Acts. “Men and breth- 
ren,’”’ as well as “ men, brethren, and fathers” is a mistrans- 
lation, and men is omitted in the Revised Version (comp. 
7: 2), being redundant. Compare “a murderer,” Acts3: 14, 
in both the Authorized Version and the Revised Version, 
literally, a murderer man; Luke 24: 19, “a prophet” (in 
both), literally, ‘a prophet man; and in verse 3, “I am a 
Jew,” in Revised Version; “a man which am a Jew,” in 
Authorized Version. 

Verse 2.—And when they heard that he spake unto them in the 
Hebrew language, they were the more quiet: He had stilled the 
noise by the sign that he was going to speak ; but when they 
heard Hebrew words coming from him, it made them more 
willing to hear. This shows that most of them could have 
understood Greek, and were uncertain which language he 
would make use of, but preferred Aramean, especially from 
Paul. 

Verse 3.—I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought 
up in this city, at the feetof Gamaliel. At the feet : That is, having 
received instruction from him, sitting below his table or 
high chair. Compare Luke 10:39 where Mary sits at, or 
at the side of, Jesus’ feet, acknowledging him to be her 
Master. Gamaliel: The most eminent doctor of the law 


then living, of the Pharisaic sect, highly honored in his day, 
Compare chapter 5 : 34, where he 


the grandson of Hillel. 
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ia called “a doctor of the law, held in honor by all the people ;” 
who shows himself not to be a believer in Christ, but to be a 
wise man without fanaticism. He is said to have died eigh- 
teen years before the destruction of Jerusalem.— Being zeal- 
ous for God, even as ye all are this day: Having s zeal for the 
God of Israel and the Jewish religion, as they had to whom 


he spoke. 


Verse 4.—And I perseeuted this Way unto the death (unto 
death). For Way, denoting way of serving and knowing 
God, especially the gospel of Christ, chiefly used in Acts 
(comp. 9: 2; 18: 26; 19: 9, ete.).— Binding and delivering into 
prison (or handing over to an officer to be put into prison). 
His persecution unto death consisted in binding and impris- 
oning, in order that they might be put to death by an officer. 

Verse 5.—As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all 
the estate of the elders. The sense is not “doth bear me wit- 
nesses,” but “is a witness to me,” or in my case. All the estate, 
etc.: Literally, the whole presbytery ; that is, the council of 
the ancients, the sanhedrin. In chapter 9 nothing is said 
of the share of the sanhedrin in giving letters, but only of 
the high priest, who, however, acted as president of the coun- 
cil. And again, Paul is said to have received letters to the 
synagogues ; that is, the rulers of the synagogues, who are here 
called brethren. 

Verse 6.—And it came to pass that as I made my journey, and 
drew nigh (or, while I was on my journey and was drawing 
nigh). About noon does not appear in 9: 3, but is repeated 
in 26 : 13.—Suddenly there shone from (out of ) heaven a great 
light round about me. In chapter 9 the light simply is spoken 
of; and in chapter 26, a light above the brightness of the sun, 
which agrees with the blinding power of the light in 9: 8, 
and with the effect of it in verse 11 below. 

Verse 7.—And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying 
unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? This, with “Jam 
Jesus, whom thou persecutest,” is in all the three accounts, 
being the great point of the wonderful event in Paul’s mind. 
At this point the narrative in chapter 26 passes by the meet- 
ing with Ananias. But the history is continued in chapter 
9 and here. Here, however, it stops with the account of his 
baptism recorded in chapter 9, and goes on to narrate some- 
thing which happened in Jerusalem. 

Verse 8.—I am Jesus of Nazareth, etc. “Of Nazareth” is 
omitted in chapters 9 and 26, but here is expressed, although 
it would be here especially offensive to the unbelieving 
Jews. 

Verse 9.—And they that were with me beheld, indeed, the light, 
but they heard not the voice of him that spake unto me. In chap- 
ter 9 we have, hearing the voice, but beholding no man. As 
Luke must have been aware of the seeming discrepancy 
between the two passages, it is easy to reconcile them. The 
word translated “ voice” denotes the sound of musical instru- 
ments, of wind, of thunder, as well as articulate sounds. 
Here it may be rendered sound simply, or articulate sound, 
as of a human voice, recognized as such, but not understood. 

Verse 10.—And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the 
Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus. In chapter 9 
the question “ What shall Ido?” does not appear (see the 
Revised Version), but the answer here given, “ Arise,” etc., 
follows “I am Jesus,” etc., and the same condensation appears 
in chapter 26, only carried farther. 

Verse 11.—And when I could not see for the glory of that light 
(that is, because my eyes were dazzled by the glory of that 
light). The effect was permanent, although the vision of the 
Lord Jesus lasted but a short time.— Being led by the hand of 
them that were with me, etc. So also in 9: 8, but the clause is 
wanting inchapter 26. (Two readings, I saw nothing, and had 
no sight, or sense of sight,—the latter with most authority,— 
are found here.) 

Verses 12, 13.—And one Ananias ... came unto me... and 
said, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And in that very hour I looked 
upon him. In chapter 9 the order given by the Lord Jesus 
to Ananias, the wonder expressed by Ananias that Paul, who 
came to seize Christian believers, with authority from the 
chief priests, should be brought to the faith, and the Lord’s 
answer, are given at length ; together with the visit of Ananias 
to Paul’s chamber, and the cure; but are passed over in both 
the other places, here and in chapter 26. They are mani- 
festly more suitable for the first history of the conversion of 
Paul than for narration in a public assembly by his own 
mouth.—A devout man according to the law. For devout or 
religious, compare Acts 2:5; 8:2; Luke 2: 25. 

Verse 14.—The God of our fathers hath appointed thee (or 
appointed without hath, or selected). The Greek verb occurs 
in 26: 16; 3: 20 with a various reading, but it is used 
nowhere else in the New Testament.—To know his will, that 
is, his will concerning thee, referring to “ Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” verse 10 above.—And to see the Righteous 
One, as in 3: 14; 7: 52, 

Verse 15.—For thou shalt be a witnéss for him unto all men of 
what thou hast seen and heard. Thus he received the office 
of an apostle, of a witness of the Christ, whom he saw. 

Verse 16.—And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. Tar- 
riest does not imply that Paul was reluctant and needed 
urging, unless, perhaps, he might have felt a sense of un- 





worthiness, as he thought of his past life—Arise and be bap- 
tized: Arise, if not denoting rise up from thy bed, is stand up 
and make thyself ready.— Be baptized has a reflexive sense, 
as in other places,—let thyself be baptized.— And wash away 
thy sins, calling on his name: The word for wash away, used 
only here and in 1 Corinthians 6: 11, is reflexive in both 
cases, although sins, the thing washed away, is not mentioned 
in the latter. The participle, calling upon, is the means by 
which the sins are washed away, “wash away ... by call- 
ing on,” etc.—The name of the Lerd is a Hebrew expression, 
and, indeed, in the important passage from Joel 2: 32, occurs 
the phrase which Peter used at Pentecost: “ Whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered.” He 
who calls on the Lord by his name—who invokes him as God, 
the God of salvation, shall be saved (Acts 2:21). In Joel 
and in Acts 2: 21, the Lord is God, but here by calling on his 
name the name of the Lord Jesus is denoted. The substance 
of the whole is, “offer thyself for baptism (the external part), 
and wash away thy sins by calling on the Lord’s name, as 
the Saviour of sinners.’ To wash away sins is to obtain for- 
giveness, but implies becoming inwardly pure. 

Verses 17, 18.—And it came to pass that when I had returned 
to Jerusalem (from Damascus on his return thither from 
Arabia, Gal. 1:17), and while Iwas praying in the temple, I 
fell into a trance: Literally, I came to be in a trance; by 
which is intended a state of mind separated from outward 
things, and occupied with objects presented to the imagina- 
tion and the spiritual faculty (comp. Acts 10: 10; 11: 5).— 
And saw him saying unto me (that is, the Lord Jesus; comp. 
v.16), Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem ; because 
they will not receive of thee testimony concerning me: This must 
refer to the feeling of the Greek-speaking Jews recorded in 
chapter 9:29, “But they went about to kill him,” upon 
which the Christians sent him to Cesarea and Tarsus. 

Verses 19, 20.—In the trance he replied to the Lord Jesus: 
Lord, they know that I imprisoned .. . them that believed on thee ; 
and when the blood of Stephen, thy witness, was shed, I also was 
standing by and consenting, etc.: The bearing of these verses 
is, apparently, as follows: that his pronounced opposition to 
Christ’s cause ought to make the hostile Jews feel that he 
was sincere, and that it ought to promote his endeavors to 
spread the gospel, which he had formerly opposed. 

Verse 21.—And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee 
far hence unto the Gentiles: It appears from this that if he 
had not received this command, he wopld have stayed in 
Jerusalem to preach the gospel, which once he sought to 
destroy. Still earlier, at the time of his conversion, Ananias 
was told, by the Lord Jesus, that Paul was a chosen vessel to 
bear his name before Gentiles and kings, and the people of 
Israel, but his definite mission to the Gentiles especially was 
not, as far as we know, made apparent to him until the 
return from Damascus. 

With regard to what Paul here says, we must suppose that 
he was determined to tell the truth. His life was the life of 
a preacher, especially to the Gentiles, and neither in his 
epistles nor in the history of him, does any wavering appear 
as to his certain conviction of what his mission was, But he 
came now to a statement before an enraged mob, which con- 
tains an account of his conversion, fitted to make them hate 
him more than they did before. His courage in this was 
sublime, and shows, if anything could show, that he was 
honest. And now having come to the central point of his 
life, the apostle to the Gentiles excited such a violent hatred 
towards himself, that the mob would hear no more from him. 





A CONVERTED JEW. 
BY JOHN A. BROADUS, D.D., LL.D. 


It is often delightful to talk with a recently converted 
Jew, who has, after sore mental struggles, reached the con- 
viction that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah. His joyous 
enthusiasm carries us back to the freshness of early Chris- 
tian feeling, and we seem to stand amid “the innocent 
brightness of the new-born day.” Some converted Jews in 
our own time have turned out badly, as well as not a few 
converted Gentiles. But the prejudice which many a Chris- 
tian expresses against converted Jews as a class, is very 
unjust to them, and not very creditable to him who ex- 
presses it. To say nothing of the many excellent converts 
in our own age, both in Great Britain, on the Continent, and 
in America, such prejudice ought to be shamed into silence 
by the thought of that notable converted Jew who speaks in 
to-day’s lesson. That Jews themselves should be violently 
prejudiced against such a convert is by no means surprising, 
however unjust it may be. And it is very natural and 
proper that a converted Jew should strive to retain the con- 
fidence of his own people, both for his sake and for theirs. 

Paul here speaks avowedly as a Jew, and longs to convince 
and win his Jewish brethren. He wishes to show that he is 
no self-seeking renegade, but has been converted by divine 
power, and guided by divine instruction. Turning as the 
Roman soldiers carried him up the stairs of the fortress, he 
faced the howling mob, and spoke. 

1. He is a Jew, bred and born, long strict and zealous. 

He conciliates the people at the outset by speaking their 
native language. They understood Greek, but they better 





loved, as all men do, their mother-tongue, on which Paul 
himself fell back some months earlier, when with a full 
heart he wished to call God father, and said Abba, the 
household word, the word sweet with childhood’s memories 
(Rom. 8: 15). 

He tells of his early life, to remind them that he was not 
ignorant, but a highly educated Jew. A native of Tarsus, 
he had been for years a student in Jerusalem, under the 
most celebrated teacher of the time. He had been taught 
according to the “strict manner of the law ”—nothing lax or 
latitudinarian—not explaining away the law, nor toning it 
down, but taking strict views of its character and require- 
ments. 

He had been a zealous Jew, with that same zeal for God 
which his hearers were now feeling and showing. He was 
too courteous and conciliatory to add, as he had done a few 
months before, that they had “a zeal for God, but not accord- 
ing to knowledge” (Rom. 10: 2). He had shown his zeal, 
just as they were doing that day, by persecuting Christians. 
Yea, he carried his persecution to the greatest lengths, 
imprisoning “ both men and women,” which last particular 
he seems to remember with peculiar regret, as showing the 
fierceness and hard cruelty of his fanaticism. 


He had been a well-known Jew, and could refer to the 
highest dignitaries, who must remember his sad exploits as 
a persecutor, and the letters of authority with which he had 
set out for Damascus, to carry still farther his destructive 
work, 

Yes, he was as truly a Jew, and had been as zealous a per- 
secutor of the Christians as any man amid all that sea of up- 
turned faces. 

2. He was divinely converted to Christianity, smitten 
down at the very climax of his persecuting course. 


(a.) There came a heavenly light which blinded him into 
submission, and a heavenly voice which declared that his 
conqueror was that very Jesus of Nazareth whom he was so 
busily persecuting. How it startled and subdued him to 
hear that despised Jesus speaking to him out of heaven. 
Then he sought direction: “ What shall I do, Lord?” and 
the glorious Lord did not himself tell him, but referred 
him to human instruction, to be afterward sent him in 
Damascus. Just so we know that Cornelius was bidden by 
the angel to send for Peter, with minute information as to 
the means of finding him, but without at all anticipating 
those lessons which it was the duty and privilege of a man 
to impart. What a privilege it is, and what a duty, that we 
human beings should, in the Lord’s strength, teach one 
another the words of life! 

(b.) There came an honored Jewish brother, divinely sent. 
No objection could be made against the messenger, for he 
was a devout and strict Jew, and was well reported of by all 
the Jews in Damascus. Paul had not turned his back upon 
his own people. It was an honored Jew who brought him 
instruction and comfort as the Lord’s messenger. 


This messenger spoke to him as a brother, and by divine 
power opened his eyes. Then he explained to him the 
divine design in his present experiences. (1.) He declared 
that all this came from the God of their fathers. (2.) The 
design in it was that he should know God's will. (3.) God 
had appointed him to the high privilege of seeing and 
hearing the Righteous One, who had been denied and 
crucified, but was now exalted and glorious (Acts 3: 14). 
(4.) He was to be a witness for the Righteous One unto all 
men, and to witness, not by hearsay at second-hand, but on 
the ground of what he himself had seen and heard. (5.). He 
must no longer mourn in perplexity and gloom, but gladly 
submit to the divine will, seeking forgiveness of all his sins, 
and without delay symbolizing that forgiveness by baptism. 
What a signal, unmistakable, heaven-directed conversion! 


3. He was divinely instructed to become a missionary to the 
Gentiles. Whenever a Jew is converted now, many persons 
at once think that he ought, of course, to labor among the 
Jews. But this is often a mistake. He may be specially 
helpful to Christians. And one born a Christian may be 
more kindly heard by the Jews. 

Paul particularly desired to bear testimony among his own 
people, and win them to the new faith he had found. He 
loved his own people with a passionate devotion. All his 
patriotic sympathies, all his thorough Jewish education, all 
his reputation as a persecutor, seemed to give him special fit- 
ness for work among the Jews. But it was not to be so, 
Again he was divinely stopped and guided. In the holiest 
of places, the temple itself, he fell into a trance; and again 
after three years, saw him who had spoken with the heay- 
enly voice near to Damascus, and who now bade him go 
quickly away from Jerusalem, for the Jews would not 
receive testimony from him. 


It seemed passing strange. In his trance the servant 
remonstrated with his Lord. Did not all the Jews know 
how, “in every synagogue,” he used to imprison and beat the 
believers in Jesus? Had he not openly displayed his sym- 
pathy with those who put Stephen to death? Was he not 
the very man whom the Jews would believe, when now 
preaching the faith of which he once made havoc? (Gal. 
1: 23.) But no, the matter is cut short. The’ Master will 
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listen to no argument, but peremptorily bids him “depart... 
far hence unto the Gentiles,” a foreign missionary. 

Yes, with all his love for the home work, and his special 
fitness for it, to all human appearance, and his splendid, 
unrivalled powers, Paul must be a foreign missionary. Let 
every Gentile, through all the ages, thank God for this 
Great apostle to the Gentiles. Let all men behold with won- 
der and awe, that, as a missionary to the heathen, he accom- 
plished more for his own people than if he had remained at 
home. Let all who humbly love the Lord Jesus submit 
themselves, and those they love better than themselves, com- 
pletely to his direction, who best knows what is for our use- 
fulness and for his glory. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Hear ye the defence which I now make unto you (v.1). A 
man mustn’t be always defending himself, or explaining his 
actions, to others. Life is too short, and time is too precious 
for that. But there are occasions when a man owes it to 
himself, to his friends, and to the cause of truth, to speak 
out, and to make clear what is now a tangle of inconsistencies, 
oraweb of misconceptions. It is a great thing to know 
when to explain, and when to let things explain themselves. 
Paul had wisdom from above to enable him todo the right 
thing in this line. Any man with the faith of Paul can 
have wisdom on this point from the source of Paul’s wisdom. 

When they heard that he spake unto them in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, they were the more quiet (v. 2). The Hebrew language 
was their dearest language. It touched them at the point of 
sympathy. Paul had a new hold on them when he spoke in 
that language. He knew that, and therefore he chose that 
language in speaking to them. Paul showed his wisdom 
and showed a kindly loving spirit in the very words of his 
choice at this time. It is always better to choose points of 
agreement, rather than of difference, in any attempt to reach 
others for their good, or for the cause of truth. Yet there 
are those who will choose the points of difference as a start- 
ing point in such an effort, and then will count themselves 
“martyrs” when they experience the results of a conflict 
which they have needlessly brought about. 

Iam a Jew, ... brought up in this city, ... instructed accord- 
ing to the strict manner of the law of our fathers (v. 3). A 
man’s experience is an element of power in his teaching, 
and he has a right to make use of it for good. Whether he 
thinks the same now as formerly, or has changed his opin- 
ions, he speaks with added force to his hearers, when he 
shows them that he knows all about their way of looking at 
things, from having been in their place himself. “What do 
you know about it?” is a very common way of sneering at a 
wise man’s wise counsel against conduct wholly at variance 
with kis present course of living. “1’ve been through it all, 
myself,” is a fair answer to that sneer. Paul understood the 
value of this sort of response ; and it is well for us all to have 
it in mind also. 

I... heard a voice... I answered, Who art thou, Lord?... 
He said ... Iam Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest (vs. 
7,8). Paul seems to have been thoroughly conscientious in 
his opposition to the religion of Jesus. He had meant to do 
right, and he thought he was doing right. But now he 
found that he had been fighting against God. Paul was not 
the last man to sin conscientiously, not the last whose most 
earnest efforts to do right were in opposition to the spirit 
and teachings of Jesus. All persecution for opinion’s sake, 
all uncharitableness, all misjudging of the motives, the con- 
duct, the opinions, of others; and very much of that which 
a Christian disciple counts his zeal for the truth, his inde- 
pendence of opinion, or his fidelity to his own conscience,— 
is a sinful hostility to Jesus and the followers of Jesus. 

I could not see for the glory of that light (v.11). There is 
such a thing as having too much light, as having so much 
light that we can see nothing. If God should send us all the 
light we ask for, we should all be blinded. What we need 
is not more light, so much as more faith—in a world where 
we must walk by faith rather than by sight. Light, in and 
of itself, is no guide to truth. Its glare is liable to bewilder 
if not actually to blind the human eye. Unless our faith 
keeps pace with—no, keeps ahead of—the light which we 
have, we are pretty sure to be worse off than if in darkness. 
That is the trouble with many a poor scientist—from the 
young medical student up to the agnostic philosopher—the 
light which has come into his eyes has dazed his sight, and 
he doesn’t know enough to ask some one to take him by the 
hand and lead him. “ Lord, increase our faith!” is a better 
prayer, for most of us, than “ Lord, increase the@ight!” 

While I prayed, ...I...saw him (vs. 17, 18). There 
are other blessings through prayer than a direct answer to 
our requests. In drawing near to God, we can look for him 
to draw near to us. There is no time when we can so confi- 
dently expect to see Jesus clearly by the eyes of our faith as 
while we are praying in his name, according to his invitation 
and command. When our burdens are heavy, and we are 
weak; when our path is beset with dangers, and we hesitate 
to move forward ; when a cloud shuts down about us, and we 
fear as we enter into the cloud,—then, if we pray in a sense of 





need and in simple faith, we may hope to seeour Saviour close 
at hand, and to recognize in him one who is able and ready 
to bear our burdens, to give us strength and guidance, to be 
with us in whatever trial we are called to, and to bring us 
throngh all clouds into light and gladness and peace. 

Make haste (v.18), Promptness in doing is as important 
in God’s service as patience in enduring. The sooner a duty 
is attended to, a danger is turned from, or an error is cor- 
rected, the better. If we are in the wrong place, we ought to 
“make haste” and get out of it. If we are engaged in a bad 
business, we ought to “make haste” and quit it. If we are 
pursuing an improper or an unwise course of conduct, we 
ought to “make haste” and do differently. If we are indulg- 
ing a habit which we should not wish fastened upon us per- 
manently, we ought to “make haste” and break away from 
it. If we have wronged another, we ought to “make haste” 
and repair the injury. If we have wounded another's feel- 
ings, we ought to “make haste” and express regret for our 
conduct. Wecannot be too prompt in meeting every respon- 
sibility which is upon us forthe time being. We need never 
fear that it would have been better for us to have delayed 
doing right. 

Iwill send thee forth far hence(v.21). God always has a place 
for his children. If they are not wanted in one sphere, they 
are in another. Their place may be “far hence,” far from 
the sphere which they long to fill, far from their present 
circle of companionship; in quite another profession and 
line of service from that which they have felt sure they 
were intended for; but wherever it is, it is the only place for 
them to bein. The far-off place which God chooses is better 
than any place nearer which is the disciple’s preference. God 
sometimes comes to a teacher in his class, to a superintendent 
at the head of his school, to a pastor in a delightful field of 
labor, to a father or a mother in a pleasant home, to a student 
in the middle of his college career, to a business man in a 
work for which he seems eminently fitted, and says to the 
surprised hearer, “I will send thee forth far hence.” When 
God speaks that word, no child of his may hold back from a 
prompt and hearty acquiescence. The only proper response 
to such an announcement is, “ Even so, Father, for so it seems 
good in thy sight.” 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REY. A. F. SCHAUFFLER. 


Paul's Defense; or, the Apostle’s Autobiography.—Our last 
lesson left Paul on the stairway, surrounded by the Roman 
soldiery, with the mob calmed into silence, standing in the 
court beneath. Silence being granted, Paul opens his lips, 
and makes the “defense” of our lesson to-day. This.defense 
was nothing more nor less than the story of his life from a 
religious standpoint. This story he never completed; for 
the mob again broke into wild cries of rage before the apostle 
had finished his narrative. Exactly how he would have 
finished the address, we cannot tell; but probably he would 
have tried to show them that, in going to the Gentiles, God 
blessed his work and poured out his Spirit on them, as well 
as on the Jews, in accordance with the promise of Joel (see 
Acts 2: 14-21). We are not concerned, however, so much 
with the unspoken part of the address as with that part 
which we have. The apostle’s life, as he here sketches it, 
may be divided into three parts: 

I. Paul Persecuting Jesus.—For in persecuting the disci- 
ples, he really persecuted their Lord. Intelligent, cultured, 
intense, influential Paul was a grand persecutor. He would 
have made a first-class inquisitor. In fact, for a season he 
was the leader of the opposition to the followers of Jesus. 
Note the following facts: (1.) Paul persecuted intelligently. 
When this hated sect was broken up in Jerusalem after the 
martyrdom of Stephen, Paul never for a moment thought his 
work was done. The main army had indeed been put to 
rout, but he saw in a moment that the scattered fragments 
must be annihilated before victory was complete. In this 
he showed the true genius of a general. So he deliberately 
laid his plans to follow and harass the scattered bands of 
disciples. Armed with official autnority, he himself (for he 
scorned to delegate this favorite work to others) went 
from city to city, arresting all who called on the name of 
Jesus. Not to neighboring cities alone did his activity 
extend, but to far-off Damascus as well. (2.) Paul perse- 
cuted relenilessly. Ie was not content with arresting the 
ringleaders merely. No; all, women as well as men, who 
loved Jesus, Paul hated. No fear or favor moved him, and 
the feeble as well as the strong were the objects of his wrath. 
He gave no quarter to any. Nothing short of Stepben’s 
death would satisfy his bloodthirsty soul. Then only will 
this relentless man rest, when he has reduced this new sect 
to the silence of the grave. Extermination is the goal at 
which he aims, and which he means to reach. Yes, Paul 
persecuted relentlessly. (3.) Paul persecuted consecratedly. 
This is strange, yet true. He gave himself to this work; not 
his means or his thoughts only, but himself. With a furious 
enthusiasm he threw himself into this Satanic work, and 
never spared himself for a moment. Were there Jews, 
believers, bound in Damascus? Paul thinks himself only 
too highly privileged, if he may have the joy of bringing 





them in person to Jerusalem, there to be tried, and killed if 
possible. He scorned working by proxy, if he could do the 
work in person. What a photograph to give of himself! 
An intelligent, relentless, consecrated persecutor! How the 
ecclesiastics in Jerusalem must have loved and caressed him ! 
How they must have smiled on and courted him, their 
redoubtable champion! How the Christians must have 
dreaded him, even as the Saracens dreaded Richard the 
Lion-hearted. 

II. Paul Prostrate before Jesus.—Yes, in the very dust of 
the road, on the way to Damascus. Yes, before the very 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom with all his soul, up to that 
moment, he had hated and reviled. In an instant all his 
cherished plans were dissipated. He forgets the errand he 
was on, and at once, prostrate in spirit as well as body, cries 
out, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me todo?” Truly, this is 
one of the most wonderful conversions in the history of the 
Church. So sudden, so miraculous, so complete, so perma- 
nent! Humanly speaking, the history of the world was 
more changed by that incident on the road to Damascus 
than by any of the “decisive battles of the world.” We love 
to tell of Platea, Thermopyle, Marathon, Tours, Waterloo, 
and Gettysburg as decisive events in the world’s history. 
But each and all of these have not exerted so great an influ- 
ence on humanity at large as this battle of Jesus with Paul 
his enemy. It was a wonderful “single combat.” On one 
side, the despised Nazarene ; on the other, the esteemed Phari- 
see. It lasted but a moment, and the Pharisee was conquered 
once and for all. 

Note: Certain wise skeptics claim that all this occurrence 
may be explained by Paul’s having been sunstruck at noon, 
on that hot and dusty road, and that he mistook the blinding 
light of the sun for a divine appearance, and in his super- 
stitious way thought it was Jesus who appeared tohim. To 
which we answer, that if a sunstroke can make such preach- 
ers of the gospel as Paul became, by reason of that experi- 
ence, we had better close our theological seminaries, and 
set all their students out under a boiling sun to be sunstruck. 
Such criticism is on a par with that of the German commen- 
tator, who says that when Jesus said to Martha, “ But one 
thing is needful,” he meant, “ Don’t cook too much, we really 
need only one dish.” 

III. Paul Praying to Jesus—When a man falls prostrate 
before Jesus, it will not be long before he begins to pray. 
Tn our lesson he tells us how he was praying in the temple. 
But in Damascus as well, we find him praying (Acts 9: 11). 
In this prayer he evidently asked for guidance as to what he 
could do for Jesus. A good prayer that for a young con- 
vert. Too many merely ask for pardon, and stop. Paul 
went farther, and asked for orders. He took it for granted 
that Jesus had something for him todo. And he was right. 
Christ has work for every disciple to do, and can as easily 
make known to us his wishes as he could direct Paul. If, 
every day, every disciple would sincerely pray, “‘ Lord, what 
can I do for thee to-day?” we should have fewer drones in 
the church. Most people think that the pith of prayer con- 
sists in asking for things for themselves. But such asking 
breeds selfishness. How few, however, ask for a spirit of self- 
sacrifice, of helpfulness, of service. Let the teacher try to 
impress upon the scholar that the better way is to ask less 
for personal blessings, and more for directions in the service 
of the Master. 

Now, in all this wonderful transformation of character in 
the case of the apostle, ask what it was that brought about 
the change? It was Jesus. And if he did it in Paul’s case, it 
is he who does it in every case. Jesus saves, and he alone. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


What is the meaning of “defense”? Why did Paul need to 
defend himself? Was hein danger? Why? From whom? 
What had the Jews been trying to do tohim? Why did 
they hate him? Where was he when they seized him? 
How came the chief captain and soldiers to be there so 
quickly? What was the name of the chief captain? Each 
soldier carried with him a chain; what did the chief cap- 
tain command two of them to do with their chains? As the 
soldiers and the crowd pushed Paul up towards the castle, 
what did the people cry out? 

Paul’s Speech on th: Stairway.—Paul lifted his chained 
hand in the sight of all the crowd below, and began to speak 
to them in the Hebrew Janguage. See what he calls the 
very men who had tried to kill him: “ Brethren and fathers,” 
and tells who he is, and how he came there; for some of 
them had thought or guessed that he was the leader of a 
robber-band. “I am a Jew,” he said, and told all his life- 
story; how that when he was a boy he was brought to Jeru- 
salem and taught by their greatest teacher. There he stud- 
ied more than twenty years, learning thoroughly all the 
Old Testament Scriptures, all the Jewish law, all that the wis- 
est scholars could teach. He had been as strict as they, and as 
bitter against all who were not Jews; he owned that he had 
done to others just what they then wanted to do to him ; he 
had helped to imprison and kill Christians; he told them 
that the old high-priest and some of the fathers might 
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remember how he helped to bind and put in prison men, 
and even women, who believed in the Way. That was what 
some of them called the new religion. Who said, “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life”? 

Paul’s Journey to Damascus.—(Show Damascus on the map.) 
Paul told the listening Jews what he saw when he was near 
the city. It was at noon, when suddenly a bright light shone 
around him, brighter than the sun. In the dazzling light he 
had a sight of such glory that he was blinded, and fell to the 
ground. Whose glory did he see? Out of the brightness 
he heard a voice saying: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me?” He did not answer that question, but he asked one 
in reply: “ Who art thou, Lord?” The answer was, “I 
am Jesus whom thou persecutest”’ The soldiers with him 
saw the light, but they did not hear the words spoken to Paul. 

Paul's Changed Life.—Saul became Paul, a changed man ; 
his hatred was gone, his way was stopped, and he did not 
know what to say orda. He was ready to own Jesus Christ 
as his Lord; to obey him, and like a child waiting to 
be shown the way, he asked the question in our golden 
text. Would it have been of any use for Paul to ask what 
to do unless he was ready and willing to doit? Did he 
obey? The Lord said to him: “ Arise, and ge into Damascus; 
and there it shall be told thee of all things which are ap- 
pointed for thee to do.” Something, then, was appointed for 
him to do; could he do it? Did he wait to know what, 
before he began to obey? What was the first thing he was 
told todo? Could he arise? He was on the ground, stunned 
and blinded. He did arise. Could he see how to goon? No, 
but he was willing to be led, and the soldiers who went to 
help him bind and lead others to prison and to death, took 
his willing hand, and led him a step at a time, a new servant 
of the Lord. 

Paul in Damascus.—Paul told the Jews about a Jew in 
Damascus named Ananias, a man who kept all the Jewish 
law, and was well thought of by all the Jews. He wasthe man 
whom the Lord had chosen to help Paul, and to tell him 
what he should do. He came to Paul, called him brother, 
cured his blindness, and told him of the God of their 
fathers ; for, as Paul and Ananias were both Jews, they could 
speak of the God of Abraham as their God. He told Paul 
that God had chosen him to know the divine will, to see the 
Righteous One, to hear his voice. Paul was to be a witness, 
Ananias said, a witness for Christ, telling what he had seen 
and heard. Then Ananias told him to be baptized, as a sign 
that he had repented, and that his sins had been washed 
away, and that he had begun a life of prayer, calling upon 
the name of the Lord. Would the Jerusalem crowd believe 
all that Paul told? 

Paul in Jerusalem.—He told them about the time when he 
was in their city, three years after that. They might have 
known that Paul was a strict Jew, for he told how he prayed 
in the temple, and that, while he prayed, the Lord said: 
Make haste, and go quickly out of.Jerusalem. Paul 
wanted to preach to his own people; but He whom they had 
crucified knew the hearts of the Jews. Paul said to the 
Lord: They know that I imprisoned and beat them that 
believed on thee; they know how, when Stephen was killed, 
I was willing, and held the clothes of those who cast the 
stones. The Lord did not answer what Paul said; in 
one short word he gave the order, “ Depart.” Paul had 
tried before this journey to be a missionary to the Jews. 
The Lord knew their hearts, and knew what thoughts they 
would have, while Paul spoke. Paul went on to tell what 
more Jesus said: “ Depart, for I will send thee far hence 
unto the Gentiles.” That hated word, “the Gentiles;” when 
they heard it they hissed and howled ; they would have torn 
Paul in pieces, but he was among the soldiers. They could 
only shake their garments in the air, throw handfuls of dust, 
and shout, with frightful curses: Away with such a fellow 
from the earth; he is not fit to live! What can you learn 
from this speech of Paul's? What in it proves that God 
sees and knows every thgnght and action? What shows 
that Jesus is persecuted by every word or act against his 
friends? Did the Lord hear and answer when Paul asked: 
“What shall [do?” Are you willing to ask that question? 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


What address has been given us resulting from the assault 
upon Paul in Jerusalem? (Title.) What was the one great 
inquiry of his Christian life? (Golden Text.) 

To what classes was Paul’s defense addressed? (v. 1.) 
What other address in this book opens in the same way? 
What effect had the Hebrew tongue upon Paul’s audience? 
(v. 2.) Why did it claim their attention? What lesson 
does it suggest concerning the dress of thought? What 
experience in common had Paul and his hearers? (vs. 3, 4.) 
What advantage did he gain by mentioning that fact? 
What suggestion does it afford the teacher? Point out and 
describe Tarsus. Who was Gamaliel? What evidence 
could Paul produce that his account of himself was true? 
(v. 5.) By what supernatural manifestation did he declare 
his career had been arrested? (vs. 6-8.) How many times 





is the account of his conversion ‘produced in this book? 
What is the purpose each time? What fact is noted in this 
sixth verse which is lacking in the first account? In what 
tongue was the account given before Agrippa? Why was 
the tongue in which the Lord spoke mentioned in that 
account, and notin this? What evidence could Paul pro- 
duce of the truthfulness of his account thus far? (v. 9.) 
How do you harmonize thistruth with Acts9: 7? What evi- 
dence of his blindness could he produce? (vs. 10,11.) Why 
was he stricken with blindness? To what witness could he 
refer concerning his restoration, his call to the ministry, and 
his baptism? (vs. 12-16.) Why does he introduce Ananias 
and his Jewish standing in this account, and not in the one 
before Agrippa? What is the relation between baptism 
and the washing away of sin? (1 Pet. 3: 20,21.) Why was 
Saul’s conversion attended with the supernatural and by 
many witnesses? How did the Lord communicate with him 
at Jerusalem? (vs. 17,18.) What is the difference between 
a “heavenly vision” and a “trance”? How does Paul 
answer the Lord in the trance? (vs. 19, 20.) Does he refer 
to these well-known facts as a reason why they should, or as an 
explanation why they would not, receive his testimony? On 
what word did he lose his audience? (vs. 21-24.) Why 
would they hear no more? Were twelve, thirteen, or four- 
teen men chosen of the Lord to the apostleship? 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
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HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 
“ Once I was dead in sin.” 

** Jesus, gracious one, calleth now to thee.” 
Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult.” 

“ To-day the Saviour calls.” 

“ Oh, what shall I do to be saved.” 

“ Brightly beams our Father’s mercy.” 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


“Tue Hesrew Toneve.”—In some of the remote dis- 
tricts of Ireland (and the Celt often resembles the Semite in 
folk-traits) the Protestant missionary can always gain a hear- 
ing for his message by speaking it in the old Erse language; 
for the Erse-speaking Irishman who has not been brought 
into contact with modern ideas esteems the Erse a holy lan- 
guage, not understood by Satan, and in which no heresy can 
be spoken. 

What is meant by the “Hebrew” which Paul spoke, is a 
matter of doubt. At the time of Paul the biblical Hebrew 
was the holy language—the language of Scripture and of the 
liturgic prayers, and, according to Delitzsch and others, also 
the language of literature. At the same time the vernacular 
of the people was Aramaic—a language akin to Hebrew. 
Both of these languages seem to be spoken of in the New 
Testament as “Hebrew.” If Paul wished to command gen- 
eral attention, and to be understood by the instructed only, he 
would have used the biblical Hebrew; if he wished to be 
understood by all his hearers, he would have used the ver- 
nacular Aramaic. The latter course seems to have been the 
one taken, if we may judge from the quickness with which 
the people caught Paul’s reference to his mission to the 
Gentiles. 


“Ar THE Freer or GamMaLrer,”—An Oriental school is 





quite unlike an Occidental one. It may be held in the open 
air, or in a building; but in either case, teacher and scholars 
either stand up, or, more characteristically, sit cross-legged 
upon the floor. The teacher sits in the centre, the scholars 
forming a semicircle around him. In this position, they are 
said to sit at his feet. Are the pupils learning to write? 
They trace the letters with a sharp stick on the ground. Are 
they learning the formulas of religion? They shout them 
out after their teacher with all the vigor of youth; then 
question and answer and illustrative anecdote follow each 
other with rapid words and dramatic gestures. Paul would 
probably learn directly from the Bible till he was ten years 
old; then from the Mishna until fifteen; and thereafter his 
study would chiefly consist of the vast body of tradition in 
the Gemara. It was this last period which would bring 
Paul into contact with Gamaliel; as the change in study, 
from fifteen onward, corresponds roughly to our “ going to 
college,” and Gamaliel’s position corresponds somewhat to 
that of a modern college president. 

Tus Way.—The Oriental mind often conceives of reli- 
gion as a royal highway through the king’s dominions. 
Only those who are the King’s followers have a right to 
travel on that Way; hence, in the Bible, we have such 
expressions as “the way of the Lord” [Jehovah’s road] 
and “the way of Egypt” [the Egyptian road], to indicate 
the separate paths which those who love the Lord and those 
who forsake him, are traveling (Jer. 2: 17,18). Thus also 
in the New Testament, we have “the Way;” that is, the 
road which Christ has opened up for his followers. In this 
lesson, “the Way” is used for those who travel on that Way, 
just as we say “the country,” when we mean the people of 
the country. See an article on this subject in The Sunday 
School Times for May 3, 1884. 


“Letrrers un'ro ... Damascus.”—The authorities at 
Jerusalem had no jurisdiction in Damascus; how then did 
the letters from the Sanhedrin give Paul power to bring 
prisoners to Jerusalem? We may get a hint from the con- 
dition of the Jews in some Eastern communities to-day. 
Where the Jews, inhabiting a non-Jewish district, form a 
separate community, the ruling power often prefers to treat 
with them as a community, leaving purely internal questions 
to be settled by the Jews themselves. Thus, the government 
will demand a certain sum as tribute from the community; 
but will leave the Jews themselves to decide how much each 
individual in the community must contribute. This enables 
the more powerful members of the community to throw the 
whole burden of taxation on the weaker members. Similarly 
in Damascus the arrest of Christians was a purely internal 
Jewish question. The converts were arrested as heretical 
Jews; and inasmuch as the Jews throughout the world recog- 
nized the authority of the Sanhedrin, there would be little 
difficulty in persuading the Jews of Damascus to send their 
prisoners to Jerusalem for punishment, At this period the 
government of Damascus was in an unsettled state, so that 
there was no strong central authority. 





WHO WAS GAMALIEL? 


(rom Fairbairn’s Imperial Bible Dictionary.) 


The name Gamaliel is chiefly thought of now as the name 
of the Jewish rabbi or teacher at whose feet Paul represents 
himself as having been brought up (Acts 22: 3). 

A great many notices are found in the rabbinical writings 
of this man (see Lightfoot, Hore Hebraice, Acts 5: 34), 
from which it appears that he was held in the highest respect 
among his countrymen. He is there reported to have been 
the son of Rabbi Simeon, and grandson of the famous Hillel; 
to have had the presidency of the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem 
during the reigns of Tiberius, Caligula, and Claudius, and to 
have survived the destruction of Jerusalem eighteen years. 
These accounts cannot altogether be relied on; but they may 
fairly be taken as evidence of the high place held by Gama-~ 
liel about the period of the gospel era, among Jewish author- 
ities. In the same writings, the epithet of Aazoken, the aged, 
or the elder, is frequently ascribed to him. There is a patris- 
tic tradition of his having become a Christian, and received 
baptism from the apostles Peter and John; but it is entitled 
to no credit. 

On the one occasion in which Gamaliel appears taking any 
part in connection with Christianity, it was not as an advo- 
cate ef its claims, but as a man of moderation and prudence, 
restraining the intemperate zeal of his fellow-councillors, and 
advising them to leave matters to the testing influence of 
time. His speech may certainly be regarded as indicating 

th a broader and a calmer view of the subject than was 
taken by others around him; but it bespoke no leaning 
toward Christianity itself. It had, however, the effect of 
saving the apostles from immediate violence; and in that 
point of view isto be regarded as among the means employed 
by God for shielding the infant cause of the gospel. But 
men could not remain long in the neutral position of Gama- 
liel; and within a few years afterwards, the most noted rep- 
resentative of the school of Gamaliel, Saul of Tarsus, comes 
forth breathing threatenings and slaughter against the fol- 
lowers of Jesus. ° 
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A CHAPTER OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
SONG-BOOKS.* 


The unusually long intermission of our important 
function of criticising the books of Sunday-school hym- 
nody as they appear from time to time has resulted in a 
great accumulation, upon the editor’s table, of this sort 
of literature. Consequently we are able to give less 
space to ‘detailed criticism of the several books. But 
happily we are able to recognize, in the character of the 
books before us, little need of that exhibition in detail 
of individual faults and absurdities which was a large 
part of the critic’s duty when, eight years ago, we began 
this work of thorough systematic criticism. 

It is only just to the readers who are in the habit of 
looking to us for counsel in this matter, to call their 
attention to the higher standard of comparison and of 
criticism that is imposed on the critic by the general 
improvement in the quality of the whole range of these 
publications; and not by this only, but by the immense 
advance in good taste in every department of art and 
culture, which has been so remarkable a characteristic of 
the last ten years, and which is visible in the architecture 
of every town and village between the two oceans. The 
popular poetry, the music, the pictorial art, of ten years 
ago would not satisfy the demand of to-day; and that of 
thirty years ago would, much of it, not be tolerated. In 
this great improvement in a secondary matter, the pub- 
lishers have sometimes been leading the people; but in 
many cases, it is easy to see that the people have been 
leading the publishers, and that these have even been 
timid about following. 


This suggests the criticism that seems to be required 
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by Joyful Lays, by the Rev. Robert Lowry and W. 
Howard Doane. In previous years, we have pointed 
out the high comparative merit of the publications of 
Biglow and Main, as among the best of their class. And 
it can hardly be said even now, that the present volume 
is not as goed as its predecessors from the same press, or 
even better. But it can be said that it is not as much 
better as it ought to be, in view of the progress in the 
"| public taste. The average song in the present collection 
is very much “the same old song” that the Sunday- 
schools have been singing from the days of Mr. Brad- 
bury down. 

To illustrate what is meant by a new song that is 
nothing but an old one, take these lines from page 38: 


“ We shall reach the summer land, 
Some sweet day, by and by, 
We shall press the golden strand, 
Some sweet day, by and by: 
O the loved ones watching there, 
By the tree of life so fair, 
Till we come their joy to share, 
Some sweet day, by and by. 
2. “At the crystal river’s brink ”— 


and so forth, and so forth, Everybody knows what 
comes next, 

It is not charged that this is a plagiarism, nor even an 
imitation. It is, in the honest, commercial sense of the 
words, “original poetry.” The tune, by Mr. Doane, is 
not less original than the verses. And yet the Sunday- 
schools have been singing substantially this ditty for 
twenty years, under one title or another—Golden Shore, 
Crystal River, Evergreen Shore, Golden Hereafter, 
Sweet By-and-by, and a dozen other aliases. Meanwhile 
the schools are learning to look for better hymns and 
better music than is here represented. 

The credit of leading in the van of the public taste, 
even at the risk of losing the market, is, in our opinion, 
due among the books mentioned in the present article, to 
Songs of Praise for Sunday-schools, edited by E. H. 
Johnson. This is, in itself considered, the best book for 
Sunday-school worship that we have yet seen. In selec- 
tion, adaptation and method, it shows on every page, 
with hardly an exception, pure taste, reverent feeling, 
and good judgment. The hymns in it are hymns, and 
are arranged according to a simple and convenient order 
of subjects; and the music is such as, for an average, 
not many grown-up congregations have the opportunity 
of using. Such a book as this will probably not be 
widely successful ; but wherever it is introduced, under 
a competent leader, and used perseveringly for a few 
months, it will be likely to win and hold its place 
against song-books of a more popular, but less merito- 
rious, cast. Such hymns and tunes as are here provided, 
do not “catch on” at the first hearing, like a lyric of 
Mr. Sankey, or of Mr. Lowry; but when they do catch, 
they do not let go. 

The great merit of this book is that it is an honest 
compilation from many authors and composers, and 
those the very best of this generation. The editor, in 
two or three compositions, proves himself a good musi- 
cian ; and he shows good sense and modesty in confining 
himself to the proper work of a compiler. 

We have not found a single line in the book which is 
distinctively Baptist. And yet the publishers’ imprint 
may tend to limit the circulation of it. 

Not less impressively non-sectarian than the last- 
named book is The Westminster Sabbath-school Hymnal, 
prepared by the Rev. Dr. John W. Dulles, and Mr. 
Theodore F. Seward. There is no apparent reason why 
this should not have been published (with change of 
title) by the Baptists and the Baptist book by the Pres- 
byterians, or both of them by the Lutherans or the 
Methodists or the Episcopalians. If it had been pub- 
lished by Biglow and Main, it would have gone accept- 
ably into Sunday-schools of ail sects and names. It is a 
good book, comparatively speaking—one of the best. It 
is, as every good book must be, a compilation from many 
sources, and the musical editor, Mr. Seward, has used 
with forbearance his opportunity of introducing his own 
compositions—pleasing and correct as these always are; 
while the literary writer, Dr. Dulles, is as experienced 
in practical Sunday-school needs as he is correct in 
taste and sound in doctrine. The fact that the book 
is constructed in a spirit of adaptation, so as to 
include a considerable proportion of the very best, 
with a comparatively small modicum of less meritorious 
pieces, unquestionably commends it to a wider market, 
and fits it for more general use among Sunday-schools, 
in the present state of musical culture. This policy is, 

we are disposed to think, quite justified by expediency. 

To illustrate the difference between a well-compiled 





collection and a book which is disproportionately the 


work of one man, or of two men, the reader may com- 
pare either of the two last-named books with Song 
Worship for Sunday-schoois, by L. O. Emerson and 
W. F. Sherwin. Mr. Emerson is well known as one of 
the most prolific producers of cheap and easy psalmody 
now living. Mr. Sherwin is capable of better work, and 
he writes ordinarily with a more serious purpose; 
though this does not so clearly appear in the present 
book. The chief objection to the book is in that which 
is perhaps the pride of the two authors and the boast of 
the publisher. Out of a hundred and seventy-six pieces 
of music, a hundred and eighteen are by the two editors. 
As to the quality of the materia] thus offered, it is as 
good as could be expected under such conditions. More 
need not be said. 

Another one-man book, and a really remarkable one, 
not wholly obnoxious to the censure pronounced upon 
the last, is Gospel Melodies, a collection of sacred songs 
for use in gospel meetings, and other similar gatherings, 
by Harrison Millard and others. If this were offered as 
a sufficient manual of worship for a Sunday-school, not 
all its notable excellencies could save it from condemna- 
tion. But as a magazine of materials for such occasional 
uses as are indicated in the titlé&page, it is very rich. 
Mr. Millard is a composer of marked talent, especially 
in the direction of folk-songs; and it is pleasant to note 
the tenderness of religious feeling in some of his verses. 
But the greater part of the verses have been furnished 
by George Cooper and M. L. Hofford, and some of them 
are very good. The little book may be commended as a 
quarry, to intending compilers, due attention being paid 
to its copyright notice. 

The next five books are characterized by a peculiar 
music-typography, called “ Hood’s Notation,” which 
consists in a mark in the head of each note, to indicate 
its place in the diatonic scale. It gives a queer look to 
the page, and may perhaps be of some use to inexpert 
singers who have learned to depend on it, while it need 
not be a very serious annoyance to other people. The 
five works printed in this notation are Our Sabbath 
Home Praise Book, edited by John R. Sweney and 
W. J. Kirkpatrick; Spicy Breezes, by the Rev. Dr. 
G, W. Ray and Charles E. Prior; Peerless Praise, by 
J. H. Kurzenknabe ; Songs of the New Life, by W. War- 
ren Bentley; and Songs of Redeeming Love, edited by 
John R. Sweney, C. C. McCabe, T. C. O’Kane, and W. J. 
Kirkpatrick. All these are published by John J. Hood, 
Philadelphia. The last two are better suited for the 
“gospel meeting,” than for the Sunday-school. In 
character, they resemble the popular Gospel Songs, and 
are of nearly the same grade of merit; but they have the 
disadvantage of appearing at a time when the public ear 
is comparatively weary of the mannerisms of that sort of 
song. 

The character of the three Sunday-school books in 
the list may be judged by an extract from the preface to 
Our Sabbath Home: 

“We have material always on hand—choice pieces as ever 
were sung—shall we hold them back until they become anti- 
quated, or at once give them to an eager throng, ready and wil- 
ling to receive them? We prefer the latter course,—it is our 
chosen business to meet just such demands,—and while the 
schools of the land are enjoying the beautiful melody and 
sacred poetry of the present collection, we will, D. V., continue 
our labors in preparation of a successor.” 

It is hardly necessary to add any critical remarks. Here 
is a distinct announcement, which might seem of the 
nature of a threat, that these people mean to keep 
pumping incessantly over the patient public the “ weak, 
washy, everlasting flood” of their religious ditties. The 
editors of Spicy Breezes, also, @re anxious to satisfy “the 
ceaseless craving of Christian men and women for new 
hymns and music,” and they flatter themselves that 
“this demand will never cease.” At pages 38 and 39, 
the reader may see how they have done it. First, on 
page 38, there are six stanzas, with chorus, each begin- 
ning, “I will stand up for Jesus.” Second, on page 39, 
we have a new hymn, out of which we extract these 
fresh, novel, and striking stanzas: 

“Thou the refuge of my soul, 
When life’s stormy billows roll; 
I am safe when thou art nigh, 
All my hopes on thee rely. 

‘Saviour, lead me then at last, 
When the storm of life is past, 
To the land of endless day, 
Where all tears are wiped away. 


REFEAIN.—“ Saviour, lead me, lest I stray, 
(Lest I stray) 
Gently down the stream of time, 
(Stream of time) 
Lead me, Saviour, all the way. 





(Au the way.)” 
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Can any one imagine healthy and tolerably intelligent 
scholars preferring these parodies to the strong, simple, 
and noble hymns of George Duffield and Charles Wes- 
ley, from which they are made? If there are such, they 
may be glad to know that the editors of these books 
promise them a copiots supply, fresh every year. 

The most distinctive thing in Peerless Praise is its 
“Theory of Music””—which is the title of a brief singing- 
school method. We take from it a few etymologies: 
“ Melody.—From the Greek, melodia ; two words, melos— 
song, and odia—tune. . . . Harmony.—From the Greek, 
armonia, close together. . . . Time.— Timo, to regulate.” 
Editors of Webster and of Worcester will please make a 
note of this for their next editions. The musical reader 
may, from these examples, learn the therit of the whole. 

Exalted Praise is a new collection of hymns and tunes 
for the Sunday-school and sanctuary, by George C. Hugg 
and Frank L. Armstrong. The best things in this book 
are a few hymns by the Rev. Dr. H. C. McCook, who 
now and then strikes a fine and ringing note, as in this 
refrain : 

“With Christ we'll walk the wayside, 
With Christ descend the vale, 
With Christ arise and mount the skies, 

With Christ forever dwell.” 
But the general dead level of the book only seems the 
more monotonous by the contrast. Mr. Hugg’s music is 
sadly jiggy and flippant, and sometimes very incorrect. 
The book is padded out at the end with two choruses from 
the Creation, which have a queer look, as if they hardly 
knew how to behave in the company in which they find 
themselves. 

Songs of the Kingdom and Holy Voices are by the 
same editors, the Rev. Isaiah Baltzell and the Rev. E.S. 
Lorenz. In the former book, the editors frankly an- 
nounce that they adopt popular acceptance as their 
standard of selection. In the second, this appears 
clearly enough without announcing. Their estimate of 
the popular taste is not a high one, and their work cor- 
responds to it. Their books are as good as the general 
run of books constructed on this principle, and very 
much like them. 

In Gospel Bells, by J. W. Bischoff, Otis F. Presbrey, 
and the Rev. Dr. J. E. Rankin, we have a new 
proof that the only safe course for a compiler, in this 
line, who is also a copious writer, is to adopt a “self- 
denying ordinance.” Dr. Rankin is the author of many 
pleasing verses; and but for the temptation to empty 
his portfolio into the compositors’ hands, the world 
might never have found out about his poorer work. His 
musical associates in the present work are fully compe- 
tent to produce the average Sunday-school tune. 

Emma Pitt, the editor and publisher of Gospel Light 
for the Sunday-school, is a profuse writer of verses, 
which make up a large part of her book. It would be 
difficult to discover among them an original thought, a 
fresh expression, or a felicitous phrase. The book has 
no positive character of its own. 

Sabbath Bells, by W. B. Blake, is a book which is 
characterized by considerable variety, but not by strik- 
ing merit. It is divided into “Sabbath-school songs” 
(pp. 3-56), “‘ praise songs” (pp. 57-80), “gospel songs” 
(pp. 81-104), and “hymns for worship” (pp. 105-110). 

The Gem of Gems, by Asa Hull, gives evidence that 
Mr. Hull has not stuck to the business of making little 
songs for so many years without improving by experi- 
ence. His early ventures were not promising; he had a 
way of striking off, after the first few notes, into some old 
tune, and singing serenely along quite unconscious that 
it was not wholly novel and original. Something of this 
habit still clings to him; as when, on page 8, he sings 
“Shells of Ocean” to “ A Gentle Breeze,—words and 
music by Asa Hull,” or on page 76, where he gets agoing 
with a melody of Mr. Lowry, and cannot get it out of 
his head. He is quite like his fellow-craftsmen in the 
business, in his diligent working over of old ideas. For 
“Tell Me the Old, Old Story,” he has “Tell Me the 
Story of Jesus;” for “The Sweet By and By,” he has 
“The Sweet over There;” and a “New Whiter than 
Snow,” and a new “He Leadeth Me.” But “the old 
are better,” even when the old are not very good. 

One of the better books on the present list is a South- 
ern book,—Love and Praise, by W. Ludden and G. O. 
Robinson. The Sunday-school muse does not seem so 
completely to have broken all bounds, at the South, as 
in the North. Consequently these editors, not being 
deluged with new songs and tunes, have selected and 
arranged, often with excellent judgment and taste, from 
good sources. The book is classified thus: Opening and 
closing exercises; infant class; anniversary and festival ; 
and miscellaneous songs, which last section constitutes 
the body of the book. Northern Sunday-schools might 





do much worse than send to Savannah for their hymn- 
books. 

New titles for Sunday-school singing-books are not so 
easy to find. Perhaps that is the reason of the Latin 
title Carmina Centum, which distinguishes the collec- 
tion by the Rev. S. Morrison. The music of many of 
these hundred pieces is by the editor, and is much to be 
commended, It shows small command of musical 
resources, but good taste, and a delightful absence of 
those clap-trap tricks of rhythm which have infested 
almost all books of this sort for the last ten years. The 
best of the hymns are from the Rev. W. T. Sleeper and 
Dr. Rankin, and some of them are very good indeed. 

In Echoes of Praise, by H. J. Bowman, we do not find 
anything that we can praise. The book does not show 
such a degree of musical culture as is demanded under 
present conditions of Sunday-school singing. 

Gospel in Song, by F. A. Blackmer, is in the style of 
the Gospel Hymns, to which it is nearly equal in merit. 

Songs of Faith, Hope, and Love, for Sunday-schools 
and devotional meetings, compiled by Albert J. Holden, 
is a beautifully printed book, with a fair, broad page, 
the work, apparently, of a young musician of excellent 
ability and culture, and of refined but not over-refined 
taste. The hymns are chosen with good judgment. The 
music is always interesting, but shows the tendency, 
common in young composers, to a forced originality in 
the harmony. Considered asa manual for constant use, 
it suffers from an undue proportion of the editor’s own 
work. But considered as a source of materials, this adds 
to its value. 

Of Sacred Songs for Little Singers, by Helen P. Briggs, 
nothing need be spoken but praise. It occupies a place 
by itself, being meant for primary classes. It is beauti- 
fully child-like without being childish—unlike so many 
books which are childish without being child-like. The 
hymns are adapted, with refined musical feeling, to 
really choice melodies, which are not the less within the 
reach of little children for being taken from such writers 
as Schumann, Mendelssohn, Schubert, Dr. Steggall, and 
John Baptist Calkin. The editor, Miss Briggs, does not 
bid for a vast circulation, such as comes with fully sup- 
plying many schools with a book for each scholar. But, 
for the sake of musical culture in the next decade, and 
for the present delight and religious comfort of thou- 
sands of little children and their teachers, it is to be 
wished that there might be two or three copies of it in 
every primary class in the country. 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_———_—_. 

CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1885. 
Kansas, state, at Fort Scott........0..s00sscceesees seers seers May 12-14 
Colorado, state, at Canon City..........ssccseseseceesereeeesee »June 2-4 
Ohio, state, at New Philadel phia..................cceeee seers June 2-4 
New York, state, at Binghamton. ..............c00-secessees June 9-11 
Minnesota, state, at Faribault.................000ssssesseeses June 23-25 
Indiana, state, at Lafayette........0 ..ccccccs coccvccsecoccesess June 
New Brunswick, provincial, at Moncton............ October 20-22 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


— Dedicatory exercises were held Sunday, January 
25, by the pastor and officers of the Hope Chapel, situ- 
ated at 339-343 East Fourth Street, New York City, at 
their new building recently erected. The Rev. Dr. 
Howard Crosby and Mr. Ralph Wells and others were 
invited to take part in the Sunday-school services of the 
afternoon; while the Rev. Dr. Marvin R. Vincent, the 
Rev. Dr. S. Ireneus Prime, Dr. B. St. John Roosa, and 
the pastor of the chapel, were the speakers announced 
to address the evening gathering. 


— Several prominent Ohio Sunday-school workers are 
busily engaged in advancing the Sunday-school cause in 
that state. The Rev. Chauncey N. Pond, corresponding 
secretary of the State Association, in addition to editing 
Highways and Hedges, the Ohio Sunday-school paper, 
is engaged in conducting various Sunday-school gather- 
ings, one of the most important of which was the 
recent joint convention of the tenth district of Ohio and 
Huron County; which met January 27 and 28, at Belle- 
vue. Details of the meeting are not yet at hand. 
Colonel Robert Cowden, chairman of the Ohio Sunday- 
school executive committee, also proposes to take up the 
work of Sunday-school organizing in Ohio. 

— Reports from the various officials of the “ Home” 
Sunday-school of the Third Presbyterian Church of 
Chicago were presented at the last session of the school 
for 1884. During the year a re-arrangement of the 
classes took place, with a division into senior and junior 
departments. This move was found desirable, as thus 





the younger classes could be grouped near the desk, 
with the results of securing better order, while at the 
same time the seating of the older classes together in the 
rear of the room would prevent the elder scholars from 
the possible idea that they were “getting too old to 
attend Sunday-school,” as they might have thought, had 
the senior and junior scholars been mingled throughout 
the room. The school has three assistant superinten- 
dents, one of whom looks after the music, while each of 
the other two has immediate charge of one-half the 
classes, the superintendent having general oversight of 
the whole. The burning of the church building in the 
fall left the school without a home of its own; and a 
slight falling off in attendance was the result, though 
none of the regular sessions of the school were omitted. 
The average attendance for the year has been something 
less than eight hundred. It is interesting to note that 
all of the five teachers who attended every session of the 
school during the year were ladies. 


COUNCILS IN. PROSPECT. 


—Attenticn is called to the fact that the next con- 
vention of the Minnesota State Sunday-school Associa- 
tion will meet at Faribault, June 23-25. 


—It is announced that the second session of the Sea 
Side Sunday-school Assembly will be held upon the 
Assembly’s grounds, at Key East, New Jersey, from 
August 4 to August 16. 

—Some two hundred Sunday-schools were organized 
by the twelve missionaries employed by the New York 
State Sunday-school Association last summer, and the 
work is still going on, though it is somewhat cramped 
just now from lack of funds. The officers of the As- 
sociation therefore ask for contributions and for the 
payment of pledges given at the Syracuse convention 
last year. This year, the state convention will be held 
at Binghamton, June 9-11. 


—Every county of Indiana has a Sungay-school organi- 
zation; and there are, in addition, many local and township 
Sunday-school organizations. Much enthusiasm should 
therefore be manifested in the coming twenty-first conven- 
tion of the Indiana State Sunday-school Union, which will 
assemble at Lafayette some time during the last week 
of June. Mr. W. H. Levering, of Lafayette, member 
for Indiana: of the executive committee of the Inter- 
national Sunday-school Convention, is president of the 


| State Sunday-school Union. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—n Kentucky are thirty-seven counties known as 
“ mountain counties,” having a population (in 1880) of 
313,000, in a total area of nearly 10,000 square miles. In 
some localities the people are as cultivated and refined 
as in other parts of the state; while in others, the gen- 
eral moral and spiritual condition is deplorable. A 
missionary of the American Sunday-school Union labor- 
ing there writes: “Two or three more Sunday-school 
missionaries are greatly needed in this region. I am not 
able to meet half the calls made upon me.” 

—Two-thirdsof the children of Minnesota are reported 
to be still outside of the Sunday-school. Over seven 
hundred Sunday-schools have been founded in the state 
during the last four years—the greater part of them by 
the missionaries of the American Sunday-school Union 
—but there still remains in some quarters such a degree 
of superstition and ignorance regarding religious things, 
that the Mormons find Minnesota a promising field in 
which to secure recruits. Fifty-seven converts to Mor- 
monism are said to have gone from Minnesota in Novem- 
ber. There is evident need for vigorous Sunday-school 
and home missionary work, especially in the newer por- 
tions of the state, and the American Sunday-school 
Union is urgent in requesting money to carry on the 
work in that field. The Union asks for about $800 a 
year for the support of each missionary sent thither, 


~ With a view to reaching adults who are not at 
present in the Sunday-school, Mr. J. B. Phipps of Balti- 
more, the secretary of the International Sunday-school 
Convention, is reported as about to commence a new 
work in the Mount Vernon Methodist Episcopal Church 
of Baltimore, as an aid to Bible study. “The Assembly ” 
will not be conducted exactly as a Bible-class nor pre- 
cisely as a Sunday-school, though partaking of the 
nature of both. It will meet in the lecture-room of the 
church at half-past nine Sunday mornings, to discuss 
religious topics suggested by a committee in charge, and 
adults not members of any Sunday-school will be spe- 
cially welcomed to the gatherings. The leader will 
present the subject in whatever manner he chooses, and 
afterward it will be open for general consideration, 
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Prominent Sunday-school workers have 
been invited to prepare papers and to pre- 
sent the current Sunday-school lesson from 
time o time. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 52,500 
copies, Advertisers are free to eaamine the sub- 
scription list at any time, The advertising rate 
is 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent, on two insertions, to 50 per cent, on an 
advertisement running a year, 











Horsford’s Acid Phosphate for lemons or 
lime juice, is a superior substitute, and its use 
is positively beneficial to health. 


A New Suit. Faded articles of all kinds 
restored to their original beauty by Diamond 
Dyes. Perfect and simple. 10c. at all drug- 
gists. Wells, Richardson, & Co., Burlington, 
Vt. 


Pearline. With this article, it is claimed, 
the family washing can be done with ease, 
with economy and despatch, and as it is thor- 
oughly disinfectant, it will be seen that when- 
ever used the result is pure and healthful. 
As there are imitations of this in the market, 
be sure and get the genuine, manufactured 
only by James Pyle, New York. 








The gift of the Crazy Patchwork Book to 
every new subscriber to the Fashion Quar- 
terly, will be continued for another month. 
This patchwork book contains transferable 
designs, 100 new stitches, and full instructions 
for this fascinating pastime. The Fashion 
Quarterly for Spring will contain a colored 
fashion plate, designed by the most successful 
modiste of Paris, ind a complete story by one 
of America’s most famous writers, and many 
other features. Cut this out and send with 
50 cents to Strawbridge & Clothier, Eighth 
and Market Streets, Philadelphia. 


_° THIRD | 
AMERICAN SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL UNION’S 
DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, 


EDITED RY 
PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D,, LL.D. 
Made larger and handsomer, and reduced in 
price from $2.50 to $2.00. 


This "Dictionary of the Bible ainatades Biography, 
= History, Geography, Topography, Arche- 
sion. and Literature. 148 Maps and pictures spe- 

y prepared for it, tables of Jewish weights and 
measures, and is replete with Bible veheteens op 
every subject. 

This edition gives effect to the very latest results of 
Eastern exploration and Oriental scholarship, 

It contains nearly 1000 pages, and measures 8 inch’ 
by 6 inches by 2 inches. ” 

The press and leading ministers of the gospel of 
Geniominations have, after whe pegs said of it: “ 1 
is the cheapest and best book of the kind in the mar- 
ket.” “Dr. Schaff has iven us a Dictionary of the 
ae concise, manageable, intelligible, and trustwor- 

“No Bible D Sctionary with which we are fe 

can equal this in accuracy of statement and 

freshness of information.” “ It contains the results of 

all modern investigation.” ‘There are many helps to 

readers, and all have merits. This one covers 

the tha bole ground. " “IT know of no Bible ,, Dictionary 
it to have so wide a circulation.” 








The American 
Sunday-school Union, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Phila., or 
10 Bible House, New York. 


CASSELL'S § FOR FEBRUARY, 
“FAMILY 15 conten Number. 





15 Cents a Number. 
$1.50 per Year. 
MAGAZINE Read “Brother Jonathan’s 
Womankind"—“Our Autograph 
Books" —” How Remew stant Radoome- Work is Done” —*“ Our 
Model Reading Club”—“ Velvet and Furs”"—* Chit- 
Chat on Dress" —** The Secret of Making Clear Soups” 
—“The Gatberer,” etc. Each number is fully illus 
trated. Prospectus free on application. 


CASSELL & COMPANY, Limited, 
7398 and 741 Broadway, New York. 





PEAKING OF * ‘ BABYHOOD.” THE HARRIS- 
nuRG Independent says: “ Itis the first organ of 


the kind ever projected, but that such a periodical has 
pot been oe before isa reproach to the progress 
of educat 


on and civilization, The baby has a para- 
mount claim to cultured attention and thoroughly 
trained nursing. We Welcome Bary HOOD as a cham- 
n.” The ristian Statesman says: “That Dr. 
roy M. Yale and Marion Harland are Its editors is 

sufficient guaraiuty of its merit. 
oan new magazine may be had of all newsdealers, 
SS BaBy Hoop,” 13 Spruce Street, New 

MB centsa number, $1.50 a year. 


soges “34 


INS, 91 ‘Arch Street. 





L SUPPLIES 
OPELU ef AP iste 
Philadelphia, Penn. 





CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 
PUBLISHERS, 
743-745 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


ABOUT BUYING BOOKS. 


New YORK, January 28, 1885. 
E believe that we publish a class of 
good books which appeal strongly 
to the readers of The Sunday School 
Times, and we propose now to have a talk 
on book matters, in the hope that we may 
be able to make direct connections with 
the 55,000 subscribers of this excellent 
paper who want to buy and read books of 
the greatest value and interest in all 
branches of literature. We are the more 
anxious to have our publications become 
known to The Sunday School Times read- 
ers, as a very large number of the subscrib- 
ers, we learn, live where there are few 
bookstores; we want to act as the book- 
store for the whole country; the admira- 
ble ‘and cheap mail facilities make this 
possible and desirable. Not only do we 
supply books bearing our own imprint, but 
all books which are obtainable, though in 
writing it is well to state the name of pub- 
lisher of any given volume, that there may 
be no mistake in the edition or price. 

Have we made plain our idea in print- 
ing this advertisement? .We want to put 
ourselves in direct communication with 
you. Now, about our own publications. 
We have only time to mention a few ofthe 
newest books; it would occupy more than 
this page of The Sunday School Times 
to enumerate carefully our publications of 
the year, and a catalogue, which we will 
send you, will give the whole thing in a 
nutshell. 

A few words about some of the late 
publications: We begin with “ Marion 
Harland’s” book, “ Eve’s Daughters; or, 
Common Sense for Maid, Wife and 
Mother;” it is hardly worth while to say 
anything more concerning the character 
of the author’s writings, as about 200,000 
copies of her books have been sold, and her 

mmon Sense in the Household” has 
one into 100,000 families alone. Hernew 

ook is full of helpful advice given in a 

enial and motherly way. Its price is 

1.50. Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote 
to the author the other day: 

glad to a8 io tr counsel to you sex is 

anne by Mention and based on knowledge of the 

complex elements of the problem you have to deal 


with. It is needful, and will be useful as coming from 
@ woman who knows what she is talking about. 


A book, in short, that may be honestly 
commended to every woman in every walk 
of life. Among the most vital books written 
for Christian people is Dr. H. J. Van Dyke, 
Jr.’s, “ The Reality of Religion;” it is a 
brief and spirited plea for earnestness in 
religious matters. A professor in Prince- 
ton College thought so highly of it that 
he bought over 150 copies the other day 
to present to his pupils. The editor of 
the New York Observer says: 


“It is emphatically a book for the times. We 
should be glad to quote, in full, the nunotnctery note 
which is worthy o: being printed as a tract and scat- 
tered broadcast as a plea for genuine vital religion, 
* being with and for God,’ Instead of a reli, ion of dog- 
matism, and formality, and soulless moral ty.” 


The price is $1.00. A book which 
speaks for itself is President Noah Porter’s 
“ Elements of Moral Science.” We can- 
not attempt to describe its scope or merit, 
but we will mail a full description if you 
will send for it. The price is,.$2.50, and 
the size octavo. “ Egypt and Babylon : 
from Sacred and Profane Sources” is 
Professor George Rawlinson’s new book. 
One vol., 12mo, $1.50. Max Miller has 
written a volume of “ Biographical 
Studies.” It treats largely of the great 
leaders of religious teaching in India. 
Price, $2.00. The “Croker Correspond- 
ence and Diaries” is a very important 
work just published. The newspapers 
have, and are still printing, long articles 

n it, so we shall not go into details. 
The price of our edition is $5.00 for two 
large volumes, about one-third of the cost 
of the London edition. So much for 
“solid” books. 

A few new titles: ‘Personal Traits of 
British Authors,” edited by Edward T. 
Mason. A delightful series of anecdotal 
biographies of the most famous authors of 
thecentury. The two volumes now read 
(cloth bound, $1.50 each) contain: Vol. I. 
Sketches of Byron, Shelley, Moore, Rogers, 
Keates, Southey, and Landor. Vol. II. 
Wordsworth, leridge, Lamb, Hazlitt, 
Leigh Hunt, ‘and Procter. Sidney Lanier’s 





Complete Poems; “ Bermuda; The Sum. 
mer Isles,” by Mrs. Julia O. R. Dorr. A 
charming little volume, $1.25. “Stories 
by American Authors,” 50 cents per vol- 
ume, boundin cloth. 8 volumes out, send 
for a list. 

We publish a descriptive literary 
monthly journal—Tue Boox-Buyer: A 
Monthly Summary of American and For- 
eign literature, 50 cents a year. It gives 
brief and honest notices of every impor- 
tant new book; poor books and trash it 
does not discuss. The record is long 
enough, though compact, and it does not 
take much time for the reader to get an 
adequate idea of what is going on in the 
literary world. We want to get you inter- 
ested in it, and secure you as a regular 
subscriber. If you question as to whether 


you will get the worth of your Fifty Cents, 
send to us fora sample copy, and judge 
for yourself. There are a few copies of 
the illustrated holiday number left. The 
price is ten cents. 

We have filled a good deal of space, but 
we have not said all we want to. We shall 
be glad to hear from you, whether you 
merely want a catalogue or special in- 
formation concerning some book. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, New York. 
A RARE CHANCE TO SECURE 


THE BEST READING 


At less than one-third its value. 








Holiday Numbers WIDE AWAKE, THE 
PANSY, OUR LITTLE MEN AND WOMEN, 
CHAUTAUQUA YOUNG FOLKS’ JOURNAL, 
and BABYLAND, 5 Magazines and two charm- 
ing books, Tip Lewis and His Lamp, by “ Pansy,” 
and Margie’s Mission, by Marie Oliver, illustrated 
and containing nearly 400 pps. each, will be sent, on 
receipt of 30 CENTS, to those who will distribute a 
few Gards and circulars which wil) be sent with the 
above, Postage paid. 


D. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers, 


32 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 


THE QUIVER 


FOR FEBRUARY is JUST OUT. 
Poll of prostame and questraining reading for bon 
and every Religious, but non-sectarian. Mors 
healthy, and elpful. Short stories and serials, poetry 
and pictures. Read 

Popular American Preachers, 
by Rev. L. D. Bevan, D.D., late of the Brick Church, 
N. Y. Tuer Quiver is the cheapest and the best Sun- 
day Magazine ip the world. 

15 cents a Copy. $1.50 per Year. 
Prospectus free on application. 


CASSELL & COMPANY, Limited, 
739 and 741 Broadway, New York. 


ABBOTT ON “THE ACTS.” 


An Illustrated Commentary for Christian Workers. 
Svo, cloth. Price, pestpaid, $1.75. 
“It will rank amo = — commentaries of the 
day.” — Rev. Wm. M. D.D. (Cong. ng.) “For quick 
rebrenceon aminister’s Mabie. for helpat family study. 
for aid in the Sunday-school lesson, I should comme 
this as the best book I know.”— Cc. 8. Robinson, 
D.D, (Pr =) “Convenient in form, Com clear, 
and interesting in comment,” — Bis 








yer ney will be wise to $e posuere, ermselves 0: tite 
7 Foster (Meth.). “I have met with 

oe ins oft omer ~~ wh . in my ent, is so emi- 
nently —: e earnest Sun -echocl 
teacher yo is pre aA. 4. for teach "— Rev. R. i 
Meredith (Cong.). **One of the Fy Feet 

of the contare” . HH. D. Meth.) The 
best commen —immensely ive and inter- 
esting to me.”— Wayland vr D.D. ( t.) “It 
approaches nearest the true idea of & pop com- 


mentary.”—res. Anderson poe) 
A. 8. _ BARNES & ‘Publishers, 
New York and Chicago. 


NEW EDITION READY JANUARY 31. 
Year Book of Sermon and Golden 
Texts for 1885. 


By J. E. KITTREDGE., D.D. 
Benes, Loe 5,000 copies called for within ten 


cation. 15 cents; $11.00 per hundred. 
, = J-- edn trable.”—J. H. 


Manag Stn in +. oe and skelilAdi in execution.”— 

has done a valuable service in the 

es of this excellent manual.”’—S. S. Journal. 
re good 


thing if every . alamo 
scholar could have a copy.”— The Eram 


WARD and DRUMMOND. 
116 Nassau St., New York. 


THEOLOGICAL ROOK STORE 


H. B. GARNER, 710 Arch Street, 
Form’ly Smith, English,&4 Co. PHILADELPHIA. 
____— SEND FOR CATALOGUE. 











RECENT BOOKS 


By D. L. MOODY. 
Prevailing Prayer: What Hinders it? 
Paper cover, Mc.; cloth, Oc. An earnest and 
solemn work, full of helpful hints on the aids and 
hindrances to revaliling ay ty 
“ This great subject has been t theme for 
and prophet. an¢ of all good men in all 
world; and my desire “= sendi forth this little 
volume is to encourage God's children to seek 
rayer,‘to move the arm that moves the world.”— 
rect j from Preface. 


JUST ISSUED. 
To the Work, to the Work. A Trumpet 
= Exhortations to Christians, Pauper cover, 
We confident expect thts hw phe value es ge 


means of inspiring not hundreds, but t. 
more efficient effort in the Christian 1 ife. 


FORTY-FOURTH THOUSAND. 


The Way to God, and How to Find It. 
reat Puts the “the way 9 Ay“. - Pe who runs may 


BIGHTY-FOURTH THOUSAN 

Heaven: Its Hope; Its Inhabitants ; Tts 
Happiness; Its Riches; Ite Reward. Paper cover, 
We. ; cloth, 6c, 


“Mr. Moody's unfaltering faith and rugged a 
asm are man on every page.”’— Curistian 
cate. 


FIFTIRETH THOUSAND. 
Power; or, The Secret of Success 
op oree Life amd Work. Paper cover, We.; 


“A deeply earnest and helpful book for the use of 
Christians, on the work of the} Holy Spirit.” 


ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTIETH THOUSAND. 
Twelve Select s. Paper cover, 
We. ; cloth, Gc. 


ale the Pins yng 64 pp. 16mo. 


» aiianiaeeeans postpaid, to any address, 
on He of price. 
Apecial rates for distribution made known on applica- 


F. H. REVELL, Publisher, 


146 and 150 Madison St., Chicago. 


New Sunday School Songs. 


JOYFUL LAYS 


CONTAINS NOT ONLY THE NEWEST BUT 
THE BEST SONGS ISSUED THIS SEASON, 
Price, $30.00 per 100 Copies, in Board Covers.” 
HUNDREDS OF SCHOOLS 
have adopted JorruL Lave, ¢ and are delighted. 


We publisha lar Books for 
Bunday schools, y+ eof Fopals Guba im meetings, 
oirs, etc. 








A full catalogue and specimen pages sent free on 
request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 East Ninth St., New York, 
81 Randolph St., Chicago. 


EASTER MUSIC. 


OUR RISEN LORD. 


A NEW EASTER SERVICE. 


Prepared by J. R. MURRAY. 


Containing carefully prepared Responsive Read- 
ings, interspersed with appropriate new music by the 
best writers, 

Sixteen pages. Price, 5 cents each by mail, or 8 
cents a dozen; $4 a hundred by express, not prepaid. 

Published by JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


The Choice Singing Book for 1885 is 


“GOSPEL LIGHT.” 


Thousands singing At 2S RR hymns are delighted. 
We earnestly — all desiring new books to send 
30 cents in stamps for a sample co 


copy: 
discount offered to superintendents pur- 
chasing within thirty days. 

Address, EMMA PITT, 


205 North Carey Street, Baltimore, ‘wa 
Easter music now in press. . 


HOLY VOICES. 


B 
Revs. E. 8. ae and ISAIAH BALTZELL. 


Fresh, and ‘nz ost superior, to any Music Book 
yet produced Sunday-schools. 192 


pages, board 
cover. 35 cents single oo SPE, by mail, postpaid; $4.00 











per dozen by mail, it r dozen by express, 
express charges ane ; $30.00 satbanaand by express. 


Specimen st ae address. 
pps” J. suey. Publisher, Dayten, O. 
For sale by booksell 


LOVERS OF MUSIC 


B.. sending $2.00 to the NATIONAL PUBLISHING 
20 EXCHANGE PLack, NEW YvRK, will receive a 
band handsomely bound Music F ‘Olio, contain 
full quarto size of choice instrumental 
eperntic music, songs. San ances, etc,,and will also receive 
each month, by mail, forone Year, coment ele- 
gant, new @ Fae a nd Musicas published by them. 


RAISE 








EWELS 0F 






NEW S, S. MUSIC BOOK 


Price, 35 cents; $3.60 per dozen. 
ASA HULL, 240 Fourth Ave., New York,N. Y. 





TEACH ERS Should not fail to send for 
our NEW list of Cards, Oleo- 
graphs, Art Studies and Gifts. 


- Latham & Co., 929 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 


EP. DUTTON & OOD., Eston 3 Seo 


ork. 





ABBATH BELLS 
Newest, Baicutsst and Beer Boos for Sunday 
—— A the market.« 1s BRIM FULL OF GEms. 


at r 
THE FIRESIDE FRIEND PUB. CO. Springticld, Obie 









your Sunday-school Supplies, and save money. 
Order Warp & DRUMMOND, 1 ile 6 Nassau St., N. 


PyBucarigns of American Tract Society, at 150 
Nassau St., New York, and 1512Chestnut St, ‘Phila. 


yRESSENSE greatest work, “ A Study of Origins.” 
Pp Price, $1.50. JaMEs Pott & Co., New York. 








OUR SABBATH HOME! rismicn "5 RW. 


One copy malied J. Hoop, 1018 Arch St., Phila. 


FOR Pavtaty SP on; 
CARDS list. free. GOODENOUGH “3 


WOGLOM, by Nassau St., N.Y. 











Tus BEST. SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS. 
Send for HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO.’S 


S"s. 5 cents to H. H. Carter, Stationer, 3 Beacon 
St., Boston, for samples of paper and envelopes. 





T. ¥. CROWELL & CO., Pitty Tom” 
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Guizot se 


REDUCED IN COST from $33.00 to $8.00, or com-|and gives it from the pen of a master, that can be thought of 
paring contents fairly, from $49.50 to $8.00, for the only | as a rival to the mammoth production of: Guizot.. How Mr. 
other American edition of Guizor comes down TO} Alden can give the eight volumes, and this on good paper, and 
The French Revolution, only, and is continued to Na- clear type, including the multitude of illustrations,isa thing 


poleon III. by Martin, and $49.50 
price of the two works. THIS 


LIBRARY EDITION covers from the earliest times to 
1848, is written by M. Guizot, Prime Minister of France, 
and completed from his notes by his daughter, Madame 


Guizot Dz Writ. It is published in 


octavo, printed from the type shown by these lines, con- 


tains the 426 Illustrations, mostly 


imported edition, is bound in tasteful Library style, 
dark green cloth, beveled boards, gilt tops. 
set, only $8.00 by express, or, sent prepaid for $9.60. 

“ There is only ONE DRAWBACK. . . it seems more 
like getting a present than making a purchase. Guizot/ a}) previous efforts, and has given us a MARVEL of EX- 
is the most brilliant of French historians, as well as the most 
to be relied upen. He isthe Macaulay of the history of France; 
his style and treatment are philosophical, didactic, rich in 


detail, dramatic in arrangement. His 


emotion, like a quick stream ; his characters rise before us as 
in the flesh ; they are men and women, not historic lay figures. 
It is as charming asany romance, and the interest is permanent. 
It is a work to keep and read and re-read for years.”—Domin- 


ton Churchman, Toronto, Canada, 


“ In ENGLISH, at least, orig/nal or translated, we have|/and make checks, drafts, or 
NO WORK of French history that CAN APPROACH) money orders, payable to JOHN B. ALD isher 
IT." We can name no work that gives the complete history, ALDEN, Publisher, 











TT 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





CELEBRATED 
ILLUSTRATED 


P’rance 


is the published |¥® have CIPHERED over, but we fail to understand 

ILLUSTRATED 4t, The first volume gives substantially the -beginnings of 
French history. It is of necessity the dullest.of the eight, yet 
with Guizot even logarithms would be readabdle,””— 
Christian Leader, Boston, Mass. 

“ The MARVELOUS CHEAPNESS of these profuse- 
ly illustrated and handsomely bound volumes must provoke 
comment everywhere. Each volume is easily worth 
full-page, of the $2.00, according to the standard of prices asked, This is 
the only complete American edition of this work, which is 
known as the best popular history of France,”—Journal, 
Indianapolis, Ind, 

** In the reproduction of this work the publisher has outdone 


8 volumes, small 


Price of the 


CELLENCE, in every respect, at a marvel of cheapness.” 
—Christian at Work, New York. 

Sg Hundred-Page Catalogue, free, descriptive of the best 
narratiye is full of |},oks of the world, at the low- 
est prices ever known, together 
with terms upon which books 
are sent for examination 
before payment, to any | extr —_ ) 


: : ponse, an 
one on application. Address, indicate the advertising mediums 





This slip, together with $7.50 in 
cash, will be received, if ats 
from the date of paper in 


f 














P.O. Box, 1227. 393 Peari Street, New York, 





THE MAGAZINE OF ART 


FOR FEBRUARY IS NOW READY. 
Price, Thirty-five Cents. $3.50 per Year. 
Contains a Portrait of. ELIHU VEDDER, with 

Sketch of his Life. Two Portraits of M. Coquelin 
in character, and other illustrated articles. 
The London Telegraph says the frontispiece to this 
number is “ worth the price of the whole. 
The London Standard says: “Its exquisite beauty 
should carry it into every home.” 
Prospectus free on application. 
CASSELL & COMPANY, Limited, 


739 anp 741 BroapwaYy, New Yorx. 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


18 THE 
CHEAPEST AND MOST RELIABLE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE ror 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
PAPERS, PERIODICALS, 


and all Sunday-school Supplies. 
ens of papers and catalogues seut free on 
app nD. 
122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


Ss BLESS THEM EVERY BODY ELSE HAS 
an organ,and why shouldn't the babies?” asks the 
Journal, speaking of BABYHOOD. 

“The second number,” says the Churchman,‘‘sustains 
the reputation of the first. ‘The First Steps,’ by Dr. 
Yale, treats of the —— locomotion, and if read by 
parents will hereafter inish the number of bow-legs 
and knock-knees. * * * A subscription to BABYHOOD 
would be a good investment for all young parents.” 

BaBYHOOD’s novel scope and practical purpose can 
best be understood by examining acopy. BasyHoop 
surprises and pleases ig fgg A Sold everywhere 
or address 18 Spruce St., New York. §1.50 a year; 1B 
cents a copy. 


SIMPLE, EXPEDITIOUS, CONVENIENT. 
HUBBELL’S LIBRARY REGISTER 


FOR THE 
USE OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
QUARTO. $1.25. 


T. Y. CROWELL & CO., 
13 Astor Place, New Yerk. 


LET EVERY YOUNG MAN READ 
“ Infidel Objections, Considered and Refuted.” 


12mo, cloth, 276 pages, price, 1.:25. 
THOS. NELSON & SONS, 42 Bleecker St., N.Y 


jpewise ARTISAN LIFE IN CHRIST’S 
Time. By Prof. Delitsch. Paper, 15 cts.; cloth, 75 cts. 
FUNK & WAGNALILS, 10 Dey Street, New York. 


E Promise Book sist 2es Pena: 
THE SCRIPTURES TRUE. 


Historical Evidences of the Truth of the 
Scriptures, with special reference to the doubts 
and discoveries of modern times. By George 
Rawlinson, auther of “Seven Great Monarchies 
of the Ancient Eastern World, etc. New edition, 
with the notes translated by A. N. Arnold. Price 
reduced from $1.751050 cents. Postage l0c. extra. 


“We remember the intense interest with which we 
read these lectures at the beginning of our ministerial 
course. The historical principles which Rawlinson 
lays down and applies, and the wealth of facts which 
he subsidizes, remam in support of the divine Word 
against current assailants. We are, therefore, giad to 
see this new edition of the lectures.’’—Presdylerian 
Journal, Philadeiphia, Pa. 

“A book of great value, and especially adapted to 
meet the objections of skeptics at the present day. 
Mr. Rawlinson, from his accurate knowledge of the 
Lace ok § monuments of antiquity,as well as the re- 
markabie discoveries which have recently been made 
im the valleys of the Euphrates and the Nile, was 

larly qualified for his work, and be has brought 

is vast stores of knowledge to confirm the historical 
accuracy of the Scriptures in a most convincing man- 
ner.” — Methodist Recorder, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 























ELECANT EDITIONS 


THE NEW TESTAMENT, 


AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES. 





Revised Version, Cloth, Sprinkled Edges, : . ° 50c. 
Revised Version, Cloth, Sprinkled Edges, - . . - 90c. 
King James and Revised Version, Comparative Edition, - - $1.00 
Revised Version, American Morocco, Sprinkled Edges, - 75c. 
Revised Version, American Morocco, Gilt Edges, - : $1.00 
Revised Version, American Morocco, Sprinkled Edges, : - 1.15 
King James and Revised Version, Comparative Edition, Sprinkled Edges 1.25 
King James and Revised Version, Turkey Morocco, Gilt Edges, - 2.25 
Revised Version, Turkey Morocco, Gilt Edges, - - - 215 
Revised Version, Turkey Morocco, Limp, Gilt Edges, - : 3.49 





The type is clear and large, the paper is good, and altogether the books are 
very fine. Books will be mailed to any address, when price is sent with order. 
Address, ; 


Penn Publishing Company, 802 Chestnut Street, Phila., Pa. 


Use A Binder. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of The Sunday School Times in good 
condition, and have them at hand for reference, should use a binder. We can 
send by mail, postage paid, a strong, plain binder, for $1.00, or a handsome one, 
half leather, for $1.50. These binders have been made expressly for The Sunday 
School Times, and are of the best manufacture. The papers can be placed in the 
binder week by week, thus keeping the file complete. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Life and Epistles of the Apostle Paul. 


By the Rev. W. J. CONYBEARE, M.A., 


Late Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge; and 


The Rev. J. S. HOWSON, M.A., 


Dean of Chester, 








From the period of Christ’s Apostles this narrative pictures the successive stages of Paul’s 
life, journeys, trials, persecutions, ete., with much that is interesting to the Bibte student con- 
cerning the various parts of the countries through which he traveled. At this time, in particular, 
this book is especially interesting, throwing light, as it does, upon the subject of the. Inter- 
national Lessons of the season. Constant calls coming to us for the book demonstrate that, were 
the existence of the book more widely known, the demand would increase in proportion. An 
Appendix to the book has to do with the Date of the Pustoral Epistles. This is followed by a 
Chronological Tuble and an Index, which will be found a great convenience in using the book 
asareference. At the extremely low price at which it is offered, we think many should avail 
themselves of the opportunity of securing so excellent a work. 

Large 12mo, bourgeois type, 764 pages. Cloth, 70 cents; half Russia, 85 cents. Postage, 15 
cents extra. 

Orders will receive prompt attention. 


PENN PUBLISHING COMPANY, 


EDUCATIONAL. 





BARRY. herr. HWING, Principals 


FYERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC WILL GET 
4 


valuable information free in the new Illustrated 
Calendar. Address E. Toure, Boston. 


JERSEY ACADEMY, 


BRIDGETON, N. J. Principal C. Allen, B.A 


RUCBY ACADEMY, 


1415 Lecust St,. Philadeiphin, Studenw pre 
pared for business or for high standing in College. 


West Chestnut Street Institute, Arte 


Young Ladies and Little Girls, Twelfth year ns 
Sept. 17, at 4085 Chestnut St., West Philadelphia, 
circulars address the Prin., Mus. J. A. BOGA RDUS. 


A Boarding School for Giris, Beth- 
Bishopthorpe lehem, Pesca. Prepares for Welles 
ley, Vassar, and Smith colleges. Students received at 
Wellesley on our certificate. Reopens Sept. 17, For 
catalogues please apply to Mise F. 1. WALSH. Prin. 


il 
PHONOGRAPHY, Sx..tccueor’ works by Beng 
Pitman and Jerome B. Howard, with alpha and 


illustration for beginners sent on application. Ad- 
dress PHONOGRAPHIC INSTITUTE, Cincinnati, Ohta, 


SCHOOL AGENCY (is int 
J. W. SCHERMERHORN & CO.,7 East Mth St, N.Y. 


STAMMERINC CURED. 


RESULTS PERMANENT. 

E. 8. JOHNSTON, 1033 Spring Garden St., Philad’a, 
“TI cheerfully bear testimony to the miraculous cure 
of my son, who stammered from Infancy. I called 
upon Mr. George W. Childs, Philadelphia r,and 
received avery hearty endorsement of Mr. Johnston’s 
method of curing stammering.”—P. 5S. P. ConNER, 
126 South Eighteenth 8t., Philadelphia, Pa. 


A DICTIONARY 


OF THE 


BIBLE, 


COMPRISING ITS ANTIQUITIES, BIOGRAPHY, 
GEOGRAPHY, AND NATURAL HISTORY, 


With Numerous Illustrations Engraved Expressly 
for this Work. 


























EDITED BY 


WILLIAM SMITH, LL.D., 
Classical Examiner of the University of Londen 


Thereare three books which onght be found im 
bousehold—the By le, an English Dictiosary 
a BIBLE DICTIONARY. 

first two is ——— adnaitted ; 

sideration will show the almost — im portaace oa 
the third. Bible Dictionaries o 

excellence have not been wholly unknown to 
readers of our country, th h by no means eo 
circulated as desirable; but it is also true that all 
books prepared previously to the recent very great 
advances in Biblical Science and research are, and 
must be, exceedingly incomplete. The desire, there- 
fore, for a comprehensive and accurate work of this 
kind, embody ing the results of the most recent research 
and of the ripest Biblical! scholarship, has of late been 
deeply feit, and uently expreased, by the tntelll- 
gent Bible readers of our country, and especially have 
—— and Sunday-school teachers urged upon 
publishers the need of such a work. Such, most em- 
phatically, both in compass and merit, is the work 
which che peanen now offer to the American public 
in a careful and trustworthy abridgment of 


Dr. William Smith's Dictionary 


OF THE 
Antiquities, Biography, Geography and 
Natural History of the Bible. 
to Midge TH 
J , to be EB of its kind IN 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Its Editor and 
contributors (thir! 
wanes Se most eminent Biblical scholars of our 
b Europe and America, and a bave per- 
ed their work with a tho hness which leaves 
little room for competition or cri 

This Mesionary, repared under the direction and 
superintendence of DR. SMITH himself, for wide 
and genera! use, contains a full and accurate account 
ofevery place and name mentioned in the Bible 
which can possible need explanation, of ev ani 
mal, plant, or mineral alluded to by the 
Writers, and of every custom and article of use 
amoug Jewish and contemporary nations, 
which reference is made in the Bible or Apocry: 
The most recent researches of Robinson, Layard, 
Rawlinson,and many other explorers in Bible — 
here render their aid in determining questions hithe 
unsettled, or in correcting the mistakes of previous 
investigators. It contains also a sufficiently com 
history and analysis of each of the Books of the 
every article being entirely reliable, and many of them 
the results of the ripest and rarest scholarship, and 
embodying the substance of whole treatises upon their 
respective subjects. The simple explanations of this 
work, unlike the expositions of a Commentary, 
of no denominational or sectarian coloring, and it ia, 
therefore, ec nome valuable to Bible readers of every 
diversity of betief. 

The publishers bave spared no expense nor pains te 
make the mechanical execution and typography of 
the book equal to its rare merit in other respects. I6 
contains over 1,000 pages and 150 illustration 
all substantially bound in black cloth, Te mak 
this a popular edition the price 
hasbeen reduced from » andis 
now seut, postpaid, te any part 
ofthe United States or Canada fer 8 

4@ Agents should write for special terms.-“@G 


THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 


802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


AGENTS WANTED for the most 
popular & exsiest sellin 
pan TT “ TWENTY YEARS 0 
” . 
“‘sei-1881 — by J AMES G. Blaine. 
Hon. J. 8. Wise, M. C., from Va., suy-: “ B 
ever takes it up no matter whether he be Mr. Blaine’s 
(hae or enemy, will never put it down until he 
read the whole.” Agen's mxke fiom $200 
to $1,000 per month. Over 6,000 agen's already 
employed. Send for our very liberal terms. Address, 
THE HENRY BILL PUB. CO., Norwich, Conn, 














802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Biographical Annual, $1.00. Clergymen and 8.3. 
workers one-half. L. Klopsch & Co.,92 White St., N.Y. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
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TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL “TIMES. Published weekly 
at the following rates, which include postage, 

1 to 4 copies, one year, 

“  §t0 9 copies..... 

“10 to 19 copies 

* copies or ove 

Three or six months at the same proportionate rate, 
To the person forming a cinb of elther grade, at these 
regular rates, one additional copy free. 

The papers for a club will be sent either to the Indb- 
vidual addresses of the members, or in a package to 
one address, according to the preference of subscrib- 
ers. The papers for a club should all go to one post- 
office, although in cases where a portion of the 
teachers of a school get their mail matter from,one 

ffice, and others in the same school get theirs 

another, the papers will be sent scene, 
Different schools are not to unite in the forming of a 
club, but each school should have ite own clu 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it, 


Additions may be made at ony time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 
paper, 

The papers for a club, whether going In a — 6 to 
one address, or sent separately to the mem of the 
club, will be discontinugd ot tae expiration of the sub 
scription. 


outeiiies yw label on each paper sent to single (not club) 
subscribers shows up to what date the rs wd has been 
patdfor, If the publisher does not by that date receive 
a request from the subscriber that the pon be discom 
tinued, he will continue to send it. he paper will, 
however, be stopped at any time thereafter, f the sub- 
scriber 80 desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has received it, The papers for aclub wit 
de stopped al once on the expiration of the club subserip- 
, unless aa renewal for the same is received. 

Sabscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should [nclude 
both county and state. 

Ifaclub subscription is renewed by some other 4 
oom — the one who sent the previous subscriptio 

» person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the wits he subscribes for takes the place of the one 
FoTMeE last YOBT DY ..........cccceversereresererccereeeees 


FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS.—By a new plan, 
thesmalier schovls, which, on account of having but 
few teachers, cannot form large clubs, have the ne- 
fit of the very lowest rate. It provides that when 
the entire force of teachers in any school is less than 

, the club rate to such school shall be $1.00 per 
copy, on condition that the order for the papers be 
accompanied bya statement that the number of copies 
ord in the club is not less than the full number of 
teachers in the school. This does not mean that every 
teacher must actually be a subscriber, but that the 

number of copies ordered must not be less than the 
fullnumber of teachers. Persons who are not teach- 
ers, may be asked to join the club, In order to secure 
the required number. Any number of copies in excess 
=a required number, may be subscribed for at we 

Teachers belonging to the same hor 

snay be counted a ONK in making such a statement y 
the number of teachers in aschool, For example: If 
there are seven teachers in a school, two of whom 
belong to one household, and three to another, the 
club subscription need not be for more than four 
copies, in order to secure the low rate. 

An extracopy cannot be given to one who forms a 
club ou this plan “ for the smaller schools.” 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper, to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent 
free upon application 

Ifa more thorough examination of the paper is de- 
sired than can be had through receiving specimen 
copies of asingle issue, the publisher will send (in a 

to one address) any number of copies each 
or oe for four weeks only, at the rate of e ent cents 
. Ten copies, for instance, would thus cost 
vighty c cents for four weeks, 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Measrs. Hodder and Stoughton,27 Paternoster Row. 
London, B. C., will send The American Sunday School 
Times, post free, for a year, to any address in Great 
Britain, for ten shillings prepaid. The paper will be 
sold by all the principal newsdealers, price twopence, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 

P. O. Box 1550 

NEW STAMPING OUTFIT! 

. 

With this Outfit you can do your own 
Stamping, and Stamping for others. 

Vur New Outfit contains 35 STAMPING 
PATTERNS, Designs of Daisies, Ferns, 
Wild Roses, Bouquets, Outlines, Strips, 
Scailops, Vines, etc. Full Instructions for 
Stamping, Box Powder, Pad, Instructions 
for Pactetibue Stamping. NeW SAMPLE 
Book containing over 1,300 ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS of New and Choice Patterns for 
all kinds of Embroidery, We send this 
Outfit by madél for $1.00, 

EX?TRA STAMPING PATTERNS.—Out- 
line Alphabet (2% letters), 50c.; Sheas of 
Cluster of Strawherries, Wec.; Forget-Me- 
dutia Lily, Vie,; Pansies, 15e.; Pond Liltes, 
Golden Rod and Asters, 15e.; 
CIAL OFFER.—We will "send 














Wheat, ibe. ; 
Nota, ibe. ; 
i5e.: Outline Design, a 
Sprig of of Swnac, oe, SPP 

vl these Lrg Stamping Patterns and the Stamping 







Outfit for $2.00, 
Address J. F, INGALLS _ LYNN, Mass, 


BOOKS GN ART EMBROIDERY) 


Fiowers, Desecines 70 flowers, how to 

Sak: Ete tek. 2 &c. By mai  B5c, 
25 New Stitches (or 4 Patchwork, with ull 

casting atterns. 100 chol a 

rns, choice n 
ts, towers, figures, &c, B “4 I Bae. my 
ow all’ the titeh 

et. wag uins, &c. 150, 


ne he , &e., Se. 
air Crochet. estas; Bc., 180. 15e. 





rai fikt 


ow todeltd 

‘erk,. © sSruplots inetrections tt 

& Ray s,forJava& Cpehe mea tee 
>. fom mg Outfit, beet yet out. Complete, $1.00. 

cock stamp one circular ‘with li deseri Speen. he nine 


ES PRAY Bom 3 aga0, New York, 





, i S0e. and § H est assortm ever cffered. 

ee te Eeuelaery Silk, oe » pe and 
ated cotaleoee of fancy stitehes for crany werk, See. with 
very $1.00 order, YALE SILK WORKS, New Haven, Conn. 





testre 
every $ 








STAMPING: Send usa gtamp and we will send 
youinstructions for stamping on 
Plush, Velvet, Felt, etc., so it will not rub off. d 
us i “an and we will send also BIG 


Ane Nstesti for Stamping and Faney Wor 
PARK eR Lynn, Mass, Mention this paper. 


PIEC ES FOR ‘PATCHWORK, 75 
pieces, nearly all different, ofelegantSilks 
and Velvets—makesa full yard—sent 


bela, a, for 91.00 . ‘The best one dollar 
TEN, 38 W, 14th St., N. 











age put up. 





sk for Burt's Shees. They fit porwaly Manu- 
factured by Eawin Cc. Burt & Co,, New York. 


THE UNION TRUST CO., 


Authorized Capital... --- 1,000,000. 





Gil AND 613 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
(URE © Cen BIE isan cisd cn dhepcecssccvcesecnscses $500,000. 


CHARTER PERPETUAL. 


Actas as Executor, Administrator, Assignee 
pultioe, alone or in connection with an individual ap 
Takes charge of the pro 


ae sted Guardian, Attorney, Agent, Trustee, and Com- 


of absentees and non- raenidents, collects and remits income promptly, and 


discharges faithfully the duties val every trust and agency known to the law. 


Bur ‘glar-proof Safes and Boxes (having chrome stee! doors) to rent at $5 to $60 per annum, in thei nd 
ele, ante: hrome Stee! Fire and ye proof Vaults, protected by improved ’ Time Loc ks. © Segui 


ills kept in vaults without 
guarantee, at moderate charges. 
Car Trusts and other approved securities for sale. 


JAMES LONG, President, 


MAHLON 8&8. STOKES, Treasurer and Secretary. 


DIRECTORS: James L 
John T. Monroe, W. J. Nead, Thomas R. Patton, 
Joseph I. Keefe, Robert Patterson, Theodor C. 
Samuel Riddle, Glen aeal's Pa.; 

Henry 8. Eckert, Readin 
West Chester; Charles 


Engel, 
Dr. George W. Rei! 


Will be sent EE Et ands 


Reeds, inciudine | ORT ANT Nov 
W. ATLEE seeereik 


SEEDS: ur GARDEN CUIDE,Jast published, 

all. t varieties at low 
prices. You senna te to howe it. COLE 
ERO..Soodomen, Me.te,towe. 








Whilst 
They Last. 


Many have come only to look over 
our CARPET BARGAINS, but pat- 
terns, qualities and prices induced them 
to buy now when we can offer such 
varieties in 

BODY BRUSSELS - at $1.00 

VELVETS - - - = at .95 


(Will wear better.) 
WILTONS - - - - at 
TAPESTRY BRUSSELS, 


(Many of which were $1.00.) 

INGRAINS, at all prices. 

No intending purchaser should delay 
calling on us to save money by securing 
what is needed now or may be for fu- 
ture use. 





1.50 
75 


J. & J. DOBSON, 
Manufacturers, 
809 & 811 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 





BALL'S 


aaa = Hh made os can be returned by 
+ORY found 
PNPERFECT TLV SATISEAG 


in every res Aes son seller, 


pe mad wah veltow of of styles! gne prices, 
class ers everywhe 
= None pave AP. -ay are of worth et mi 





“GHIGACO CORSET CO., Chicago, III. 
UB URG CHAIR: 


CHAIR. 





Bune , Reclining, 
erage Yuvall Chair Combined. 

o CH GES, : Price, $7 
LUBURG MF'G CO. 145 N. 8th &t., PHILA. FA. 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepem. Your 
Grocer ought to. have it on sale. Ask him for it 
DS. WIL TBERGER, Prop., 233 N. 2d St, Phila.. Pa 








I. L. CRAGIN & CO., RONPTT LEGER 


. Fearth 


Street, Philadelphia, offer to give subscribers first- | 


class sheet music, piano and 


vocal, gratis. Write for 
circular, Mention this paper, 





PUT UP IN NEAT —~ 
ENVELD 


“STANDARD 








Eo our r children with the best, The 
IP, and insure comfort and economy. 


LADLANSE 





Use Esterbrook’s Steel Pens. 


mund 8. Doty, Mifflintow: ; Ww. WwW. 
* Cooper, Allentown. Ze 


aed 


charge. Bonds and Stocks, Plate, and all valuable securities, kept, under 


Money received on deposit at interest. 
JOHN G. READING, Vice-President. 
D. R. PATTERSON, Trust Officer. 


, Alfred 8, Gillett, Allison White, Dr. Charles P. Turner, William 8. Price 
John G. Reading, James 8. Martin, D. Hayes Agnew, 


M.D. 
Perkins 
J. Simpson Africa, Huntingdon 
Doylestown; R. E. Monaghan 


Jacob Naylor, Thomas G. Hood, Edward L. 
ey, Harrisburgh, Pa.: 
i. Day is, 





eae PA, | 


Be OOK Agents W anted. ” Americ an Publishing Co., 
Hartford, 1c Chicago, Cc Ancinnati, or St. Louis. 


Salesmen wanted to handle best Washer & Wringer. 
Notf for sale in stores. The F. F. Adams Co., Erie, 


WANTED} Men and Women ‘Agents. James EF. 
war ii Whitney, Nurseryman, Rochester, N.Y 
ALOGUE or BEST BOOKS FOR AGENTS 
sent free, including Mother, ome, and | 


CA Heaven, 44 qt eases every 
R 


ay 126,000 
sold $150monthly. EAT, Publisher, ‘ew York. 
WANTED For our unparalleled work. A boundless 


harvest. ‘80 orders in 4 days;” “60 or- 
AGENT: 





‘Gane in 3 days;” ** Never less than lia 
"—are agents’ reports. Terms free. 
jastEs H. KARLE, Publisher, Boston. 


WANT®® forthe MISSOURI 
WASHER! 


ae ppoltabie euploymens to writs 
eem en 
for Il strated Cisouten and terme of 








ich 
meeting with such wonderful su 
J. WORTH, st. ‘Lous, MO., or CHICAGO, ToL 


GOLDEN RULE ALLIANCE, 


A Mutual Benefit Association, Limited to embios 


of Evangelical Churches. Insures from 
$500 500. 
Only sixteen assessments in four years. 
AGENTS WANTED. Liberal Commission 
Send for circulars to C. J. SPENCELEY, Secretary 


A BONANZA for A ACENTS is 


REASURY ° SONG 


mae in VALUE for for $2.50 in CASH 
ae B iegeet Bargain ever offered. Every home 
needs it. 35, sold!! Agents making mone 
FAST. More wanted QUICK. Terms extra libe 
Apply to HUBBARD BROS. , Pub’s, 723 Chestnut St. Phila. 


VEST-POCKET EDITION. 


POWELL’S INDEXED MAP 


FOR THE PRESENT 
INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


On Bond Paper. 


Flexible {illustrated cover; and the back of the cover 
having a miniature map of 


EGYPT. 


This is the second edition of this map, and a great 
improvement on the first edition, noticed in Tue 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, January 19, 
mail, single co v, 10 cents; $1 r dozen. 

Mr. RaLpH WEwts has ordered 100 copies for the 
teachers of his school. Other prominent Sunday- 
school men in this country and abroad are ordering 
them by the dozen and the hundred, 

he same bound 
metallic crimson and black, 15 cents each, or $10 
per hundred. 

Copyrighted by George May Powell. 

Mr. Powell’s justly famous system of indexing is 
applied to these maps. It is considered far superior 





are indexed. It issu complete, in fact, that if the map 
was cut. aw from the index, and ‘burned up, the 
index would In most cases answer all purposes. By 
this system the names of places, provinces, etc., shown 
on the map, are: 1, Alphabetically arranged. >. Each 
name is followed by initial letters, showing its direc- 
tion (that my, whether it 1s north, south, etc.) from 
Jerusalem. '3. These letters are followed by figures 
showing the number of miles it is from Jerusalem, 
Circles on the face of the map, 200 miles apart, cut by 
radiant mariner’s compass lines, make finding a place 
instantaneous, however, if in any case that is desired. 
_pengh this index is the leading feature of this map, 
it is also finely engraved, printed, and colored. 

The price is mppited, enough for scholars as well as 
teachers to be su It would be cheap at double 
the price charg: It has likewise been very highly 
commended for use in reading the Bible at family 
worship and private devotion, by those who have 
tried it. Address 


THE PENN PUBLISHING C0., 


No. 802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
AGENTS WANTED. 


JUSTO et Htolidas, the largeNo.1Giant 
Self-iaker, with se ris outfit. for 4 iy 


GIAN PRINTING ge St 


outfit, 50. Sample cards and catalogue, 6 0. 
—e ar EVANS, 50 N. Ni nth St., Philada., Pa 














SEND FLUID 
FOR BEEF 
| SAMPLE EXTRACT. 


| Frick & Co., 1107 Market St, Phila., Pa. 


ATMORE’ MINCE MEAT 


is the best. 


| CROFT & ALLEN, 1226 
} Cc. Al N D Yiner St., Phila., Pa. 
URKEE’S SALAD DR ESAIN 
PURE, WHOL ESOME, AND N NS TRrTI0vs. 
_— oe oe eee 
EE the advertisement of MRS. POTTS’ COLD 
HANDLE SAD TRONS in next issue. 





E. PARKER, Lynn, Mass. 








| fined to the will, 


WORTH REPEATING. 


STRANGE. 
{By E. R. sill.) 


He died at night. Next day they came - 
To weep and praise him; sudden fame 
Those suddenly warm comrades gave, 

They called him pure, they called him brave; 
One praised his heart, and one his brain; 
All said, You’d seek his likein vain,— 
Gentle, and strong, and good: none saw 

In all his character a flaw. 


At noon he wakened from his trance, 
Mended—was well! They looked askance ; 
Took his hand coldly; loved him not, 
Though they had wept him; quite forgot 
His virtues, lent an easy ear 

To slanderous tongues; professed a fear 
He was not what he seemed to be ; 

Gave to his hunger stones for bread ; 

And made led oman wish him dead, 





THE LESSON OF PAUL'S LIFE. 


[From Christian Heroism by Professor A. A. 
Lipscomb.], 


Sum it all up—the career from Damascus 
to Rome—and what have we? ‘The unity 
and consistency of a life extraordinary 
in the annals of heroism. His was intel- 
lectual heroism as well as moral, not con- 
nor displaying itself 
through the impulses on rare occasions, 
buta fixed habit which gave hima high 
level of thought and feeling, and sustained 
him in a sublimity exceptir ynal among 
great men. One sees the force of the 
man plainly enough on the surface of 
daily existence. Yet, of all men, he has 
to be studied and closely analyzed in 
order to be understood and appreciated. 


| It we need the interpretative wisdom of 


the imagination when we stand before 
Michael Angelo’s frescoes and Raphael’s 
paintings in the Vatican; if the aid of 
this great seeing faculty has to be invoked 
when we read Hamlet, Paradise Lost, and 


| the Inferno, none the less but all the more, 
No. 4 Exchange Place, or P. O. Box 1654, Boston, Mass | 


is its help wanted when we undertake to 
form a just conception of such a man as 
St. Paul. 

Next to Christ’s life, no personal history 
is narrated so fully in the New Testament. 
Here we have the only model biogra- 


| phy of a human soul in all its spiritual 


experience, and of a human career in the 
large outworking of its aim and purpose. 
That period of life which extends from 
thirty-five to fifty-five years of age, is the 
| tropical summer of the soul’s productive- 
ness, and its fruits in St. Paul’s case are 
amply set before us in the Acts and in his 
Letters. “The rest is silence.” Inspira- 
tion attaches importance to living, not to 
dying, and there is but one death, and 
that a death divine, on which itexpendsa 


description. Yet we know beyond a 
| doubt how he died, for in thoughtful 
advance of the hour when out on the 


18h. Sent by | 


| Ostian road the sword of Nero’s heads- 


men ended his life, he took leave of the 


| Church in the memorable language: “I 


in either gold and black, or | 
| of my departure is 
| fought a good fight, I have finished my 


| course, I have kept the faith. 
to the pen on which the French and German maps | 





| often,” in 


| of our Lord Jesus Christ,’ 
of thy life. 


See last week’ 's paper for. “< Embroidery ” adve er- 
tisement of T. ! 


am now ready to be offered, and the time 
at hand. I have 


Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous Judge, shall give me at that day; 
and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing.” 

O Hero uncrowned among the princes 
of the earth, what was the inystery of thy 
support in the long, weary, troubled years 
when “without were fightings, within 
were fears”? Inthy “‘jourueyings often ;” 
in thy “perils of waters,” of “robbers,” 
of thine “own countrymen,” of the “ hea- 
then;” in thy “perils in the city,” “in 
the wilderness,” ‘“‘in the sea;” in thy 

“perils among false brethren ; ” “in weari- 
ness and painfulness,” “in watchings 
often,” “in hungerand thirst,” “ in fastings 
cold and nakedness;—how 
couldst thou be “sorrowful yet always 


rejoicing, poor, yet making many rich, 
having “nothing, and yet possessing all 
things;” and how couldst thou “take 


pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses”? 
O Hero of a contested field, the largest 
the largest and grandest over which man 
ever fought; Hero of a battle long, stren- 
uous, and without a truce; what was the 
blessed secret of thy strength? ‘ God for- 
bid that I should glory save in the Cross 
is the answer 


NEW , 505 Cc hesieut St. F hila, Pa 
BE: S SowKNI I | ER: 197 E. Madixon St.C hicage 
IMK EN SPRING VEHICLES are the easiest 
riding and best made. See Card in next issue, 
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s.S. 
SUPTS. 


ENDORSED BY 


Send Your Names 
and Addresses for a 


Rev. J. H. Vincent, B. F. Jacobs, E. Payson 
Rev. D. H. McVicar, 


Rev. W. Randoip*, 


FREE SAMPLE 


Porter, Philip Gillett, Rev. J. A.Worden, Rev. H. L. Baugher, 
Rev. B. M. Paimer, Rev. John Pc 


Hon. F. Fairbanks, 


or tHe COLORED DESICNS, 


The best Internationai Lesson Illiustra- 


hed. . 


ROV. LITHOGRAPH CO. 
PROVIDENCE, R,.L. 


tions P. 












mm Siw, Arr & Co, 


Manufacturers of 


ULPIT 
SUITS 


27 Sudbury St., 

Send for Catalogue. BOSTON, 

No.1 1 Suis 

‘Terry, $62 
lush, 68 


Established 1780, 





Catalogues sent. 





ret? Sane er PUBS” EXHIGITIONS, 2 a 


A PROFITABLE BUSINESS FOR A MAN 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 


136- pang c ~ 
McALLI ASTER, Optician, 49 Nassau St.. New 


MENEELY BELL COMPANY. 


The Finest Grade of Church Bells. 
Greatest Ex —_———- est Trade. 
Tilustrat ne mailed free. 
CLINTON H. MENEELS 4 _— COMPANY, 


MENEELY & COMPANY, 
WEST TROY, N. Y., BELLS 


For Churches. Schools, etc. ; also Chimes 
and Peals. For more than half a century 
noted for superiority over all others, 


Buckeye Bell Foundry. 


Bells of pure Copperand Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire ‘Alerma, Farms, ete. FULLY 
WARRANTED, Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, 0. 


McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY 


Momniiane these celebrated Bells 

da Chimes for Churches, 7 soe 

Ci lecks, &e.. &e. Prices and cata- 
sagnee sent free. Address 

H. McSuHaneE & Co., *Raltimore, Md. 


Photographic Outfits for 
HERMOMETE Amateurs, oe Glasses, 
Ww Woe Waalmole “& Co., successors “iw Xo | 
Beck, Philad’a. Illus, Price List free to any address. 
STAINED GLASS SUBSTITUTE Semi 
and prices. WO, YOUNG. 731 Arch St., Philada. 
Pt and Sunday-scheol Furniture. Send 
AINE’S, Boston, for price and photographs. 
Church Furniture 2{?2"Stcoua st. Philadelphia 


Send for Cataiogue. A. J. Weide- 
Church Lamps. ner, 36 South Second St., Phila, 


a rRes. 















































Disfiguring Humors, Troublesome Eruptions, Itch- 
ings, Tortures, Painful Inflammations, Eczemas, and 
every form of Itching, Scaly, and Pimply Affections 
with Loss of Hair; and 


Infantile and Birth !!umors, Milk Crust, Scalled 








Head, Rashes, Chafings, and every species of Lrrita- | 


tion and Inflammation of the Skin and Scalp, 

Demand at all times the soothing, cleansing 
ing and beautifying properties of the CU TLEt 
SOAP, Absolutely pure. An exquisite va urA 
and Nursery Sanative, redolent with flower odors 
and healing balsams. 

For Rough, Chapped and Ofly Skin, Black-heads, 
Pimples, Tan, Freckles, and Sunburn, it is superior to 
all other soaps. Sold everywhere. Price, 25 cents. 


Potter Drug and Chemical Co., Boston. 


Send for “ How to Preserve and Beautify the Skin.” 


GAVE YOUR EVES 


Protect Your Sight 


BY USING ONLY THE BEST 


ae 








Spectacles and Eye-Glasses 


Made from the finest quality of pure white Optical 
glass, mounted in handsome, light and durable frames, 
sent by mail, postpaid, and warranted to give satisfac- 
tion. Send for Illustrate <i Catalogue containing valu- 
able information for the preservation of sight, and 
full instructions for fitting the eyes. Save money by 
purchasing direct from the manufacturer. 

All goods guaranteed as represented, or 
money refunded. Address 


OPTICAL & TONIC EYE-WASH uF G CO., 
1673 Broadway, New Yo 
2 = AGE NTS V Ww ANTE D. SEND uD FOR’ TERMS. 




















BEGAN BUSINESS IN 1870. 


a ee oe | 





Phe J.B. Watkins Land Morigage Co,! 


Successor to J. B. WATKINS & CO. 


Capital, $750,000. 








aT 


INCORPORATED IN 1883. 


= 
- 





Ts araT. 








<1FARM MORTGAGES t- 










71. 









‘at elle 






beoe5c 









Interest 


13> Payments of Interest 
Bonds by half- yearly 








National Bank of Commerce in New York. 









‘Oo Prompt as Covernment 


Coupons payabie ath 


—_—— = 













Aggregate amount, - 
Number of mortgages matured, 2,091, 
Aggregate amount, 











tions have been fulfilled to the letter. 


[WIOO OOOO WOOO ooo 





=| information, forms, and testimonials, 








10 Years Business Report. 
The number of mortgages negotiated from May 1874, to May 1884; 


Total amount of interest earned and paid on the day it matured, 


Total amount of interest and principal paid at maturity, 
Number of Investors in these mortgages 1473; some of them have had 
14 years experience with us; each one can testify that all our representa- 


You may not see this advertisement again ; therefore, cut it out and send now for 
and have them when needed. 


iJ. B. WATKINS L. M. CO., 
LAWRENCE, KANSAS. 
Or HENRY oe ee a — York Brn 2! 243 Broadway. 


&, 762, 


85,580,350 
81,773,600 


$7,048,500 
$2,822,100 


—— ne 
F055 25 25 oe bebe be5c5 —— =e ee ee ee ee 







ddress, 
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“A “MODEL SUPERINTENDENT.” 


A sketch of the life and work of Henry P. Haven, of the International Lesson Committee, by 


H. Clay TRUMBULL, Editor of The Sunday School Times, 


fine steel portrait, $1.00. 


Price, bound in cloth, with 


A pastor, superintendent, or teacher can hardly eet for himself a more helpful book than 


*A Model Superintendent.” 


It shows just what a wise superintendent did, and just how he did 


jt. The following notices show in what esteem the book is held by those who have reviewed it 


From The New York Tribune. 

“ His methods of working, which were original and 
effective, are minutely descrit by Mr. Trumbull, 
affording a valuable guide to the teacher, as well as 
an example of rare good sense and devoted energy 
applied to the cause of religious instruction.” 


From The Inter-Ocean, Chicago. 

“A most valuable book. It is replete in just such 
suggestions as the Sunday-school worker needs. It is 
plain, practical, and abounds in good common sense— 
&@ most valuable acquisition in teaching the young.” 


From The New York Observer. 

“ He was indeed a model superintendent, and this 
book tells how he became such; it exhibits his methods 
and gives, ides, the precise forms and exercises 
which he used. 
possessing in itself such valuable characteristics, the 
volume will be widely useful. 

From The Hartford Courant. 

“The volume is carefully written in excellent, forci- 
ble English, and with a directness that engages and 
holds the attention to the narrative from beginning to 
The story is one tha. will be cf great service, 
and it is likely from its manner and substance to secure 
the wide perusal it deserves.’ 


From The Evening Jranscript, Boston. 

“The volume might with great propriety be made a 
hand-book by all Sunday-school teachers and superin- 
tendents. In fact there is no person in any condition 
in life, or any community, who could not find precepts 
for his guidance, and ground for his encouragement in 
the labors and successes of this most faithful and effec- 
tive toiler in an excellent and worthy cause.” 


Mailed on receipt of $1.00. 





Edited so ably and intelligently, and | 


From The Examiner and Chronicle, New York. 

“ We hardly know of a volumé waich so pleasantly 
and so thoroughly introduces a novice to the methods 
of work that have been introduced by that ‘ae 
common sense with which Mr. Haven was liberal] 
endowe 
From The Congregationalist, Boston. 

“The book ought to be in every Sabbath-schoo 
library, while, if some meanscould be devised by which 
deacons and other prominent laymen in general could 
inwardly digest it, the effect could not fall of being es- 
pecially happy and favorable to all good.” 


From The Baptist Teacher, Philadelphia. 

“Mr. Haven was a man of activity and power in 
many relations, but he is especially presented in his 
post as superintendent. This view makes his biogra- 
phy of value toallaspiringSunday-school workers, and 
all Christian men.” 

From The Westminster Teacher ( Presbyterian). 
“ We know not where there is a volume better worth 
reading by the superintendents of our Sabbath schools. 
A didactic statement of what a superintendent 
ought to be is well, but the exhibition of the true super- 
intendent in his life is better ... . Others than superin- 
tendents will be helped by this book. We commend 
it to all of our readers as one worth owning and study- 
ing.” 
From Our Bible Teacher, Dayton, O. ( United Brethren) 

“ Ttis notaspeculative disguisition on what aSunday- 
school superintendent ought to be, but the story of 
what an earnest, devoted superintendent actually was. 
It is written ina valuab but warm style, and is rich in 
every page with v 
dents and teachers. 


Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Philadelphia, Pa. 


| 
| 
| 
| Should confer with the 
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uable suggestion to superinten- | 


M ORTG AG FS ony the most desiraple loans. Ab- 

solute safety and satisfaction. ‘The 

Kansas-Missouri Loan & Trust Co, Wyandotte,Kan 
FARMS& MILLS 
For Sale & Exchange, 
FREE ° 
0. Richmond, Va. 


‘INVESTORS -= 











_B.B. OHAF 





WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO., 


Lawrence, Kansas, First Mortanes Real Ex- 
| tate Loans paid , et, Yeo ok solute Satin- 
| faetion GU RA EED. For reliability, consult 
| Third Nat. Bank wn Y. ott ,or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, 
| Kan. Security y Large. Interest promptly paid. 
} Send for pam phvet. with testimonials,sam ple fornis,ete. 

M. Perkins, Pres. \ N. F. Hart, { L. erkins, Sec’ y. 
I. T. Warne, V. Pres.{ Auditor.’ \C. W, Gillett. Treas. 


TO INVESTORS 
The a pm will 
negotiate Loan for 
you peonses bY mort- 


rst-class Real Estate in Minne. 
Seolis 7 sae Co., Minn., wo 4 
eueee theamountof theloan, and guaranteed 
to net 8 per ct. Satisfac’ tion wuaranteed. 
14 years in business in this city. | Sigg 
references. Send for circular. Mention this pa) 


S.H.BAKER, Loan Ag't., Minneapolis, 


BL FUWEI ARR 































9% INTEREST 


FIRST MORTCACE 


FARM LOANS! 


pointance wih NEVI ai HAD 
ee ee i Ae a Be 
—— ~g In terest 


pal or interest on any < 
t, each y 


collect andsent to you sand 
pe ot thiee 6 


mes as much as U. $.B BO : i recom: 
pended © by Lees business “ and been acing 
hom I have bee: 
these investments for NINE YEARS P 
DS 











Rv: 
Rev. WM_L. GAGE, D. D., Hartford. Con 
M. E. GATES, PH.D., IL. President Col- 


Dn Wit. J. J. MILNE, Pres't Geneseo Normal School, 


Hon. E. M. TOPLIFF, Manchester, N. H. 
Rev. Tou W. RAY, Lake City, Minn. 

JNO. . K. BUCKLYN, Mystic Bridge, Conn. 
mporters’ and Traders! ational al Bank, New York. 
rst National Bank, St. Paul, Minn. 
The Congregationalist Bost N. Y. Observer. 
All are pleased with my comummnam. Ctr. 
eu ir = Ls ra potter from 

and a New Map o akota, sent 

free on application. is pay v 


E P.CATES itr tee 
























PIANO. FORT ES. 
Tone, Touch Workmanship and Durabiuty. 


WIhLLiaM KNABE & € 
Nos. 204 and 206 West Galchnose Street, 
Baltimore. No. 112 Fifth Avenue, N. ¥. 





26 CENTS, ) 


POST-PAID, FOR 


THE PENN DICTIONARY. 


The American Pictorial Handy Lexicon. 
House Dictionary. 


On the basis of NoAH WEBSTER’S Counting. | 
Over 50,000 Words, Phrases and Idioms, and 200 Engravings. 


Just 


Issued. The Most Complete and Perfect Pocket Dictionary ever published, includ- 
ing many meanings and words in common use to be found in no other Dictionary. Also, 
Useful Facts and Tables, Foreign Words and Phrases, a List of Mythological and Classical 


Names, United States Census of 1880, Ages at Death of Some Noted Authors, Pronouncing 
Vocabulary of Scripture and Proper Names, Prefixes and Profixes, Foreign Immigration since 
1870, a List of Interesting Dates, Language of Flowe rs, Population’ of the United States, Towns 
and Cities of the United States with a Population of 10,000 and Upwards, Population of the 
United States classified by Races, Silk Statistics, Gold and Silver (Table of C oinage), the Rela- 


| tion of Native and Foreign-Born Persons in the several States and in the United States, Debts 


PEPSIN } For delicate Stamachs, or deranged | 


Digestion from any cause. Heart- | 
burn, Acid, Wind, or Gastric Pres- 


TROCHES sure, ‘relieved at once. Sample sent 


free. BRONSON CHEMICAL COx, Providence, R. L., 
P.O. 720. By mail, 25 cents a box; ; 5 boxes for gi. 00, 


Bz "TRU SS EVER USED. Send for eyenies 
Y. Elastic Truss Co,, 744 Broadway, N. Y. 


of Cities and Towns in the United States, Statutes of Limitation, Miles of Railroads in each 
| State, Religious Divisions of the World, and numerous other tables, matters on currency, differ- 
ence in times, etc. 

This Dictionary is a prodigious labor of condensation. 
tion for its size and price of any similar book 

Sent, post-paid, on receipt of 26 cents. Postage stamps accepted. 


Address, 
THE PENN PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


It contains four times the informa- 


(PTICAL AND MUSICAL WONDERS. 


REE, _Harbach Organ Co., Philadelphia, 
Cc harch Or 
Hook & Hastings, Boston, Mass. 


=, BARNES’ 
=Patent Foot and 
Power Machinery, — 
Wes outfits for Actual 
orkshop Business, Lathes 
for Wood: wr Metal. Circular 
Saws, Scroll Saws, Formers, 
Mortisers, Tenoners, ete,, 
Machines on trial al if 
Descriptive Cate 
logue and ae List 


W. F & JOMN RI 
348 Buby St. Rockford. mm. 


DU RHAM SYST EM (screw 

j ised at PULLMAN. 

Pannier free. DURHAM 
House DRAINAGE Co., 231 East 42d St., New York. 


RIDGWAY REFRIGERATOR, 


1518 Chestnut Street Philadelphia. 


SLATE MANTELS 3 5 Miter &Ba0o. 


1208-10 Ridge Ave., Philad’a- 


OR BEST ROOFING I IN THE WORLD, address 
PENN RooFING Co., W So. Second St., Phila., Pa. 


F YOU WANT THE BEST KNIFE CHEAP 
WRITE TO MAHER '< GROSH, Toledo, ¢. 


Mast, Foos, & Co., Springfield, O., are the manuf: « 
turers of the "Buckeye Force Pumps and Lron Fence, 








desired. 


No. 
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OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Net Assets, January 1, 1884................ 
Receipts during the year: 


For Premiums........ .......... G1,6047,215.9 
For Interest, @tc......0....00.. 497,958.08 2,145,174.08 

















$10,551 553.50 
: DISBURSEMENTS. 
Claims by death...............ccc0e $497 966.19 
q Matured endow ments....... w+ 41,623.00 
Surrendered policien............... ~ 135,138.82 
Cash and note dividends......... 363,192.55 
; Re inguraces = ee wen 4,902.45 
; o > eee 
i holders....-....-..§1,042,423.01 
‘ Taxes and legal oxpenses....... $54,005.65 
y Salaries, medical fees and 
ti ottice expenses,................. 88,158.21 
? Coniniasions to agents, rents, 
| RITE TTAIR dstahcincitcere oisees 130,968.54 
i Agency and other expenses... 80,353.92 
A versens. printing, sup- - 
Fire insurance, office furni- 
CUPS, CEC....00000 vevrecoressesccresres 3,475.48 §1,417,22398 
Net assets, January 1, 1885...... 99, 134,330.14 
ASSETS. 
City loans, railroad and water bonds, 
bank, and other stocks................. $4,580,821.75 
Mo es and ground rents............ 2,185,063.17 
Premium notes, secured by policies, 
i CUB crosires 671,818.26 
i: ° Loans ON COlALETAIS, CLC........00cc0cese0e 599,050.01 
1 Home office and real estate bought 
} 10 BECUTE IOANS.............ccreeceregeennes 880,637.69 
; Cash In trust companies and on 
} Se iereeeedinse beemccceyneeiccenssstenese 216,949.26 


Net Ledger Assets as above......$9,134,330.14 
Net deferred and unreported pre- 











H. 8. STEPHENS, Second Vice-President. 


if 164,560.75 
if Interest due and accrued, ete............ 45,101.12 

q Market value of stocks, bonds, etc., 
7; and real estate over cost.............. 319,892.25 
i | Gross Assets, Jan. 1, 1885.......$9,663,884.26 
| ; LIABILITIES. 
i i Losses reported, but not due... $133,831.07 
u ean bar eee to re — 
? NBUTE TIBKS.........0-cecererereoee 8,054,248.00 

Surplus on life rate endow- 
ments and unrepo 

is POUCHES, CLC. yecneese vnceeeerse 170 502.88 
j Surplus, 4 per cent. basis. ....... 1,305,212 4 | 
| 99,663 .884.26 
| *Reanericns 

i us at cent., 
j Ivania Standard...... 1,81 34 
- ; -$1,812,360 

SAMUEL ©. HUEY, President. 

: EDWARD M. NEEDLES, Vice-President. 

i 


: HENRY C. BROWN, Secretary, 
: JESSE J. BARKER, Actuary. 


t Concert Exercises. 


: The following Scriptural Concert Exercises, 
; having first appeared in The Sunday School 
' Times, have been printed in pamphlet form, 
j for the convenience of schools which may de- 
sire to use them : 


THE PROMISE OF THE RESURRECTION 
THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION. 
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. 
“AN EASTER SERVICE.” 

THE RESURRECTION. 
a THE GLORIES OF THE CHRIST-CHILD. 
CHRIST, ALL AND IN ALL, 





i CHRISTMAS CONTRASTS. 
i- THE GIFT BY GRACE. 
if THE GIFT OF GIFTS. 


. | THE WONDERFUL. 
THANKSGIVING AND THANKSLIVING, 
; A THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 
THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE. 
SEEDTIME AND HARVEST. 
HEAVEN: OUR FATHER’S HOUSE. 
BIBLE WORDS ABOUT SINGING. 
WHY AM I NOT A CHRISTIAN? 
THE NAMES OF OUR LORD. 

A PATRIOTIC SERVICE. 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE, 

THE WAY OF LIFE. 

BIBLE SACRIFICES. 

THE BEATITUDES, 

i} CONSECRATION. 

THE CREATION, 

> TEMPERANCE. 

> GOD'S GIFTS. | 

’ PRAISE GOD. 

> PRAYER. 

FAITH. \ 

TRUST. \ 


Price of each, $2.00 per 100 copies. No 
extra charge for postage. Less than 100 copies 
at same rate. Samples, 5 cents each. Address 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa 
Bible Correspondence School. fo “ries 


J. A. WORDEN, 183 Chestnut St.. Philadelphia. 
Send for 
Cate- 


SCROLL SAW DESIGNS. $3: 














logue. L. H. RUSSELL, Staatvorp, Conn. 





doubt about that—those that 
have tumbled at all. No; 
that isn’t the way to put it. 
The tumble is mostly here. 
There is no wholesale trade. 
The wholesale market is com- 
paratively empty, The break 
in prices here has carried 
down a good many staple 
stuffs. 





The finest Scotch ginghams 
and French sateens are here. 
The ginghams have come in 
force. _ Sreinsh have begun 
tocome. The zephyrs are 
4oand socents; the sateens, 


37% and 50. 


Northwest from the centre. 

Ladies’ stockings out of 
gear with the market: Ger- 
man plain cotton at 25 cents; 
better than the money ever 
gets. 

German fancy cotton at 20 
cents. Put down to 20, be- 
cause the fancy Balbriggan 
kill them at 25. 

German fancy Balbriggan 
of a dozen different styles at 
25 cents. If we had put these 
at 37% cents where they be- 
long, we should have saved 
all the trouble. 

English black spun-silk 
with Balbriggan under-feet, 
at $1; which is 37% cents 
under the lowest price we 
ever made before, and 50 
cents under the lowest we 
ever heard of elsewhere. 

West of Arcade, ninth counter, 

A dozen grades of Guinet’s 
black silk are here so much 
below value as to literally 
break the market. There 
are ladies who are scarcely 
willing to wear another 
make. They will buy no 
silks at the market price till 
these are gone, 


Here is the list: 


Grade of Grade of Price at which 
gros-grain. cachemire, we are selling. 
7 . -00 

oe ‘3 
” 335 ies 

2.50 1.85 
2.75 2.00 
3.00 250 
3.50 3.00 
450 8.75 


We guarantee every grade 
of both gros-grain and cache- 


mire for average wear. 
Gouth west from centre. 


A few down quiltsin surah 
and brocade-silk covers at 
half their value, viz. 

5x6 feet $18 
6x6 1g and $20 
6x7 2oand 21 

The coversalone are worth 

the money, to say nothing of 


making and down at $3 or 
$4 a |b. 


Southwest corner of the main buflding, 
Turkey - red - and - white 

table covers, about three- 

quarters current prices hith- 


They are always kept with 
linens ; but cotton. Linen will 


not hold the color. 
Bouth west corner of the main buflding. 


Boys’ clothing keeps drop- 
ing. 
P the middle Market-street dese, 

A newmarket of brown 
beaver for $8 is low, if the 
beaver and making are good. 
One of black stockinet at $13 
has $10 worth of stockinet in 
it, to say nothing of making 
and other materials; and we 
should charge $10 for the 
making alone. One of Ber- 
lin Twill with nutria coilar 
and cuffs at $12 is low. A 
dolman of the same heavy 
cloth, hare collar and cuffs is 
lower, $8. 

Andso you may go through 
the overgarments. There is 
no agreement in prices. 
Everything is low; not every- 
thing equally low. 

Girls’ overgarments like- 


wise; and dresses. 
1301, 3, 6 and 7 Chestnut. 


Fur-lined circulars are low 
enough. Sicilian, lined with 
suslicky, $15; hamster, $20; 
squirrel, $25. 

Seal coats anddolmans are 


low enough. A first rate seal © 


coat in all respects but one, 
for $75. The only drawback 
is a little roughness in the 
fur. The finest dolman we 
ever makecan be got for $300. 
is the highest price we 
ve put ona dolman in sev- 
eral years. 
1308 and 5 Chestnut, 

Mogquette carpets down to 
$1.25 ayard! A big roomful 
of Moquette at $1.25 and 
Brussels at $1. Another big 
roomful of Tapestry at 50 and 
75 cents. 

Moquette, you know, is 
the favorite parlor carpet. 
Thereis noricher-looking car- 
pet. Axminster and Wilton 
arericher, but notricher-look- 
ing. Moquetteat $1.25! Not 
remnants, not unsuccessful 
patterns; a roomful! Not 
distrusted makes; the best! 


Market street front, second foor. Take car north 
west from the centre. 


Joun WanaMaKER. 


Chestnut, Thirteenth and Market streeta, 
and Oity-hall square. 





THE SUNDAY SOHOOL TIMES. (January 31, 1885. 
Thirty-seventh Annual Statement erto, now a quarter lower (RAYMOND’S 
sn Wanamaker’s, “et inch-square 25 cents bebe ne ties 
-j . 
PENN MUTUALLIFE Sumcnensene,Suumney 6 Sth 35 q ‘“ mei EXCURSIONS. 
Dress-stuffs have tumbled Traveling Expenees In ; 
INSURANCE COMPANY, clear to the bottom—no ru $165 A Party will leave Philadelphia 


Thursday, February 26, 


and 


Thursday, March 26, 1885, 


FOR A 


Grand Tour of 44 Days 


TO AND THROUGH 


MEXICO, 


With visits to Chihuahua, Zacatecas, Aguascalientes, 
Leon, Silao, Guanajuato, Querétaro, Tula, Puebla, 
Cholula, Orizaba, and to many other places of pic 
turesque and historic interest; in addition to Twelve 
Days in the City of Mexico, with numerous carriage- 
drives and side-trips. A special train of Pullman 
palace cars with dining-car attached. Special advan- 
tages for sight-seeing, and entire freedom from the 
cares of traveling. 

W. Raymon. 1. A. WHITCOMB. 

#@ Send for descriptive circular. gee 

HH. F. SHIELDS, Agent for Raymond's Excursions, 
111 SouTH Nint# STREET (under Continental Hotel), 








PHILADELPHIA. . * 
~Hy 

Beautiful Pictures ay 

In our large and care- Sgr a 

fully selected stock, ae 

a fresh and full, yen 
are elesnep at ail . 

rices; Etchings and ‘2 


, ngravings of all the ’ 
great masters; fine im- bi 
pressions and choice Rar 

proofs; Photogravures a 

and Photographs; 

French Plate Mirrors 

in novel and tasteful 

mes; picture frames 
of the best workman- 
ship and at the lowest 
prices; cabinet and 

poe wr an- ~ 4 

po t departmen 

All the Rogers Groups 

Sole agency. 





JAMES S. EARLE & SONS, 


}. $16 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


SAFEST OF ALL INVESTMENTS 


ortgage Bonds, 7 to cent. 

Semi-annual Interest. Negotiated by the Mate iy 
Mortgage and Investment Company,in sums of 

and upwards. Prompt yment of Pri and 

Interest Coupons, guaranteed and remitted to lender 

without charge. t Lecation iv the Union. 

Fifteen yenes eo ob cary Amore Cm gy ide con- 

ns nqu jon references, in ng the 

Con; fon Boston. Send for forms, : 





and references before you invest e! 


W. B. CLARK, Manager, 
Minneapolis, Mian. 

EASTERN MANAGER—-HENRY. A. RILEY, 
170 Broadway, New York. 


THE LIFE OF TRUST. 


Being a Narrative of the Lord’s Dealings % 
with George Muller, written by himself. Withan 
introduction by Dr. Francis Wayland. A new 
edition, including his visit to America. Price, 
cloth binding, reduced from $2.00 to 60 cents. 
Postage 10c. extra. 

George Muller beeper, most remarkable men 
ofthe century. The ork which he has accomplished 
is without its parallel in past history—it certainly 
is worth the study of all whe aspire to a know! of 
the world’s forces, and the progress of mankind. 
Galileo discovered that * the world moves,” and New- 
ton the force that moves the world,—Muller has in 
some sense found anew the very source’of that which 
Newton discovered and whose working Galileo saw. : 
His life and work are wonderful eviloness of the 
truths that moral force is, afer all, the greatest, as 
well as the most mysterious in the universe, and that . 
the power of faith is as real, while more potent, than - 
any other in God’screation. This“ Life of Trust” has 
thrilled, inspired, and moulded the lives of tens of 
thousands, and long will continue so to do. 

THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, : 


1 AM NOW READY TO FILL ORDERS 
FOR THE 


ChampionLamp. | 


A. J. WEIDENER, 
86 South 2d St.,  - Philadelphia, Pa. 


Geikie’s Life and Words of Christ, 


Life and Werds of Christ. By Cunningham 
Geikie, D.D. New and cheaper edition, the hand- 
somest yet issued at a low price. One volume, 
16mo, 838 pages, Brevier type. Cloth, 50 cents, 
Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of 60 cents. 








BDI BE Scatnety, 











THE NEW TESTAMENT 


The King James Version of A. D. I6il, 
an 
The Revised Version of A. D. 188i. 


ARRANGED ON OPPOSITE PAGES. 


Cloth, 3% cents; cloth, red edges, 35 cents. Postage 
12 cents extra. 


The type is clear and 


THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


No one need be without 
a Revised Testameut when prices are brought so low. 
Sold by 


“ A great and noble work, rich in information, elo- 
quentand scholarly in style, earnestly devout in feel- 
ing.” — Literary World. 

“ A work of gigantic industry, and, what ig the chief 
point, it breathes the spirit of true faith in Christ. [ 
rejoice at such a magnificent creation, and wonder ag 
the extent of reading it shows,” — Dar, Deurrzsca. 





“ Asa picture of the civilization of Christ's time and 
country, Dr. Geikie'’s bouk is admirable. Ilis archaic 
knowledge is not the product of a special crainming 
for this book. It is digested knowledge; it appears 
less in learned foot-notes than in the coloring of the 
entire narrative. What Conybeare and llowson have 
done for the life of St. Panl, Dr. Geikie has done for the 
life of St. Panl’s Lord, The learning is not lesa ful 


nor less luminous: while in some respects it is more 
thoroughly harmonized with and iucerporated into 
the life itself." — /arper’s Magazine, 





sto 





Must be Sold Previous to Removing, 


Two first-class Church (Pipe) Organs, one of i4 
v and one oe ron. Great bargains may be had 
ion to REUBEN NICHOLLS. 


by immediate app! 
the builder, 78 LAUREL 'ST., PHILADELPHIA, 


JOHNSTON'S FLUID BEEF, 


Used by the Army and Navy eof the U. 58. 


THE PENN PUBLISHING CO.,, 3 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








Inordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning 
anything advertised in this paper, you will oblijze the 
publisher, as wel. as the advertiser, by stating thal you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times, 








~~ ‘The Sunday School Times intends to admit only advérilsements that are trustworthy. Shou 


the publisher will refund to su 


ld, however, an advertisement of a party not in good standing be tnadvertently inserted, 
aS cae Gal toe took Geach. 





